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FOREWORD
It is a distressing fact that most of the Muslims lack
proper understanding about the universal relevance of the
Qur'anic Message which was revealed to Prophet Muhammad
(SAWS) for the guidance of all mankind. There is considerable
misapprehension about Islam and the Message of the Qur'an in
the minds of Non-Muslims. The Indian School of Excellence
Trust (INDSET) is making a humble endeavour through a
series of monographs on Islam and Qur'an to project the image
of Islam in its proper perspective and to explain the significance
of the Message of the Qur'an in a scientific and systematic way.
Salaat is one of the crucially important pillars of Islam
which tests daily the compliance of Muslims to the command of
Allah (SWT). The performance of Salaat, five times daily, was
gifted to Muslims by Allah (SWT) during the ascent of Prophet
Muhammad (SAWS) to Heaven (Me’raj). Its compliance was
made mandatory on Muslims and adherence to this command
was made tenfold rewarding. The Salaat constantly reminds a
Muslim of his/her Master Creator to whom he/she owes his/her
existence in the world and to whom he/she will ultimately return
after death to account for his/hers deeds and misdeeds during
one’s life time. This constant reminder of accountability on the
Day of Judgment instills in the hearts and minds of Muslims a
fear of Allah (SWT) and thereby helps them to adhere to the path
of piety and righteousness.
There are distinct timings for each of the five mandatory
Salaat commencing from dawn and ending late in the night.
There are prescribed rules and procedures to follow and well
defined etiquettes, particularly of cleanliness, to be adhered to
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for the proper and timely performance of Salaat. Further the
Qur'an and the traditions of the Prophet (SAWS) encourage and
exhort the Muslims to offer Salaat in congregation. The
congregational prayers are performed with utmost punctuality.
The rows in congregational prayers have to be perfectly straight
and every member in the congregation has to follow the leader
or the Imaam who leads the prayer. Thus both punctuality and
strong sense of discipline are inbuilt in the culture of Salaat. The
congregational prayers also stress unequivocally and
demonstrate forcefully the unity and equality of the members of
the Islamic fraternity. Excepting the Imaam no one has
precedence over anyone else, irrespective of status, wealth,
power and position. All are treated equal for while in Salaat
everyone is standing before Allah (SWT). The social importance
of congregational prayers offered in the mosques is obvious.
The Salaat brings the members of the locality together and
through constant interaction cements a bond of lasting friendship
among them.
This Monograph spells out in detail the ideology,
procedures, rules, stages, steps and etiquettes to be followed in
the performance of the various Salaats. Every aspect of Salaat
has been described and explained in detail to act as a perfect
guide in its performance with total sincerity and submission to
Allah (SWT). The Members of the Consultative Committee who
have drafted the text of this Monograph have earned our
warmest congratulations for producing such a comprehensive
work on Salaat with meticulous care. We shall feel adequately
rewarded if it enables our readers to perform sincerely their
Salaats as per the rules laid out and procedures prescribed in the
Qur'an and Traditions of the Prophet (SAWS).

ix

We conclude with a prayer to Allah (SWT) to graciously
bless our efforts with success (Aameen).

Shah Manzoor Alam
Chairman - INDSET
&
Former Vice-Chancellor,
University of Kashmir,
Srinagar

Salaat - Symbol of Obedience to Allah (SWT) Discipline, Unity and
Equality

AZAAN
(PRAYER CALL)
Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar
(Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest)
Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar
(Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest)
Ash’hadu al-laa ilaha ill-Allah
(I bear witness there is no god except Allah)
Ash’hadu al-laa ilaha ill-Allah
(I bear witness there is no god except Allah)
Ash’hadu anna Muhammad ar-Rasoolullah
(I bear witness that Muhammad is Messenger of Allah)
Ash’hadu anna Muhammad ar-Rasoolullah
(I bear witness that Muhammad is Messenger of Allah
Hayya ‘ala as-Salaah
(Come (O you) for Salaat)
Hayya ‘ala as-Salaah
Come (O you) for Salaat)
Hayya ‘ala al-falah
(Come (O you) for prosperity)
Hayya ‘ala al-falah
(Come (O you) for prosperity)
Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar
(Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest)
Laa ilaha ill-Allah
(There is no god except Allah)

This is that famous and familiar prayer call which
is heard unfailingly five times a day throughout the world
wherever Muslims are settled. Every true and devout
Muslim hurries up with the preparation to reach the
nearest Masjid (Mosque) to join his brethren to bow before
his Lord Cherisher and Sustainer in symbolic obedience
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and display of unity of Allah (SWT1) and His master
creation - the human being. The World is witness to this
magnificent display of Islamic way of worship and sense
of unity for the last 14 centuries.

1

SWT : ‘Sub’hunuhu wo Ta’la’ stands for ‘Pure and Exalted.’
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INTRODUCTION
Every religion has a special way of expressing and
acknowledging the suzerainty of God. From the very birth
of the human civilisation, rituals of worship, sacrificial
offerings, charity etc., have played a prominent role in the
social behaviour of the people. From known and visible
objects to unknown and invisible beings, all have served as
objects of worship. Man continues to worship animals,
rivers, trees, stars mythological personalities and other
imaginary objects even in this age of (enlightenment and
learning!) scientific advancement. Similarly, the method of
worship itself has many forms and procedures - from
simple straight-forward actions of obeisance to complex
and elaborate rituals. Despite the parallel and persistent
atheism, mankind has, by and large, remained wedded to
the ideology of godhood as a supernatural and Supreme
Being controlling the destiny of mankind. Hence,
obeisance to earn His pleasure and reward is salvation of
this life.
This monograph is one of the series meant to cover
all aspects of duties towards Allah (SWT), the
Creator/Sustainer, as taught by His last Prophet (SAWS2).
Salaat (Prayers), Zakaat (Mandatory Charity), Saum
(Fasting) and Hajj (Pilgrimage to Makkaht alMukkarramah) are the four mandatory duties of the
Muslims towards Allah (SWT). These monographs are selfcontained in all respects so as to enable the reader to
perform the above-mentioned four duties correctly and
with confidence.
It may be borne in mind that following the period
of Khulafa ar-Rashideen (Rightly-guided Rulers), certain
political differences cropped up which, unfortunately,
divided the Ummah (community of Muslims) into two
main blocks i.e., Sunnis and Shi’as. Subsequently, many

2

SAWS: Stands for “Sallallahu ‘Alaihi wa Sallam,” meaning stands for
‘Peace & security upon him’
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schools of thought came into being on account of different
opinions on minor details. These were the result of honest
and sincere efforts of the later followers to be as close to
the example set by the Holy Prophet (SAWS) as possible.
These efforts reflect the love of the Holy Prophet (SAWS)
and purity of desire on the part of Muslims to emulate his
example. Perhaps, such a development was unavoidable
in view of the rapid and vast expansion of the Islamic
Society. The Sunni Muslims regard the following four
major schools of Fiqh as authentic, which are named after
their proponents:


HANAFI: Propounded by the great Imaam No’maan

bin Thaabit, better known as Abu Hanifa. It is
followed by the majority of Muslims in the world.


SHAFA’EE: Propounded by Imaam Muhammad bin

Idris Shafa’ee.


HANBALI: Propounded by Imaam Ahmad bin

Hanbal.


MALIKI: Propounded by Imaam Malik bin Anas.

It may however be emphasised that among these
four Sunni schools of Fiqh there are no differences
whatsoever in the basic tenets, beliefs and commandments
of Islam. The differences, wherever they occur, are of
minor and supplementary in nature but can properly be
traced to the authentic practices of the Holy Prophet
(SAWS). Thanks to these worthy souls (may Allah (SWT)
bless them all), with their wide vision and accommodative
approach, the magnitude of Islamic practices in all their
authenticity have come to be preserved. The true worth of
their works can hardly be appreciated by us.
The contribution of these four Imaams in
preserving the purity of Islamic practices has been
invaluable.
The differences have also proved that the spirit and
purity of intention is more important and vital rather than
mere ritualistic adherence to the letter or the text without
sincerity. We must be ever grateful to them that by their
hard work with utmost sincerity and honesty, they have
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left for us a treasure of knowledge to draw upon. Anyone
can follow any of the school of Fiqh in totality suiting
individual temperament and preference without any fear
of transgression or deviation from the right path, since the
entire Sunni block considers them equally right and holds
them in high esteem.
It is hoped that INDSET Publications will prove
useful and meet the requirement of discharging the
important duties towards Allah (SWT). Clarifications, if
any, may be addressed to us without hesitation or
reservation. It will be our pleasure to clarify doubts and
provide satisfactory answers.
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CHAPTER - I
GENERAL INFORMATION
SIGNIFICANCE OF WORSHIP
Having accepted Faith of Islam, it is incumbent on
the part of every Muslim to obey the commandments of
Allah (SWT). The Holy Qur’an proclaims: “And obey Allah
and the Messenger; that you may obtain mercy.” (Al-e Imran;
3:132)

Islam, in simple words, is total obedience to the
will of Allah (SWT). In practical terms it is adherence to the
practical code of life based upon the Holy Qur’an and the
traditions of the Holy Prophet (SAWS) without hesitation
and reservation. The code is nothing but a set of “DOs and
DON’Ts” concerning the day to day life according to
divine principles whose true wisdom is known only to
Allah (SWT).
Human beings are highly dependent on earthly
resources to satisfy their needs. Ordinarily, a person
should be satisfied with the fulfilment of his needs. But his
natural desire to improve does not allow him to be at rest.
This is a positive quality which has brought about
phenomenal progress. However, weaknesses such as
greed, selfishness and haste lead him to take short cuts
and adopt easy options. Paucity of means and multiplicity
of needs create a situation where every one cannot have
everything he desires. In such a situation, ends tend to
justify the means. Without proper mechanism of checks
and balances, law of the jungle will prevail. As a result,
struggle for survival with ‘might is right’ will become the
law. Allah (SWT) - The Creator-has not left this supercreation to degrade itself to such a situation. He has
provided divine guidance and a practical code of conduct
from the very beginning. The Holy Qur’an proclaims: “The
same religion has He established for you as that which He
enjoined on Noah - The which We have sent by inspiration
to you - and that which We enjoined on Abraham, Moses,
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and Jesus: namely, that you should remain steadfast in
Religion and make no divisions therein...” (ash-Shura; 42:13)
The code was continuously updated as per divine
scheme. Its FINAL and PERFECTED version was revealed
to mankind through the last Messenger - the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (SAWS). The Holy Qur’an declares: “... This
day have I perfected your religion for you, completed My
favour for you, and chosen for you Islam as your
religion...” (al-Ma’edah; 5:3)
Islamic way of life comprises two inseparable
parts, i.e., Imaan (Faith) and A’maal as-Saleha (Righteous
Deeds). Their togetherness is so important that one is of no
value without the other as is evident from the oft-repeated
assertion: “...be Faithful and do Righteous Deeds...”,
throughout the Holy Qur’an.
Islam divides A’maal asSaleha (Righteous Deeds)
in two categories i.e., Huquq Allah - duties towards Allah
(SWT) and Huquq al-‘Ibad - duties towards the mankind.
The duties towards Allah (SWT) are called the PILLARS of
ISLAM.

The Holy Prophet (SAWS) has said: “The (edifice of)
Islam is constructed on five (things):Testimony to the fact
that there is no god but Allah and Muhammad is His
bondsman and Messenger; the establishment of Salaat
(prayer); payment of Zakaat; the performance of Hajj and
the Fast of Ramadhan.” (Bukhari & Muslim)
Out of these five, Imaan (Faith) deals with inner
conviction regarding existence of Allah (SWT) - the One
and Unique - and the Prophet. The remaining four pertain
to the duties towards Allah (SWT). Of these, Salaat assumes
paramount status. Allah (SWT) says in the Holy Qur’an:
“Verily, I am Allah: there is no god but I: so serve Me
(only), and establish regular prayer for My
remembrance.” (Ta-Ha; 20:14);
“...set up regular Prayers: for such prayers are enjoined
on Believers at stated times.” (an-Nisa; 4:103)
The importance of Salaat can also be judged from
the explicit exhortation to ‘guard’ it zealously: “Guard
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strictly your (habit of) prayer...” (al-Baqarah; 2:238)
The beneficent impact of Salaat in our lives here in
this world and the Hereafter is narrated beautifully thus:
“Verily, those who believe, and do deeds of righteousness,
and establish regular Prayers and give Zakaat, will have
their reward with their Lord: on them shall be no fear, nor
shall they grieve.” (al-Baqarah; 2:277)
The greatest impact of Salaat (if offered with due
sincerity and regularity) is on our conduct and character. It
purifies our character, prevents us from committing
shameful and prohibited deeds. Thus the Qur'an claims:
“...and establish regular Prayer: for Prayer restrains from
shameful and evil deeds; and remembrance of Allah is the
greatest (thing in life) without doubt...” (al-’Ankabut; 29:45)
The repeated offering of Salaat five times a day
ensures the durability of this divine influence as a shield
against alluring temptations by the sworn enemy of
human beings - Iblis. The following verses of the Holy
Qur’an bear this out clearly:
“And establish regular Prayers at the two ends of the
day and at the approaches of the night...” (al-Hud;
11:114);

“Establish regular Prayers at the sun’s decline till the
darkness of the night and the recital of the Qur’an in
the Morning Prayer, indeed, the recital (of the Qur'an)
in the Morning Prayer is testified.” (al-Isra; 17:78);
“...and celebrate (constantly) the praises of your Lord,
before the rising of the sun, and before setting; and
celebrate them for part of the hours of the night and at
the sides of the day, that you may be pleased.” (Ta-Ha;
20:130);

“So glory to Allah, when you reach eventide and when
you rise in the morning. And to Him be praise in the
heavens and on earth; and in the late afternoon and
when the day begins to decline.” (ar-Rum; 30:17-18)
Salaat is indeed the most magnificent and visible
facet of Islam which has moved many a people who
witnessed its congregational performance on occasions e.g.
‘Eid al-Fitr and ‘Eid al-Adh’ha, and annual pilgrimage to
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Makkah. The discipline, dignity and devotion displayed
during congregational Salaat by a gathering of millions,
drawn from diverse ethnic and cultural groups, with
different languages, customs, habits and appearances, is
unique to Islam, and has attracted admiration of even nonMuslims. But for Salaat, such a public display of humility,
unity and discipline, matching well trained troops, would
not have been possible. Salaat, and particularly its
congregational character, together with the Hajj
pilgrimage, demonstrate unmistakably the unity and
equality in Islam and its universality.
Salaat is a crucially important function of Islam,
symbolising total submission to the will of Allah (SWT) and
signifying a unique bond between the master and His
slaves, the Creator and the created. Salaat is a formal act of
worship, performed individually, collectively and in large
congregations in the manner prescribed and taught by the
Holy Prophet (SAWS).

AIMS & OBJECTIVES OF SALAAT
The word ‘Salaat’ or ‘Salaah’ is derived from root
word ‘sal’ which implies ‘meeting with’, ‘getting in touch
with’ etc. Thus this formal worship is primarily a means to
be close to Allah, which is itself is made of al’ and ‘Ilah. Ilah
means a deity or an object of worship. When al, which is
synonymous to “the” in English, is prefixed, it becomes
specific. Thus “al Ilah” means “The Deity”.
Islam orders the faithful to meet their Lord at least
five times a day thus ensuring an overbearing
remembrance guiding the faithful to the right path
throughout the day round the year.
The aims and objectives of Salaat are:


To keep our Lord Cherisher and Sustainer close at
heart by offering formal worship frequently. This is
the fundamental objective of Salaat.



To reiterate, symbolically, total submission and
obedience to Allah (SWT) and His Prophet (SAWS).
The form taught by the Prophet (SAWS) is such that
any onlooker, apart from the worshipper himself,
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has no difficult in understanding its spirit of
complete submission.


To consciously and formally display the ISLAMIC
FAITH as propounded in the Holy Qur’an and
exemplified by the Holy Prophet (SAWS). By
ordering congregational form of worship of all the
five mandatory Salaats, it is ensured that the
members of the Muslims society not only identify
themselves as integral part of it but also display to
the world at large their own specific identity.



To demonstrate that Allah (SWT) is the only one to
be worshipped universally without area, language,
racial or lineage differences. Allah (SWT), being
beyond human comprehension, is not represented
in any formal idol. Such attempt will inevitably put
a limit on its true form of existence. He is beyond
any such limitation. This has been emphasised at
many places in the Holy Qur’an.

IMPACTS OF SALAAT
Salaat is an institution, in true sense of the word,
which offers manifold benefits to the adherents of Islam:
PERSONAL
Salaat purifies the soul and mind of a person, if
performed with due devotion and constancy. It elevates
the worshipper spiritually and refines his character,
turning him into an ideal human being. It brings inner
peace, satisfaction and contentment in this world, and
ensures success in the Hereafter. It provides a solid
defence against the evil designs of Iblis (Satan) and saves a
person from obscene and evil acts: “...Certainly Prayer
prevents from obscenities and prohibited acts...” (al’Ankabut; 29:45)

Salaat-ul-so provides an opportunity to seek
forgiveness of sins of omission and commission, major and
minor, committed knowingly and unknowingly. The Holy
Prophet (SAWS) said: “What is your opinion if one
amongst you were (to find) a river at door, and he would
wash (himself) five times a day; would there remain
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anything (of the sort) of dirt on his body?” They said:
“Nothing (of the sort) of dirt would remain.” He (the Holy
Prophet) said: “That is like five (daily) Prayers by which
Allah obliterates sins.” (Agreed Upon)
Further, Salaat offers other personal desirable
benefits: (i) inculcates a sense of commitment towards
Allah (SWT) and fellow Muslims; (ii) inculcates selfdiscipline and habit of regularity and punctuality as a
result of collective offering; (iii) being simple, easy to
perform and without any intermediaries, Salaat creates a
feeling of closeness to Allah (SWT); (iv) provides an
opportunity for confession of sins, repentance, atonement
and seeking His forgiveness, to get rid of the burden of
stifling sense of guilt and shame, thus rekindling fresh
hopes of enlightenment and salvation; (v) provides
opportunity, five times a day to submit and share personal
problems with the Creator, seek divine guidance and
express gratitude for the fulfilment of genuine needs and
legitimate desires by Allah (SWT), five times a day.
SOCIAL
From the social point of view, Salaat is a great
unifier of hearts and leveller of minds of the Muslim
brethren - from locality level to the international level,
despite the handicaps of national boundaries and barriers
of language. It is an experience to see Muslim brethren
greeting each other with broad smiles and twinkling eyes
whenever and wherever they meet - a unique and pleasant
display of universal brotherhood.
It is also a very unique sight to see Muslims
rushing to a Masjid (mosque), on hearing the Azaan (Prayer
Call), to join the congregation without any hesitation or
reservation, anywhere in the world. As a result of such
intense and regular contacts in the pious atmosphere,
while performing the sacred duty of Salaat, the brotherhood of Muslims becomes a unified, cohesive and
dynamic force. True Muslims are ever ready to share each
others’ problems and extend a helping hand to the needy
and distressed without any selfish motives, entirely for the
pleasure of Allah (SWT).
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POLITICAL
The political advantages which are likely to accrue
to such a closely knit brotherhood of universal dimensions
should not be difficult to imagine. ‘Unity is strength and
disunity a weakness’ - history has taught this eternal
lesson time and again to mankind. Hence, anything which
unites mankind is good, more so, when it is through the
medium of divine duty. When the place of such gathering
is a Masjid and the occasion being the collective offering of
Salaat, the benefits become obvious. It was this spirit of
togetherness and brother-hood, promoted through Salaat,
five times a day, which turned the ignorant, backward and
nomadic Arabs of the desert into a mighty force. The
magnificent and powerful empires of Rome and Persia
were humbled in less than two decades. Sadly, this spirit
did not last long and disappeared gradually in the face of
growing affluence, differences over trivial issues of
religion, old tribal rivalries and ethnic loyalties. What is
visible now is a shadow of that spirit which sustained
Islamic rule for over a thousand years. The key to glory
and honour lies in social and political unity. The Holy
Qur’an exhorts its followers: “And hold fast, all together
by the Rope which Allah (stretches out for you) and be not
divided amongst your-selves...” (Al-e Imran; 3:103)

APPLICATION OF THE MANDATE
As a foremost pillar of Islam and magnificent
display of Islamic Faith, Salaat is mandatory for all adult
and sane Muslims. This mandate is applicable from the
moment an adult person embraces Islamic Faith and, in
the case of born Muslim or a converted minor, from the
time adulthood occurs. The Holy Qur’an says: “O you

people, worship your Guardian Lord Who created you
and those who came before you that you may become
righteous.” (al-Baqarah; 2:21)
At another place it exhorts the believers thus:
“Verily, I am Allah. There is no god but Me. So serve Me
(only) and establish regular Prayer for My remembrance.”
(Taha; 20:14)

Salaat is excused only when a person is not in a
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position to perform it. According to the Holy Prophet
(SAWS): “Three categories of persons (Muslims) are excused
Salaat - a sleeping person till he wakes up; a boy till he
becomes adult and a person who is out of senses till he
regains sense.” (Ahmad, Abu Dawood, Tirmizi, Nasaie & Ibni
Majah)

Anyone who denies or rejects the mandate of Salaat
goes out of Islamic Faith. Any person neglecting it due to
laziness or lack of motivation commits a major sin.
Although Salaat is not mandatory for children, yet parents
have been strongly advised to exhort and motivate them to
offer Salaat from the age of seven. After the age of 10,
punishment is permitted for those who refuse. The Holy
Prophet (SAWS) has said: “Direct your children to Prayer,
when they are seven yours, beat them when they are ten
years old and separate them in their beds.” (Abu Dawood)

ETIQUETTE OF SALAAT
As mentioned earlier, Salaat is a formal and a
ceremonial act of obedience and obeisance to Allah (SWT) –
The Creator and Sustainer of the worlds. It is a pious
occasion to get close to Allah (SWT). It has to be full of
humility, solemnity and submission. It can neither be
taken lightly, nor performed casually. It is significant that
Qur’an has used the words “ESTABLISH” and
“CONSTANCY” in relation to Salaat. Describing the real
righteousness and success, the Holy Qur’an says:
“And be steadfast in Prayer...” (al-Baqarah; 2:43);
“Those who believe, and do deeds of righteousness,
and establish regular Prayers and give Zakaat, will
have their reward with their Lord; on them shall be no
fear, nor shall they grieve!” (al-Baqarah; 2:277)
“Successful indeed are the Believers. Those who
humble themselves in the Prayers.” (al-Mominun; 23:12);

“And who (strictly) guard their Prayers.” (al-Mominun;
23: 9)

This shows that Salaat is not only to be performed
regularly, but also to be guarded from defects, defaults
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and lapses due to negligence and lethargy. The utmost
sanctity attached to outer appearance and inner devotion,
is enough to signify the prime place given to this
mandatory duty in practical application of Islam. Befitting
its status and significance as a religious obligation,
Muslims are expected to observe etiquette and maintain
decorum during the performance of Salaat.
DECENCY & CLEANLINESS
Decency and cleanliness have been
emphasised in Islam. The Holy Qur’an says:

greatly

“...and Allah loves those who keep themselves clean.”
(at-Tawbah; 9:108);

“And your garments, keep free from stain.” (alMudaththir; 74:4)

Thus, a Muslim is expected to keep his body and
clothes clean all the time, more so at the time of Salaat.
Emphasising the significance of cleanliness, the Holy
Prophet (SAWS) said:
“The Prayer would not be accepted from one who
needs ablution till he performs ablution.” (Agreed
upon)

“The key to Paradise is Prayer and the key to Prayer
is cleanliness (ablution).” (Ahmad)
GRACE
There are three ways of performing a task. One
way is to do it just correctly, with least interest, sincerity or
zeal. Another way is to do it indifferently without any
interest. There is yet another way of doing a thing, i.e.,
with zeal, enthusiasm willingness and pleasure. The last
one is the right way, befitting a conscientious and graceful
person. It earns confidence and appreciation from the
superior and evokes self-respect and élan in the doer. This
is grace and the Holy Qur’an calls it ‘Ehsaan’. Similarly,
Salaat can be offered for the sake of it, and also to seek
appreciation and pleasure of Allah (SWT). It is this spirit
which brings immense satisfaction and a change in the
outlook and character of a person, elevating him above
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petty things in this life and earning the appreciation of
Allah (SWT). The Holy Qur’an declares: “...for Allah loves
those who do good.” (Al-e Imran: 3:148)
CONSTANCY
Constancy and regularity is an essence of life. As a
human attribute, it has always been appreciated. There
cannot be any act more worthy than Salaat, in which to
display this attribute. Irregularity reveals a person’s casual
approach and apathy towards his duty. Being the most
important and absolutely personal duty towards Allah
(SWT), there cannot be any room for being casual and
irregular in the performance of Salaat.
MODERATION
Salaat must be offered with due deliberation and
dignity. It should neither be rushed through in haste, nor
there should be over exaggeration in its performance.
Excess and exaggeration are not liked by Allah (SWT),
particularly in the case of the unique symbol of obedience.
The Holy Qur’an says: “O People of the Book! Commit no
excesses in your religion...” (an-Nisa; 4:171)
MANNERISM
Salaat is such an august duty that the worshipper
should stand in total humility with eyes cast down and
feel as if you are seeing the ALMIGHTY, or at least be
conscious that He is observing you. Therefore, the
mannerism must reflect total respect and wilful
submission. One should never make excessive and
unnecessary movements or look here and there which
gives the impression of casualness or carelessness;
otherwise the effort will be completely wasted.
REMEMBRANCE
One of the key objects of Salaat is to perpetuate the
remembrance of Allah (SWT). It actually aims at
remembrance of the commands of Allah (SWT) to
distinguish and differentiate virtue from vice and the
‘permitted’ from the ‘prohibited’ acts; thus, enabling him
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to refrain from wrong doings on one hand, and feel the
urge of doing good on the other, wherever and whenever
opportunity presents. This is the secret of dignified and
honourable life in this world and success in the Hereafter.
Therefore, the importance of remembrance of Allah (SWT)
is vital to the conduct of our daily life. Hence it is
emphasised repeatedly in the Holy Qur’an:
“Then do you remember Me; I will remember you...” (alBaqarah; 2:152);
“....and establish regular Prayers for my remembrance.”
(Taha; 20:14);
“...and remembrance of Allah is the greatest (thing in
life) without doubt.” (al-’Ankabut; 29:45);
“...without doubt, in the remembrance of Allah do
hearts find satisfaction.” (ar-Ra’d; 13:28)
SINCERITY
Sincerity is nothing but purity of intention. Only a
person himself and Allah (SWT) know the real intention
behind each deed. It is one of the old weaknesses of
human beings that they wish to be seen in action and get
known for their deeds. The hearts and minds are devoid of
purity of intention of those who publicly demonstrate
their good deeds merely for ‘name’ and ‘fame’. Sincerity
and purity of intention demand that heart and mind
should be free from such unworthy desires. Otherwise the
purity and charm of even the most virtuous deed shall be
lost. This is how the Holy Qur’an puts it: “So woe to the
worshippers, who are neglectful of their Prayers, those
who want to be seen.” (al-Ma’oon; 107:4-6)
DRESS
A worshipper must be dressed properly while
offering Salaat, which is synonymous to attendance in the
presence of Allah (SWT). Dress should cover the prescribed
parts of the body - satr (details are given in the following
chapters). It should be free of all filth and pollutants and
lend dignity to the appearance of the person.
As a general rule, any dress properly covering the
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prescribed parts of the body and considered decent and
dignified for public appearance, is good enough for Salaat.
Anything less than that and shabby or dirty, is not
considered appropriate, though it will not nullify Salaat
(provided the prescribed parts of the body are covered).
Style and fashion change from time to time, place
to place and person to person to suit the climate, culture,
profession and personal preferences. Therefore, no specific
type of dress has been prescribed for Muslims in general
and for Salaat in particular, except that it should be decent,
clean and dignified.
DISCIPLINE
Since mandatory Salaat should preferably be
offered collectively, discipline in personal conduct
assumes great significance. Worshippers must display
courtesy to fellow-worshippers and be correct and
meticulous in the conduct of Salaat. The Holy Prophet
(SAWS) has exhorted Muslims thus: “Keep the lines
straight and equal for keeping them proper is indeed part
of Salaat itself.” (Bukhari, Muslim)
PUNCTUALITY
Since great emphasis is laid on congregational
offering of Salaat, timings, within prescribed period, are
promulgated in all the Masajid (Mosques). Azaan (Prayer
Call) is also given well in advance of each Salaat for the
timely gathering of the worshippers in the Masjid.
With so much importance given for collective
offering of Salaat, it would be sheer negligence - nay
disrespect - if a Muslim still does not respond and offer his
Salaat in time, and if possible, with his Muslim brothers.
Delaying Salaat till the very end of prescribed timing for
collective worship are undesirable acts. Muslims should
guard against such tendencies seriously.
The devout and sincere Muslims observe the above
mentioned etiquette and decorum while performing the
Salaat, with the sole intention of seeking appreciation of
Allah (SWT) and draw their own satisfaction. The Holy
Qur’an describes such people thus: “Those who believe
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and whose hearts find satisfaction in the remembrance of
Allah: for without doubt in the remembrance of Allah do
hearts find satisfaction.” (ar-Ra’d; 13:28)
It would be appropriate if other Muslims also
emulate the examples set by these pious souls in order to
earn the pleasure of Allah (SWT) and obtain spiritual
satisfaction and peace of mind.
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CHAPTER - II
CLASSIFICATION
AND PRE-CONDITIONS OF SALAAT
CLASSIFICATION OF SALAAT
The mandatory Salaats are to be offered at
prescribed times of day and night. Apart from these there
are Salaats that are offered in between the mandatory
Salaats. Thus Salaats are classified and identified according
to timings and type.
CLASSIFICATION BY TIME
There are five mandatory Salaats to be offered at
different times in a day. These are offered congregation in
local Masajid (Mosques). These are as follows:
1. Salaat-ul--FAJR (Pre-dawn): This Salaat is offered
just before sunrise.
2. Salaat-ul--ZUHR (Early After-noon): This Salaat is
offered just after mid-day on all week days except
Fridays. SALAAT-UL-JUMU’A (Congregational)
replaces the Salaat-uz-Zuhr under certain
prescribed conditions. Salaat-ul--Jumu’ah cannot be
offered individually. It has to be offered
collectively in a Masjid which has arrangements for
it. If a person is not able to offer Salaat-ul--Jumu’ah
(due to valid reasons described ahead), then he has
to offer Salaat-uz-Zuhr. Although women are
excused from offering Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah, they can
however offer it provided separate arrangement
are made for them.
3. Salaat-ul-‘ASR (Late After-noon):
offered during late after-noon.

This Salaat is

4. Salaat-ul-MAGHRIB: This Salaat is offered just after
sunset.
5. Salaat-ul‘ISHA: This Salaat is offered daily after
night has fully descended.
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CLASSIFICATION BY TYPE
Classification according to type is as follows:
1. FARZ (Mandatory): There are the five mandatory
Salaats as already described above.
2. WAJIB (Obligatory): Wajib is just a degree below
the status of Farz Salaat in terms of compulsion.
These are as follows:
a) WITR: This Salaat is offered daily at night any
time after ‘Isha.
b) ‘EID alFITR: Like Jumu’ah, this Salaat is offered
in congregation on the first day of the lunar
month of Shawwal, after the fasting month of
Ramadhan.
c) EID alADH’HA: This Salaat is also offered in
congregation on the 10th day of the lunar month
of Zul Hajj.
3.

GHAIR MO’AKKADAH OR NAFL (Optional): These
were offered by the Holy Prophet (SAWS) but not as
regularly as in the case of Sunnat-e-Mo’akkadah.
These Salaats are purely optional. However, these
fetch reward as and when offered. The Holy
Prophet (SAWS) offered these at different times and
hence designated as such: Salaat-ul-Ishraq, Salaatul-Chasht, Salaat-ul-Awwabin and Salaat-utTahajjud.

PRE-CONDITIONS OF SALAAT
There are five prescribed pre-conditions which
have to be fulfilled for offering a valid Salaat.

1. TAHARAT (Cleanliness).
2. WUDHU (Wash) / GHUSL (Full Bath).
3. TIME.

4. DRESS (Covering of Satr).
5. QIBLAH (Direction of worship).
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1. TAHARAT (CLEANLINESS)
Taharat can be defined as a state of physical
cleanliness or un-polluted as against dirty or polluted
called Najasat. Islam has a very specific concept of
cleanliness. It is free from superstitions and elaborate
rituals. Muslims have been exhorted to remain clean.
Allah (SWT) says in the Holy Qur’an:
“...and Allah loves those who make themselves pure.”
(at-Tawbah; 9:108)

“...indeed Allah loves those who turn to Him
constantly and He loves those who keep themselves
pure and clean.” (al-Baqarah; 2:222)
The Holy Prophet (SAWS) has said: “Cleanliness is
half the Faith.” (Bukhari & Muslim). Thus it is imperative
that every Muslim should remain clean, both outer as well
as inner at all times. Inner cleanliness is purity of faith,
thoughts and deeds.
It must be understood very clearly that the
standard of cleanliness is what is laid down in Islamic
teachings. There is no question of personal likes, dislikes
and opinions influencing it.
There are two states of Taharat, i.e., Normal and
Prescribed.
NORMAL TAHARAT

It is the state of physical cleanliness as commonly
understood by all decent people. It is maintained by
ensuring that there is no filth or dirt on the body, clothes
or place. If and when it is found, it is removed by
prescribed method.
PRESCRIBED TAHARAT

It may be defined as state of cleanliness that is
obtained by Wudhu (washing of prescribed parts of the
body) or, under some prescribed conditions, by Ghusl (full
bath), or alternately, by Tayammum (notional Wudhu/
Ghusl), in lieu under prescribed circumstances.
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NAJASAT (POLLUTION / IMPURITY)
Najasat is defined as a state of physical or notional
uncleanness on account of the presence of prescribed
pollutants (on body, clothes or place) or due to prescribed
reasons like visit to wash room and sexual incidents. These
will be dealt in detail later. Their removal by prescribed
method is necessary to revert to the state of Taharat for
offering a valid Salaat.
TYPES OF NAJASAT
There are two main types of Najasat:
1. Najasati Haqeeqi (Real Pollution)
2. Najasati Hukmi (Notional Pollution).
NAJASATI HAQEEQI (Real Pollution)
This is the physical impurity caused by pollutants
that are obnoxious substances which can be felt by sight,
touch or smell. Normally decent people will not tolerate
these substances to remain on their bodies, clothes, place
or any article of use. They would like to remove them at
the earliest. There are different forms of real pollutants.
These are classified as major pollutants or minor
pollutants.
Major Pollutants. All those dirty and filthy
substances which are commonly understood as such and
abhorred by decent people come under this category.
Example of such pollutants are:

Excreta and urine of human beings.



Semen of living beings.



Blood of all living beings.



Vomited matter, if it is mouthful.



Menses and other discharges by women during the
period of menses and during post-natal period.



Discharge from wounds, e.g., puss etc.



Sweat and saliva of those animals whose lick is
Haraam (prohibited) like pigs, dogs, cats etc.
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All parts of an animal which has not been
slaughtered by prescribed method (Zabeeha), except
such parts which do not contain blood like horns,
nails, teeth etc.



Milk of Haraam (prohibited) animals.



Milk of a Halaal (permitted) animal which has not
been slaughtered by prescribed method.



Everything of pig, whether live or dead.



Any discharge from any living being containing
blood.



Extraction from substances which are Haraam, dirty
or filthy.



Droppings of domestic chicken and ducks.



Skin of snake.



Saliva of a dead person.



Martyr’s blood which is not on his body.

Minor Pollutants: Minor pollutants are those
substances which are not as obnoxious as major pollutants,
yet these are not tolerable. These are:

Urine of horse even though it is quite obnoxious.
(Horse enjoys a very special status amongst
domestic animals which serve the mankind. It is
not only an efficient and fast means of transport
but also because of its loyalty and unique role in
the battlefield till as late as the First World War).



Urine of domestic animals which are Halaal, e.g.
sheep, goat, cow, buffalo, camel etc.



Droppings of prohibited birds except that of bats.



Droppings of permitted birds if not foul smelling.

Note: If major and minor pollutants get mixed, the
resultant will be taken as major pollutant.
PRESCRIBED METHODS OF REMOVING
NAJASATI HAQEEQI
Prescribed methods of removing real pollution
depend upon the type and nature of pollutants and

24
SALAAT
A Symbol of Obedience to Allah (SWT), Discipline, Unity & Equality in Islam

polluted item.
Body: Body is cleaned of real pollutants by
washing with clean water thrice. However in the case of
semen, if dried, scratching it from body or clothes is
enough.
ABSORBENT ARTICLES

Cloth: Washing carefully with clean water thrice or
more and squeezing properly each time. It is not necessary
that smell or sign of pollutant should disappear fully.
Squeezing is not necessary if it is held freely in running
water. Water must flow from one end to the other.
Removal of water by pressing is enough if it is feared that
the clothes will get torn while squeezing. Liquids and
cleaning agents other than water can also be used
provided they are not prohibited and are not oily, greasy
or sticky.
Durries/Carpets: Articles like durries, carpets etc.,
which cannot be washed in the normal manner, can be
cleaned by pouring water on them thrice or more and
letting them dry each time. Absolute dryness is not
required. However they should dry sufficiently so that
any article placed on them should not become wet.
NON-ABSORBENT ARTICLES

These articles, if not engraved, can be cleaned by
wiping them with wet duster/cloth/sponge, rubbing on
ground or by washing. Washing is necessary if the articles
are engraved. Small non-inflammable articles get cleaned
if heated in fire. Heavy articles like thick carpet, mat or
wooden furniture can be cleaned by wiping with wet
cloth, duster or sponge.
Floor/Ground. Normally a Musallah (Prayer Mat) is
used for offering Salaat. However, there may be occasions
when one may have to offer it on naked floor/ground. In
such cases it is essential that the floor/ground is clean and
free from prescribed pollutants. Dry and swept surface is
considered clean. Otherwise it must be washed with clean
water and dried. Drying does not mean absolute dryness.
Slight wetness is acceptable. It is equally applicable to
lawns.
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NAJASATI HUKMI (NOTIONAL POLLUTION)
Notional pollution, as the term suggests, is conceptual.
It cannot be seen or felt. Acts or incidents which cause notional
pollution are called HADATH (incident).

There are two types of Hadath: i.e., HADATHI
ADHGHAR (Minor Incident) and HADATHI AKBAR
(Major Incident).
HADATHI ADHGHAR (MINOR INCIDENT)

Incidents causing notional pollution that are
removable by Wudhu (Wash/Ablution) are called Hadathi
Adhghar. These are as follows:


Passing of urine.



Discharge of stools.



Discharge of gas, felt by noise, smell or otherwise.
Note: Unnecessary suspicion should be avoided.
The Holy Prophet (SAWS) has said: “If any of you
feel something in stomach and it is difficult to
understand whether or not something has
discharged from stomach, then he should not leave
the Masjid until he hears sound or smell (i.e., he
should be sure that something has discharged from
his stomach).” (Muslim)



Discharge and flow of blood, puss etc.



Discharge of blood or blood-like liquid after the
usual period of menses in the case of ladies.



Profuse Vomiting (Mouthful).

It is emphasised here that it is not necessary that
body or clothes should get physically polluted due to
above incident, if so; their cleaning will itself become a
precondition to Wudhu. Mere incident is enough to
necessitate Wudhu. It is understood that any decent person
will take necessary care to protect body and clothes during
and after passing urine or stools.
It is not desirable to touch the Holy Qur’an without
Wudhu except under compelling circumstances like being
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its teacher, binder, seller etc., when frequent handling
becomes un-avoidable. For self study/recitation, one
should have Wudhu.
HADATHI AKBAR (MAJOR INCIDENT)
Incident causing notional pollution requiring Ghusl (full
bath) for their removal are called Hadathi Akbar. These are given
below:



Discharge of Semen with Excitement (whether
during sexual intercourse or otherwise, like wet
dreams etc.): In the case of wet dreams, presence
of semen as a proof of discharge is necessary. Mere
dreaming without actual discharge is to be
ignored.



Sexual Intercourse : It is deemed to have taken
place so long as entry of front part (penis head) has
taken place in the body of any living being,
whether discharge has occurred or not.



Menses: This is a natural phenomenon with adult
females. The duration of discharge differs from
person to person, but usually it is same in
individual cases. For the purpose of determining
whether Taharat is lost or not, a minimum period of
not less than three days and a maximum of 10 days
are laid down.
The interval between two
successive cycles of menses should also be not less
than 15 days. In situations other than these, the
discharge will be taken as a disease and not treated
as Hadathi Akbar. For example discharge of blood
for less than three days, or its continuation beyond
ten days, or premature recurrence in less than 15
days are considered abnormalities. Salaat is
excused during the period of menses without
liability of offering Salaat as Qadha (missed Salaat)
later. Therefore ladies should take due care in
keeping a proper account of personal routine.
Ghusl should be taken after the usual period, or ten
days, whichever is earlier, and Salaats resumed.
Salaat becomes applicable after usual fixed
duration of the individual concerned. In the case of
very young girls also, whose period of menses has
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not yet settled and discharge continues beyond 10
days, Ghusl should be taken after 10 days and
Salaats resumed. Salaat missed due to other reasons
during such extended periods, should be offered as
Qadha at the earliest opportunity.


Post-natal and Post-abortion Discharge of Blood
(natural or otherwise): This is discharge of blood
from uterus after child-birth or abortion, whether
natural or otherwise. Any discharge of blood
before delivery/abortion does not fall in this
category and hence, does not render the person
unclean.3 Maximum period of post-natal discharge
is 40 days or less. Its continuation beyond this
period is treated as disease and Salaats become
applicable. Therefore Ghusl should be taken on
cessation of discharge or 40 days, whichever is earlier, and Salaat resumed.

PRESCRIBED METHODS OF REMOVING
NAJASATI HUKMI
WUDHU

As stated earlier, Wuhu is one of the preconditions
of Salaat. The Holy Qur’an says: “O you who believe!
When you prepare for Prayers, wash you faces, and your
hands (and arms) to the elbows; rub your heads (with
water); and (wash) your feet to the ankles....” (al-Ma’edah;
5:6)

It is important for every Muslim to know the
method of doing Wudhu. Its importance can be judged
from the saying of the Holy Prophet who said: “He who
performs Wudhu well, his sins are driven out from his
body till they pour out even underneath his nails.”(Agreed
Upon)

3

. Salaat which fall due before are during this incident, or after maximum
period of 40 days, but not offered due to reasons beyond individual’s
control, should be offered as Qadha (missed Salaat) defaulted afterwards
at the earliest opportunity.
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PRESCRIBED METHOD OF WUDHU

Method described below is based on the
continuous practice from the time of the Holy Prophet
(SAWS) and accepted universally:


Make up the intention (Niyyat) to do Wudhu.
Casual acts without intention do not carry any
weight in Islam.



Recite “Bismillah hir Rahmaan nir Raheem” meaning,
“With the name of Allah the most and ever
Merciful.”



Take water in a suitable container, if not using tap,
running water or water pond/pool, and sit at a
place (if possible facing Qiblah) where used water
can flow away.



Wash both hands up to and including wrist bones
thrice.



Clean mouth including teeth and gums using
Miswak or index finger of right hand. Gargle thrice.



Clean nose from inside by taking water inside
thrice and blowing out each time. Use little finger
of left hand to clean inside of nostrils.



Wash entire face, commencing from hairline (bald
persons may assume the original hairline) to
underneath of chin and from one earlobe to the
other, three times. Ring fingers may be used to
ensure cleaning of inside corners of eyes. If there is
thick beard, water should be applied to the roots of
hair with wet fingers.



Wash whole length of arms properly up to and
including elbow bones thrice-right hand first
followed by left. Care should be taken to move
rings and bangles, if worn.



Do Masah (wiping). Its method is to wet both hands
and move inside of last three fingers of both hands
starting from the hairline (or near about that place
if bald) till about one fourth of the total distances
from forehead up to the nape. Thereafter, wipe
inside surfaces of both the ears using the index
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fingers and backside surfaces by thumbs. Finally
wipe the nape with backside of the fingers.


Wash both feet up to and including ankle bones
thrice, starting with right foot followed by left.
Care should be taken to ensure cleaning the
surfaces in-between the toes.

NOTE: The entire process should be carried out

continuously without interval or interruption.
FARA’EZI WUDHU (Mandatory Requirements)
Fara’ezi Wudhu are those actions included in the method
described above, without which Wudhu is not complete.
These are the following four:



Washing of full face (as described above).



Washing of both arms from finger tips up to and
including elbow bones.



Masah of at least one quarter surface of head from
forehead.



Washing of both feet up to and including ankle
bone.
SUNANI WUDHU (Recommendatory

Requirements)
Sunani Wudhu are those actions included in the
method described above, without which Wudhu is deemed
to be completed, but omitting them forgetfully, is
considered undesirable, since these represent the regular
practice of the Holy Prophet (SAWS). It is sinful to omit
these deliberately treating them un-necessary ac-cording
to the opinion of the majority. These actions are:


Reciting “B-ismi Allahi ar-Ra’hmaani ar-Ra’heem”.



Using Miswak for cleaning teeth. Miswak is natural
brush made of soft twig, or root of a particular tree.
These are commonly available in India and
Muslims countries). In its absence, teeth may be
cleaned with forefinger of right hand.



Repeating everything thrice except the Masah.



Passing fingers of one hand through the fingers of
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the other. This is called Khilaal.


Starting with right hand, arm and foot.



Washing with due care with the intention of
cleaning rather than for mere formality.



Doing entire Wudhu continuously with due
concentration and seriousness.



Maintaining given sequence of actions.



Water must be used carefully without wasting it.



Praying after completion of Wudhu. The
recommended prayer is: “Ashhadu al-laa ilaha illAllahu wa’hdahu wa laa shareeka lahu wa ashhadu
‘anna Muhammadan ‘abduhu wa Rasooluhu”,
meaning, “I testify that there is no god except
Allah, the one and without partners; and I testify
that Muhammad is the servant and Message
Bearer of Allah.” It is followed by: “Allahumm-aj’alni
min at-tawwabeen w-aj’alni min al-mutatahhireen”,
meaning, “O my Lord make me of the oft-repenting
and make me of the clean.”

MASAH (Wiping In Lieu of Washing)

Under certain prescribed circumstances, Masah is
permitted for parts which are to be washed for a valid
Wudhu. The method for doing it is same, i.e., to draw wet
palm over the surfaces of such parts from one end to the
other. These circumstances are as follows:


If any part which is required to be washed is under
plaster or bandage. Masah will suffice so long as
the plaster or the bandage is not removed. In the
case of open wounds, even Masah need not be done
if it is likely to aggravate the injury.



Masah is permitted over socks, provided climatic or
other conditions are such that their frequent
removal is likely to cause great inconvenience and
discomfort. However, the socks should be:


Sufficiently long to cover up to ankle bones.



Thick enough to stay in position without tying.



Adequately durable to sustain a walk of up to a
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distance of three miles (4.8 Km).


So well knit that skin is not visible.



Fairly water proof to prevent water reaching
the skin underneath.



Masah is not permitted on gloves and all types
of head coverings.



Masah is not allowed on cosmetics which
prevent water from reaching the natural
surface. However, jellies and other substances
used to prevent splitting of heels, toes, skin etc.,
are permitted and need not be removed.



Masah remains valid for a period of 24 hours in
the case of a resident and 72 hours in the case of
a traveller.



Masah becomes invalid due to all those reasons
which render Wudhu invalid. However, if
socks are removed due to any reason or when
feet get wet with socks on, there is no
requirement of doing Wudhu afresh, if it is
valid. Washing of feet only is enough.

INCIDENTS INVALIDATING WUDHU

In addition to the items mentioned under Hadathi
Adhghar (which necessitate Wudhu), the following also render the Wudhu invalid:


Sleeping with support. However, dozing while
sitting without support or during Ruku’ or Sajdah
for a moment or two does not render the Wudhu
invalid.



Unconsciousness due to any reason.



Touching of private parts directly. However in the
opinion of Hanafi School it does not render the
Wudhu invalid though washing of used hand is
advisable.



Touching opposite sex including kissing. In the
opinion of Hanafi School this does not invalidate
the Wudhu, but according to Shafa’ee School it
does, and in the opinion of Maliki School it
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becomes invalid only if touched with feelings of
sexual excitement.


Laughing during Salaat. Only Hanafi School is of
the opinion that Wudhu becomes invalid if a person
laughs loudly during Salaat except during Salaat-eJanazah. According to others it does not invalidate
the Wudhu.

GHUSL (FULL BATH)

Ghusl means washing of whole body or full bath. It
has been ordered in the Holy Qur’an, whenever due on
account of Hadathi Akbar (Major Incident)
“O you who believe! Approach not Prayers in a state
of intoxication, until you can understand all that you
say, - nor in a state of major impurity except when you
are passing by (through the mosque), until after
washing your whole body...” (an-Nisa; 4:43)
“...If you are in a state of major impurity, bathe your
whole body...” (al-Ma’edah; 5:6)
“Major impurity” mentioned in these verses refers to
Hadathi Akbar. The activities which are prohibited during this
state of impurity are given below:



Offering of all types of Salaat.



Touching of the Holy Qur’an.



Reciting of the Holy Qur’an.4



Entering a Masjid. Passing through the courtyard of
Masjid, if no alternate passage is available, is
permissible.
PRESCRIBED METHOD OF GHUSL

4



Making up intention (Niyyat).



Reciting

“B-ismillahi

r-Ra’hmaani

r-Ra’heem.”

. Hanafi School: Saying “B-ismillahi r-Ra’hmaani r-Ra’heem” at the start
of important work and suitable short verse while blessing someone are
permitted. Shafa’ee & Hanbali Schools: Not permitted under any
circum-stances. Maliki School: Suitable verses are permitted to be said
seeking protection of Allah (SWT) against an enemy and to prove a point
during religious discussions.
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Washing hands and clean area of private parts with
left hand.


Wash hands again and do Wudhu as described
earlier.



Wash head thrice ensuring water has reached the
scalp (roots of hair).



Pouring water from over the head covering entire
body thrice.



Washing feet separately if not standing on elevated
place while bathing.
FARA’EZI GHUSL (Mandatory Requirements)

There are three mandatory requirements without
which Ghusl remains incomplete. These are:

To ensure water reaches the root of throat while
gargling during Wudhu.



To take water up the nostrils to clean the nose
properly while cleaning the nose during Wudhu.



To wash whole body without leaving any part
including scalp (roots of hair) dry.

NOTE: Anyone wearing jewellery like rings etc.,
should ensure that water reaches the skin under them
by moving or rotating.
SUNANI GHUSL (Recommendatory Requirements)

The requirements are of recommendatory nature
which is derived from the regular practice of the Holy
Prophet (SAWS). Though Ghusl is deemed to have been
completed, but omitting any of these is considered
undesirable. And if done deliberately, the act of
omission itself becomes sinful according to majority
opinion.


To perform Ghusl in proper sequence.



To wash hands three times.



To clean private parts.



To perform Wudhu.
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To clean the body properly.



To pour water over the entire body thrice.

TAYAMMUM (NOTIONAL CLEANING)

This is an exceptional method of obtaining Taharat
(cleanliness) in lieu of Wudhu and Ghusl. This method is
resorted to when water is not available in adequate
quantity or not available at all, so that the duties of Salaat
and recitation of the Holy Qur’an are not disturbed. This
signifies two things; firstly, the importance of the regular
performance of Salaat and recitation of the Holy Qur’an,
and secondly, the merciful concern of Allah (SWT) for the
convenience of the faithful. Can anyone have any doubt
about the mandate of regular Salaat and study of the Holy
Qur’an?
Tayammum is permitted according the following
Ayah (verse) of the Holy Qur’an: “...If you are in a state of
ceremonial impurity, bathe your whole body. But if you
are ill, or on a journey, or one of you come from the privy
or you have been in contact with women, and you find no
water, then take for yourselves clean sand or earth, and
rub therewith your faces and hands. Allah does not wish
to place you in a difficulty, but to make you clean, and
complete His favour to you, that you may be grateful.” (alMa’edah; 5:6)
PRE-CONDITIONS

The conditions under which Tayammum (Notional
Cleaning) is permissible are as follows:

5

.

Non-availability of water in sufficient quantity to
perform Wudhu or Ghusl. It is reported by Imran
(RA)5 “We were with Allah’s Messenger (SAWS) in a
journey. He led the people in prayer and when the
prayer was over (he found a person) away from
prayer (who) did not say prayer with (other) peo-

RA stands for “Razi Allahu Ta’ala ‘Anhu/‘Anha/ Anhuma/Anhum”
meaning “Allah (SWT) with him/her/the two/them”
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ple. He Said: ‘O so and so what detained you that you
did not observe prayer with the people.’ He said: ‘I
became junbi and there was no water.’ He said: ‘You
must have made use of the earth and that would have
sufficed’.” (Agreed upon) It must be remembered
that reasonable effort should be made to obtain
water from colleagues or from nearby places before
deciding to opt for Tayammum. Shafa’ee and
Hanbali Schools are of the opinion that water must
be used to the extent it is available. Hanafi School
is of the opinion that water must be searched, if a
person happens to be in a populated area and
during journeys, the search for water may be
limited to one mile (1.6 km) provided there is no
danger en-route. Maliki School extends the
distance to two miles and Shafa’ee to one and a
half mile. In the case of Hanbali School distance is
not specified.


When a person is sick or has a wound on the body
which is likely to get aggravated if water is used.



If water is very cold and it is feared that using it for
Wudhu or Ghusl may cause illness and there is no
facility for warming it. Even if the facility is
available, the person is too weak to warm it himself
and there is no one to assist him either.



Water is available nearby but there is a threat to
life, property or honour or even fear of getting
separated from colleagues (during journey) while
fetching it. Threat of enemy on the route to the
place of water, non-availability of implements to
draw water from the well, when under arrest and
there are other obstacles in obtaining water, are
other valid reasons when Tayammum is allowed. It
is unanimously held that under such circumstances
water may be considered as not available.



Water is available but it is required for other
important work like cooking, drinking, removing
filth etc.

36
SALAAT
A Symbol of Obedience to Allah (SWT), Discipline, Unity & Equality in Islam

MEDIUM AND METHOD OF TAYAMMUM

Primary medium is clean earth. Other things with
which Tayammum is permissible are those which are akin
to earth, e.g., sand, bricks, stones, lime and such things
which do not melt, soften or become ash. Wood, metal,
glass, coal, grains, cloth, paper, plastics etc. are not permitted unless these things have accumulated sufficient
amount of dust which is visible i.e., marks are left if
fingers are drawn over their surface. Method of
performing Tayammum is as given below:


Select a suitable medium for Tayammum out of
those mentioned above.



Be sure of intention (Niyyat) for Tayammum.



Recite: “B-ismillahi r-Ra’hmaani r-Ra’heem.”



Strike palms either on clean earth, or the selected
medium, keeping the fingers slightly open. Blow
off excessive dust, if any, so as to avoid it from
getting smeared on the face and arms. Move both
hands over the entire face as is done in the case of
Wudhu, including moving of fingers in the beard, if
required. Ensure inside corners of the eyes are also
covered using ring fingers.



Again strike the palms as described earlier and
move the palm of left hand from the backside of
the right hand palm up to and including elbow
bone covering the outside area of the forearm.
Then turn the palm inside without losing contact
and move it back to inside of the right hand palm
covering the inner part of the forearm. Repeat the
process on the left arm. Move the ring, wrist watch,
bracelet, bangles etc., to ensure all parts are
covered, as in the case of Wudhu. (Tayammum is
complete)
FARA’EZI TAYAMMUM (Mandatory Requirements)

There are only two mandatory requirements in
Tayammum; firstly, moving the earth-struck palms over the
entire face and, secondly, moving them over the forearms
with freshly struck palms.
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SUNAN TAYAMMUM (Recommendatory

Requirements)


Reciting “B-ismillahi r-Ra’hmaani r-Ra’heem”.



Sequence, i.e., first face and then arms. Blowing off
the excessive dust from the palms after they are
struck on earth or selected medium for Tayammum.



Keeping the fingers slightly open while striking so
as to ensure passage of dust properly.



Using a minimum of three fingers for moving the
palm over the face.



Starting with right hand followed by left hand.



Moving the fingers in the beard, where required,
immediately after covering the face.

INVALIDATION OF TAYAMMUM

The reasons which invalidate Wudhu/Ghusl also
apply to Tayammum. It also becomes invalid as soon as the
reasons necessitating Tayammum cease to exist.

3. TIME OF SLAAT
As mentioned earlier, method and time of offering
Salaat has been standardised to facilitate congregational
offering as emphasised in the Holy Qur’an and by the
Holy Prophet (SAWS). The daily five mandatory and
obligatory Salaat are so timed that remembrance of Allah
(SWT) is kept fresh throughout the day. It is the
remembrance of Allah (SWT) and His commandments
which are of utmost importance for protecting oneself
from the incitements and misguidance of Shaitaan and
allurements of the dazzling world. They Holy Qur’an
says:
“And establish regular Prayers at the two ends of the
day and at the approaches of the night; for those
things that are good, remove that that are evil; that is
reminder for the mindful.” (al-Hud; 11:114)
“Establish regular Prayers at the sun’s decline till the
darkness of the night, and the recital of the Qur’an in
the Morning Prayer, indeed, the recital (of the Qur'an)
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in the Morning Prayer is testified.” (al-Isra; 17:78)
“...and celebrate (constantly) the praises of your Lord
before the rising of the sun and before its setting; you
celebrate them for part of the hours of the night, and at
the sides of the day...” (Taha; 20:130)
Based upon these and many other ayahs (verses),
timings and frequency were laid down by the Holy
Prophet (SAWS). Salaat offered within these timings is
called ADA, i.e., offered ‘in time’. If and when a person is
not able to do so, offering the missed Salaat out-side these
laid down timings is permitted which is called QADHA. It
must be well understood that a Muslim is expected to be
highly conscious of the timings of each Salaat and offer
them in the nearest Masjid along with other Muslim
brothers. This is the true spirit of religion which intends to
unite Muslim on the pious occasions of Salaat. Indeed,
Salaat is the most pious and grand display of Unity of
Allah (SWT), His Message and His Creation - the Mankind.
Offering Salaat individually is an exception under
circumstances beyond reasonable control of an individual.
The judgement lies with the concerned individual whether
the circumstances justify offering of Salaat alone and or
outside the laid down timings as QADHA, for which the
individual is personally responsible and accountable to
Allah (SWT). Therefore, one must strive to offer Salaat as
‘ADA’ in congregation and not let them become ‘QADHA’ or
offer alone by negligence which is a sinful act. Only ladies
are permitted to offer Salaat individually at homes.
The timings given below are by way of description
in such a manner that even if a clock is not available, time
can be determined and Salaat offered in due time.
However, such an occasion may not arise frequently with
the modern ways of living and communications.
Salaat-ul-FAJR

Time starts from dawn or day-break and extends
up to (but excluding) the actual rising of sun. Except
Hanafi School, all other prefer to offer this Salaat during
early part of the time bracket.
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Salaat-uz-ZUHR/al-JUMU’AH

Time starts just after the sun has crossed the zenith
and extends up to (but excluding) the time when length of
shadow of an object becomes equal to its original height.
However, Hanafi School is of the view that it extends up
to the time when the length of shadow of an object
becomes twice its height.
Salaat-ul-‘ASR

Time commences just after the end of the time for
Salaat-uz-Zuhr and extends up to (but excluding) sunset. It
is unanimously held that unnecessary delay to the extent
that the sun becoming pale should be avoided.
Salaat-ul-MAGHRIB

Time starts just after sunset and lasts as long as
dusk remains. According to Hanafi School, dusk is the
whiteness which remains till it becomes fully dark. Others,
however, opine that the time lasts till the existence of
Shafaq (orange glow on the horizon) after the sunset, which
remains on the horizon for a much shorter period than the
whiteness. However, all are unanimous about offering this
Salaat immediately after sun set.
Salaat-ul-‘ISHA

Time commences from nightfall (full darkness) and
lasts till one third of the night has passed. It is reported
that the Holy Prophet (SAWS) used to retire after offering
Salaat-ul-‘Isha. In compelling circumstances it may be
offered up to the time just before dawn.
Salaat-ul-WITR

This may be offered just after Salaat-ul ‘Isha or
Salaat-ut Tahajjud, which is to be offered after sleeping for
a while. Its time extends up to dawn.
Salaat-ul-’EIDAIN:

These are offered prescribed for Salaat-ul-Chasht,
i.e. from the time sun becoming bright extending up to
noon (before sun has reached zenith).
Salaat-ut-TAHAJJUD

As the title suggests (Tahajjud means something
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requiring struggle in its performance), time of this Salaat
commences after Salaat-ul-‘Isha and continues till dawn,
but only after having retired to bed and slept for a while.
Great emphasis is laid on this Salaat, both in the Holy
Qur’an and Hadith. Describing some of the attributes of
‘servants of the Most Gracious’, the Holy Qur’an states:
“Those who spend the night in adoration of their Lord
prostrate and standing.” (al-Furqan; 25:64)
NOTE: Those who are conscious enough to make it a

routine should offer Salaat-ul-Witr after this Salaat.
These timings, as described above, do not remain
constant in terms of clock hours. They change with the
change in the timings of sun rise and sun set throughout
the year. The Salaat timings are published in the local
Islamic calendars. These are also displayed prominently in
Masajid (mosques) and Islamic Centre. Now-a-days small
pocket calculators are also available which compute Salaat
timings and sound alarms/Azaan as reminder.
PROHIBITED TIMINGS

There are five specific times when offering any
Salaat is not permitted in normal circumstances. These are:


During rising of sun.



After offering Salaat-ul-Fajr till after sun has risen
to the height of a lance (approximately 15 to 20
minutes).



After offering of Salaat-ul ‘Asr till sun-set. [This is
based on the Hadith reported by Abu Sa’eed (RA)
that the Holy Prophet (SAWS) has said: “There is no
Salaat after Salaat-ul-‘Asr till such time sun has
set, and there is no Salaat after Fajr till such time
sun has risen.” (Bukhari & Muslim)]



At noon when the sun is at zenith. [This is based on
the Hadith reported by Aqba bin Amer (RA): “The
Holy Prophet has prevented us from offering
Salaat and burial of the dead during these three
timings; firstly, when sun is rising till such time it
has risen fully; secondly, at mid-day and thirdly,
when sun has bent to set till such time it has set
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fully.” (Muslim, Ahmad, Abu Dawood, Nasaie, Ibne
Majah)]



During setting of sun.

All are unanimous that offering of Salaat during
these five timings is Makruh (undesirable). Maliki School,
however, considers that the prevention of offering Salaat
during setting of sun is cancelled and hence the prevention
is only during the remaining four timings only. Under
certain exceptional circumstances, though considered
Makruh, offering of Salaat is permitted in order to avoid
their becoming Qadhah provided:


Anyone, who is able to complete one Rak’at of
Salaat-ul-Fajr before sunrise can complete it even
while sun is rising. Hanafi School is of the opinion
that Salaat-ul-Fajr becomes invalid if not completed
before sun rise.



Similarly Salaat-ul-‘Asr may be completed even
while sun is in the process of setting provided one
full Rak’at is completed before that. This is based
on the Hadith reported by Abu Huraira (RA) that the
Holy Prophet (SAWS) said: “If anyone amongst you
gets one Sajdah, i.e., one Rak’at, of ‘Asr Salaat
before sun set, then he must complete it. And the
one who got one Sajdah, i.e., one Rak’at of Fajr
before rising of sun, then he must complete his
Salaat.” (Bukhari & Tirmizi)



Anyone, who has over-slept or forgotten to offer
any mandatory Salaat (Ada or Qadha), can offer it
during all the above mentioned timings. This is
based on the Hadith reported by Abu Qatada (RA)
the Holy Prophet said; “There is no negligence in
sleeping. Negligence is during awareness.
Therefore, if any of you forget his Salaat or slept
off, then he should offer it whenever he comes to
know of it.” (Tirmizi & Nasaie) Hanafi School is of
the opinion that one should wait for the prohibited
time to pass.

CAUTION: It must be understood clearly that offering

Salaat during the prohibited timings should not be
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exploited intentionally and made into a frequent
practice. Resorting to this casually for own
convenience is a perversion and hence sinful.

4. COVERING OF SATR
Covering of Satr is one of the preconditions of
offering valid Salaat. It refers to those parts of the body
which must be covered properly for offering Salaat. As a
thumb rule, a person intending to offer Salaat must
prepare himself as any decent person would do when
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visiting public places. However, the dress worn should
effectively cover the minimum laid down parts of the
body.
Dress as such is the distinguishing feature of
human beings. They have been imbibed with a natural
urge to cover their bodies. Our first ancestors, Adam and
Hawwa (Eve), were provided heavenly dress which they
lost as a result of violation of the command of Allah (SWT)
following misguidance of their sworn enemy Iblis (Satan).
The Holy Qur’an narrates: “In the result, they both ate of
the tree, and so their nakedness appeared to them; they
began to sew together, for their covering, leaves from the
Garden....” (Taha; 20:121)
In physical sense, dress covers, protects and
enhances the beauty of the marvellous creation of the
Master Creator. In spiritual sense too, it affords decency
and dignity to the soul and inner personality of a person.
Though its form and appearance have undergone
continuous changes to suit the tastes of time and
requirements of the climatic conditions of different parts
of the world, yet it has always commanded special
significance in human civilisation and culture. It creates
first impression about a person even before he has spoken
a word. It reveals his social status, upbringing, taste and
personality. The importance attached to it, care taken and
amount spent on it, is proof enough of its role and
significance in social customs and etiquette. Islam attaches
great importance to dress by including it in the prescribed
condition of Salaat. It expects people to dress decently and
be dignified without being extravagant and showy. It does
not approve obscenity and indecency in public places,
more so during the pious duty of worship by human
beings. Such an act will indeed be a degradation of the
highest status accorded to it amongst all creations of the
universe.
Men must cover properly their bodies from
navel to knees - both included. Proper cover means that
the covered parts of the body should not be visible either
due to inadequacy of clothes or transparency due to light
texture.
MEN:
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WOMEN: In the case of women their whole body is
considered Satr, except hands (up to wrists) and face
(excluding ears and hair). According to Hanafi School, feet
up to ankles are also exempted. Therefore, women must
cover their entire body except face and hand up to wrists.
The Holy Qur’an states: “...that they should not display
their beauty and ornaments except what (ordinarily)
appear thereof...” (an-Noor; 24:31)

Commenting on word zeenat translated as ‘beauty’,
the famous commentator Abdullah Yusuf Ali writes;
Zeenat means beauty both natural and artificial. I think
both are implied here, but chiefly the former...’
NOTE: It may be mentioned here that all sorts of opinions

are being expressed about ISLAMIC dress and its rigid
adherence during Salaat. These are all personal opinions
which have no bearing in Fiqh.

5. QIBLAH (DIRECTION)
The direction in which the Holy Ka’bah is located is
called Qiblah. Muslims are ordered to offer Salaat facing
that direction only. Although direction for prayer in itself
is of no significance as is evident from the following Ayah
of the Holy Qur’an: “It is not righteousness that you turn
your faces towards East or West...” (al-Baqarah; 2:177)
At the same time necessity of adopting a direction
while offering Salaat is self evident due to the fact that it
has to be offered collectively. Allah (SWT) has ordered the
direction of worship in clear terms. It is the direction of the
Sacred House - The Ka’bah: “...Turn then your face in the
direction of the Sacred Mosque; wherever you are, turn
your faces in that direction....” (al-Baqarah; 2:144)
The order is for all time at all places: “From
whencesoever you start forth, turn your face in the
direction of the Sacred Mosque; that is indeed the truth
from your Lord...” (al-Baqarah; 2:149)
Furthermore, by fixing the direction, Allah (SWT)
has also laid down the real orientation of our lives for
which a Muslim must strive and struggle in this world,
both individually and collectively. It is remembrance and
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consciousness of Allah (SWT) in our thoughts and deeds.
Then alone the real purpose of Salaat i.e., abstaining from
prohibited things, indecencies & obscenities, both physical
and moral, can be achieved and an exemplary character
can be built.
This explicit command also removes any
possibility, howsoever remotely, of losing the identity and
getting scattered in the most important and magnificent
display of unity of the faithful and obedience to the
Creator Sustainer. Otherwise, people, following their
personal whims and fancies, would have adopted different
directions in the name of family traditions and distinction
- as indeed is the case in many other social and religious
matters. Facing the Ka’bah during Salaat, wherever and
whenever it is offered, reminds the worshipper of his
identity and real purpose and direction of his life.
DETERMINING QIBLAH (DIRECTION)

There is no problem in determining Qiblah when
Ka’bah is visible, as inside Masjid-ul-Haraam (The Sacred
Mosque), or in any Masjid as these are built in a manner
that their direction is always towards Ka’bah. However,
problems do arise when a person is not able to offer Salaat
in a Masjid or a place where the Qiblah is marked. Taking
help of sun during day and pole star during night does not
serve the purpose since direction of Ka’bah does not lie in
cardinal points (North, South, East or West) from all places
in the world. Therefore, use of a compass (direction finder)
becomes imperative. These are not commonly available.
Under such circumstances, according to majority opinion,
the worshiper must offer Salaat in the direction he feels is
Qiblah. What if it is realised afterwards that the direction
was not correct? Opinions differ. Hanafi School holds that
the offered Salaat(s) remain valid and there is no need to
repeat, either as Ada or Qadha. But Shafa’ee School is of
the opinion that the offered Salaat must be repeated as one
of the pre-conditions was not fulfilled. Maliki School
consider repetition of such Salaat is desirable but not a
must. Hanbali School is silent about it. Knowing this
requirement, cheap but useful direction finders have been
specially designed for this purpose which are easily
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available. Direction of Ka’bah can be determined easily
from any place in the world with the help of these
directions finders.
CHANGING QIBLAH DURING SALAAT

It is quite likely that Salaat was commenced with
assumed direction but some knowledgeable person
indicated real direction of Qiblah during the course of
Salaat. On such an occasion, it is mandatory to change the
direction immediately. If it is a congregational Salaat, the
Imaam is permitted to chance his place to be in front. There
is a precedence set by the colleagues (Sahabah) of the Holy
Prophet (SAWS) in this regard. It is reported by Ibne Omar
(RA): “People were praying morning Prayers in Masjid
Quba when a person informed that order had been
communicated to the Holy Prophet (SAWS) to change the
direction towards Ka’bah whereupon the worshippers
changed the direction immediately. At that time they were
facing towards Syria.” (Bukhari & Muslim)
Relaxation: This condition is relaxed under the
following circumstances:
During journey: While riding a horse or camel (by
inference any vehicle) Sunnat and Nafl Salaat can be
offered in any direction. However, this relaxation is not
available for Farz Salaat without compelling reasons, e.g.,
while travelling in vehicles which cannot be halted by
individuals, offering mandatory (Farz) Salaat individually
facing any direction is permissible. The direction adopted
under such circumstances may be any direction
convenient to the fellow passengers and the individual
offering Salaat.
Danger and Compulsion: There may be occasions
when prevailing circumstances do not permit adherence to
the condition of direction. Salaat cannot be defaulted or
postponed even under such compelling circum-stances. It
has to be offered facing any convenient direction. The
Holy Prophet (SAWS) said: “When I order you for thing you
do it to the extent of your ability.” (Bukhari)

47
SALAAT
A Symbol of Obedience to Allah (SWT), Discipline, Unity & Equality in Islam

CHAPTER III
COMPOSITION & PROCEDURE OF
OFFERING SALAAT
COMPOSITION
Salaat comprises of a number of Rak’at which, like
Salaat is classified as Farz, Wajib, Sunnat (Mo’akkadah) and
Nafl (Ghair Mo’akkadah).
NUMBER OF RAK’AT IN DIFFERENT SALAAT
Each Salaat comprises a prescribed number of
Rak’at. The composition of different Salaat are given in the
sequence they are required to be offered:
Salaat-ul-FAJR:

Sunnat:

2 Rak’at

Farz:

2 Rak’at

Salaat-uz-ZUHR:

Sunnat:


Hanafi School:



Shafa’ee & Maliki School:



Hanbali School:

4 Rak’at
(in one sequence)
2 Rak’at
2 or 4 Rak’at

(in the case of 4, these shall be offered
separately in two sequences of 2 each)
Farz:

4 Rak’at
(in one sequence)

Sunnat:

2 Rak’at

Nafl:

2 Rak’at

Salaat-ul-‘ASR:

Nafl:

4 Rak’at
(in one sequence)
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Farz:

4 Rak’at
(in one sequence)

Salaat-ul-MAGHRIB:

Nafl:

2 Rak’at



Hanafi School: Considers desirable provided it
does not result in missing the Takbir atTahreema.



Shafa’ee &
desirable.



Maliki School: Consider undesirable because of
account of paucity of time between Azaan and
commencement of Salaat.

Hanbali

Schools:

Farz:

Consider

3 Rak’at
(in one sequence)

Sunnat

2 Rak’at

Nafl:

2 Rak’at

Salaat-ul-‘ISHA:

Nafl:
(Hanafi School only).
Farz:

4 Rak’at
4 Rak’at
(in one sequence)

Sunnat:

2 Rak’at

Nafl:
(Hanafi & Hanbali Schools only)

4 Rak’at

Salaat-ul-WITR: Witr literally means ‘odd’ as against

‘even’. This Salaat comprises odd number of Rak’at.
These are classified as Wajib by Hanafi School while
others treat them as Sunnat.
 Hanafi School:

3 Rak’at
(in one sequence)

 Shafa’ee, Hanbali Schools:
1~11 Rak’at
(Only one is not considered desirable).
Recommended methods of offering:-
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(i) In sequence of 2s (saying Salaam after Tashahhud
only) with one Rak’at at the end separately.
(ii)

All in one sequence without the usual Qa’edah
after every two Rak’at.

(iii) First ten in one sequence with Qa’edah after 10th
Rak’at then rising for the last Rak’at and
completing the sequence.
NOTE:

Since option lies between 3 and more, it is
advisable to follow the procedure described in (i) for 3
Rak’at and in (ii) for 5 and 7 Rak’at.


Maliki School:
1 Rak’at
(Separately after offering 2 Rak’at (offering one
only is undesirable).

Salaat-ul-JUMU’A:

Sunnat:


Hanafi School:



Shafa’ee School:



Others are of the opinion that there is no
evidence of Sunnat Rak’at before Salaat-ul
Jumu’ah like in the case of E’id-ul-Fitr and



Farz: (congregational):

2 Rak’at



Sunnat:
(Hanafi & Maliki Schools only)

4 Rak’at



Nafl:

2 Rak’at

4 Rak’at
(in one sequence)
2 or 4 Rak’at

Salaat-ul-‘EIDAIN (‘EID al-FITR & ‘EID al-ADH’HA):

These Salaat comprise only 2 Rak’at Wajib each
(with six additional TAKBIRS).
Salaat-ut-TAHAJJUD:

This Salaat which tops in terms of reward
comprises 2 to 8 Sunnat Rak’at (in sequence of twos).
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Salaat-ut-TARAWIYAH:

This is specifically offered during the month of
Ramadhan immediately after the ‘Isha Salaat. This Salaat
comprises Sunnat Rak’at. Opinions of different schools
about their number are as follows:


Hanafi & Shafa’ee Schools
20 Rak’at
(in sequence of twos)



Hanbali School

8 Rak’at

PROCEDURE
There is a standard method for offering of Salaat
which is easy to understand and simple to perform.
Consequently, it has become possible for the Muslim to
gather at the nearest Masjid (mosque) to offer Salaat with
their Muslim brethren anywhere in the world. It is
obligatory to offer Salaat collectively, except in compelling
circumstances. The Holy Qur’an says:
“...and bow down your heads with those who bow down (in
worship).” (al-Baqarah; 2:43)
The importance of this mandatory duty can be
judged from the order that even in the event of war, Salaat
should not only be offered without fail, but also be offered
collectively: “When you travel through the earth, there is
no blame on you if you shorten your Prayers, for fear the
Unbelievers may attack you; for the Unbelievers are unto
you open enemies. And when you (O Messenger) are with
them and stand to lead them in Prayer, let one party of
them stand up (in Prayer) with you, taking their arms
with them. When they finish their prostration, let them
take their position in the rear and let the other party come
up which has not yet prayed, and let them pray with you
taking all precautions and bearing arms…” (an-Nisa; 4:101102)

The ignominy and disgrace that the defaulters of
Salaat will have to suffer at the very beginning on the Day
of Judgement has been described in the Holy Qur’an thus:
“The Day that the shin shall be laid bare, and they shall
be summoned to prostrate, but they shall not be able; their
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eyes will be cast down; ignominy will cover them; seeing
that they had been summoned a foretime to bow in
adoration, while they were whole, (and had refused).” (alQalam; 68:42-43)

Salaat comprises various postures, recitations and
sequential movements from posture to posture. One set of
such movements is known as Rak’at which is the basic
unit.
RAK’AT & POSTURES
Rak’at is the most frequently used word with which
every Muslim must be familiar. Salaat comprises a number
of Rak’at. The numbers of Rak’at differ from Salaat to Salaat.
A Rak’at is made up of a set four basic postures viz.
Standing (Qiyam), Bowing (Ruku’), Prostration (Sajdah) and
Sitting (Qa’edah). These are described below in detail with
photographs of each posture at the end of this chapter:
QIYAM (Standing) (Fig 1)

This is the starting posture in which the
worshipper stands erect with due reverence, sobriety and
humility, befitting the presence of the most Exalted
Almighty Allah (SWT). Hands may be folded, putting right
hand over the left, and stretched down comfortably
(Hanafi School), or placed on chest at elbow level
(Shafa’ee and Hanbali Schools), or may even be left
straight by the sides (Maliki School). Eyes should be kept
open but cast down with sight fixed at the spot of Sajdah.
Closing of eyes occasionally for concentration is all right.
Standing during Qiyam is mandatory for Farz
Salaat, unless it is not possible to stand due to compelling
physical reasons, in which case, any convenient posture,
including lying down, may be adopted. According to
Hanafi School Sunnat Rak’at of Fajr and Witr also fall in
this category.
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RUKU’ (Bowing ) (Fig 2)

This is the second posture in which the worshipper
bends forward from the waist, keeping his upper part of
the body straight and parallel to the ground, placing his
hands on knees for support. His sight should be on feet.
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SAJDAH (Prostration) (Fig 3)

This is the third basic posture in which the
worshipper prostrates, putting his forehead, nose-tip,
palms, knees and toes on the ground. Palms are placed on
either side of face with elbows raised from ground, fingers
comfortably together and pointing forward. Toes should
also point forward.
Before going into Sajdah from Ruku’, the
worshipper goes back to standing position (with arms left
stretched) for a short while. This is called Qaumah.
Sajdah, the highest symbol of submission, is
repeated with a brief pause in sitting position called Jalasa
(like Qa’edah described below). According to the Holy
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Prophet (SAWS), the worshipper is nearest to Allah (SWT) in
this position (Sajdah) of Salaat.
Completion of second Sajdah signifies the end of
one Rak’at. From here the worshipper returns to first
posture (Qiyam) to repeat the sequence for next Rak’at.

QA’EDAH (Sitting) (Fig 4)

This is the fourth posture that is adopted after
completing a set of two Rak’at i.e., after second Sajdah of
second Rak’at.
In this posture, the worshipper sits with legs folded
backwards and palms resting on the thighs near the knee
ends, fingers comfortably together and pointing forward.
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This signifies the completion of one set of two
Rak’at. Thereafter it is repetition of the same
postures/movements depending upon the number of
Rak’at to be offered.
There are two types of Qa’edah, i.e., Qa’edah al-Oola
and Qa’edah al-Aakhirah. Qa’edah al-Oola is adopted after
completion of two Rak’at in Salaat comprising more than
two Rak’at. Qa’edah al-Aakhirah is adopted at the end of
prescribed number of Rak’at, i.e., one, two, three or four.
More than four Rak’at are not offered at a stretch.
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SRQUENCE
The sequence of movements described here is just
to give an overview of the way a Rak’at is performed.
Recitations during various postures are not given here.
Full details, including the recitations prescribed during
each posture, are given in Chapter IV- PRACTICAL
EXAMPLES.

After fulfilling the prescribed conditions (explained
in detail in Chapters-IV), the worshipper must stand
facing the direction of Ka’bah (also referred to as Qiblah),
and follow the sequence of movements described below:


Qiyam (Standing): With due concentration and
clear situation about the type of Salaat, type and
number of Rak’at, say ‘Allahu Akbar’ (Allah, the
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Greatest), raising both hands up to the levels of
earlobes, fingers closed, palms open and facing
forward. This is called Takbir at-Tahreema as it
signifies the commencement of Salaat during which
all other actions are prohibited (Haraam). Recite
prescribed recitations.


Ruku’ (Bowing): After prescribed recitations, move
into Ruku’ saying ‘Allahu Akbar’ and recite
prescribed recitations and rise for Qaumah
(returning to standing position) reciting prescribed
prayer. Be in this position for a short while reciting
prescribed prayers.



Sajdah (Prostration): Move into Sajdah saying
‘Allahu Akbar’, and recite prescribed recitations.
Move up into Jalasa (Sitting between Sajdahs)
saying ‘Allahu Akbar’. After a short while move into
second Sajdah saying ‘Allahu Akbar’. Repeat the
recitations of first Sajdah. Move into Qiyam saying
‘Allahu Akbar’.



Qa’edah (Sitting): This posture is adopted after two
Rak’at that is repetition of the first except minor
differences in prescribed recitations during Qiyam.

From now on it is repetition of the same sequence
depending upon the number of Rak’at in a particular Salaat
according to its composition. The Salaat is terminated by
saying As-salaam ‘Alaikum wo Ra’hmatullah (Salaam) first
turning towards right side and again turning towards left.
All movements, postures and recitations are
classified either as Farz (mandatory), Wajib (compulsory)
or Sunnat (recommendatory). Omission of Farz items
unintentionally renders the concerned Salaat invalid. It has
to be repeated in full. Omission of Wajib items render the
concerned Salaat defective which can be rectified by
offering a Sajdah Sahu, details of which are given
separately. Omission of other items also renders the
concerned Salaat defective but do not attract rectification.
Unintentionally. There are some inter-Fiqh differences on
classification that are also indicated where applicable.
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INFRINGEMENTS DURING SALAAT
UNACCEPTABLE
There are certain actions that are unacceptable
during Salaat and whose occurrence, whether willing or
not, will render the Salaat null and void. These are:


Omission/loss
preconditions.



Omission/missing of any of the Fara’ez (mandatory
items).



Action/activities giving an impression that the
person is busy in offering Salaat.



Speaking or replying to greetings.



Eating/drinking.



Laughing. As per Hanafi School laughing even
renders Wudhu invalid.

of

any

of

the

prescribed

UNDESIRABLE
Omission of any of the Sunnat reduces the standard
of Salaat substandard. Apart from this the following
actions are also are not desirable during Salaat though they
do not render it invalid:


To repeatedly adjusting of body postures or
clothing or prayer mats.



To put hand(s) on hips.



To look up towards sky or roof.



To have anything in front that distracts or likely to
cause distraction.



To signal Salaam at the termination of Salaat.



To hide face or droop cloth over face.



To offer Salaat when food is served.



To offer Salaat by holding back need of passing
urine or stools.
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Offer Nafl Salaat in slumberous condition.



To reserve any particular place in Masjid for self.



To interlock fingers.



To take support of anything during Qiyam and of
hands while sitting/rising. However, elderly,
weak, sick or over-weight may do so if it is not
possible to offer Salaat with due concentration.



Tying of hair at the back by men.



To spit or clean nose in front or on the right hand
side. Corner of a handkerchief or scarf may be used
to gather spit/mucus.



To offer Salaat near:





Bathing places.



Garbage dumps.



Any dirty place



On the roof of Ka’bah



On all passages, roads etc.



In graveyards.

According to Hanafi School the following things
are also undesirable during Salaat:


To reply Salaam by a gesture of hand.



To count Ayahs or Tasbeeh on fingers.



To complete Qir’at in postures other than
Qiyam.



Not to recite Surahs in their chronological
order.



To yawn needlessly.



Imaam standing fully inside Mehrab (small open
chamber for Imaam).



To recite same Surah in every Salaat.



To clear the place of Sajdah by face.
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To keep the eyes closed without any reason.



To offer Salaat bear head because of laziness.

PERMISSIBLE ACIONS
There some actions that do not cause any
infringements in Salaat. These are:


Crying.



Coughing.



Killing harmful insects/reptiles.



Walking a few steps in unavoidable need.



Lifting small kids.



Responding to Salaam by figure or gesture of head.



Drawing attention by saying “Sub’han Allah”.
Women should clap.



Prompting Imaam to help him during Qir’at.



Keeping footwear on provided there is not dirty on
it.



Cleaning place of Sajdah by blowing a little.



Closing eyes for concentration.



Offering Salaat by men in one cloth covering the
prescribed satr. Women can also do so in a long
robe covering them from head to toe.



Offering Salaat without head gear.



Stray thoughts.
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CHAPTER IV
PRACTICAL EXAMPLES FOR IMAAM
(PRAYER LEADER) & MUNFARID
(INDIVIDUAL)
In order to facilitate the performance of Salaat by
the beginners, step by step examples are given in this
chapter. Though the method and sequence as described in
Chapter-II remain the same, there are minor variations in
the recitation aspects of Farz and other types of Salaat.
Also, there are procedural variations when Farz Salaat is
offered alone, or as a follower of an Imaam in a
congregation. As a rule, all Farz Salaats should be offered
with Jama’at (congregation), preferably in a Masjid
(Mosque). However, in exceptional circumstances, it can
be offered alone at any suitable place. But efforts should be
made to invite others, if any, to form a Jama’at even in
places other than Masajid (Mosques) to uphold the true
spirit of Salaat as mentioned in the Holy Qur’an: “And be
steadfast in Prayer, give Zakaat, and bow down your
heads with those who bow down (in worship).” (alBaqarah; 2:43)

GENERAL NOTES
The sequence and the steps in a Rak’at have already
been described in Chapter-III. Their practical application
for performance of Salaat, prescribed recitations during
each stage and while moving from one step to another are
given in succeeding paragraphs.
All recitations are to be in Arabic language only.
For the convenience of those who cannot read Arabic text,
transliteration of Arabic recitations are also provided. This
will serve limited purpose of per-forming Salaat regularly
till proficiency in reading Arabic is achieved. Salaat
becomes mandatory for neo-Muslims immediately upon
embracing Islam and on reaching adulthood in the case of
Muslims. Wilful negligence of Salaat is a grave sin.
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In order to enhance the comprehension of the
Arabic text of the Qur’anic verses, translation in English is
given in parenthesis. Recitations with understanding
enhance the effect of Salaat and help in concentration.
Qir’at (refers to recitations during Qiyam) is quiet
(self audible) in all Salaat except in the Farz Rak’at of Fajr,
Jumu’ah, Maghrib, and ‘Isha Salaat. Qir’at is loud in ‘Eidain,
Witr and Tarawiyah Salaat which is offered collectively
during the month of Ramadhan. The Salaat in which Qir’at
is loud are called Jahri (loud) and others are called Sirri
(quiet). This rule is for Imaam (Prayer Leader) only.
Individuals may opt for loud or quiet Qir’at in Farz Rak’at
of these Salaats. Level of volume is different for
individuals and Imaam. In the case of Imaam, it should be
high enough to be heard by as many worshippers as possible, without resorting to shouting. For Munfarid
(individual), it should be in low tone.
It must be borne in mind that the English word
‘Prayer’ is used for Salaat as well as Du’a (supplications at
the end of Salaat). Du’a is not part of Salaat. If time
permits, joining in Du’a is by itself a graceful act and a
desirable practice. The increasing tendency of trooping out
of Masjid hastily after Salaat does in no way conform to the
true Islamic spirit in general, and of Salaat in particular.
Actions/movements performed during Salaat are
classified as Farz (Mandatory), Wajib (Obligatory) and
Sunnat (Recommendatory). Deliberate omission of any of
these renders the Salaat invalid. However, omissions due
to forgetfulness do not render the Salaat invalid except in
the case of Farz actions, in which case it has to be offered
afresh. Wajib actions, if omitted unintentionally, can be
rectified by offering additional set of two Sajdah, called
SAJDAH SAHU (Sahu stands for forgetfulness). Omission of
Sunnat actions does not require any remedial action,
though the omission itself is considered an undesirable act
(Makruh). For the beginners, the classification of these
activities are given in brackets as (F) for Farz, (W) for Wajib
and (S) for Sunnat at appropriate places.
NOTE: It is important to remember that opinions of the

four Imaams differ on classification of these activities
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which has a bearing on remedial action – Sajdah Sahu.
Laxity and laziness during Salaat is not desirable. A
worshiper is deemed to be in the majestic presence of
Allah (SWT). It is unique and the greatest honour for any
Mo’min (believer) whose mission of life is to seek the
pleasure of Allah (SWT). The Holy Qur’an declares: “O you
men! It is you that have need of Allah: but Allah is the
One Free of all wants, worthy of all praise.” (al-Fatir; 35:15)
There are certain prescribed recitations while
moving from one posture to another. Their rendition
should coincide with the commencement and end of
movements. These should be loud volume for Imaam and
low volume by individuals.
All prescribed preparations must be carried out
before commencement of Salaat. After that the worshipper
must stand respectfully - on a Musallah (Prayer-mat) facing the Qiblah.
A short Du’a (supplication) is recommended to be
recited quietly before beginning a Salaat for mental
concentration and physical readiness. This Du’a is
attributed to Prophet Ibrahim (AS) as given in the Holy
Qur’an: “Inni wajjahtu wajhiya lil-lazi fatar-as-samawati wal’ardhi haneefaon wa maa ana min-al-mushrikeen”. (Indeed I
have set my direction towards the direction of Allah, who
is the Creator of heavens and the earth, I am
straightforward and not of those who ascribe partners).
(al-An’am; 6:9)
NOTE: Procedure is enumerated under each step

including recitations with phonetic transliteration and
translation.

EXAMPLE OF SALAAT-UL-FAJR
TWO RAK’AT SUNNAT
FRIST RAK’AT
QIYAM: (F)

Stand facing Qiblah on Musallah (Prayer-mat),
switch off or mute mobile phone if it is being carried.
Concentrate and recite the short prayer mentioned
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above followed by the Niyyat.
NIYYAT (Intention): (F)
“Nawi’tu un usalli li-llahi Ta’ala Rak’ataini Sunnat-ul-Fajr
mutwajjihan ila jahat-il Ka’bat-ash-Sharifah.”

(I intend to offer to Allah Ta’ala two Rak’at
Sunnat of Fajr facing Ka’bat-ash-Sahreefah.)
TAKBIR at-TAHREEMA: (F)

“Allahu Akbar.”
(Allah the Greatest).
RAFA’ al-YADAIN: (S) (Raising hands with palms facing

Qiblah while reciting Takbir-e Tahreema.)
SANA (Glorification of Allah): (S) (low voice)
“Sub’hanaka Allahumma wa bi-‘hamdika wa tabarakismuka wa ta’ala jadduka wa laa ilaha ghairuk.”

(You are pure O Allah, praise is Yours and blessed
is Your name and exalted is Your Majesty and none
is to be worshipped besides You).
T’AWWUZ (seeking protection): (S) (low voice)
“A’uzu bi-llahi min ash-Shaitan-ir-rajeem.”

(I seek protection of Allah from Satan the
despised.)
TASM’IAH (Invoking the Name of Allah: (S)
“B-ismillah-ir-Ra’hman-ir-Ra’heem.”

(With the name of Allah – most Beneficent, ever
Merciful.)
QIR’AT al-QUR’AN (Recitation of Qur’an): (F)

Surah al-Fatiha (Opening Surah) Hanafi: (W), others:
(F) “Al’humdu li-llahi Rubb-il-’aalameen. Ar-Rahmaan-irRaheem. Maliki yaum-id-deen. Iyyaka na’budu wa
iyyaka nasta’een. Ihdinas-sirat-al-mustaqeem. Siraat-allazeena un‘amta ‘alaihim ghair-il-maghdhoobi ‘alaihim
wal-adh-dhaaalleen. Aaameen.”6

6

. It is Sunnat to say ‘Aaameen’(Please accept) at the end of recitation of
Surat alFatiha whether in Salaat or otherwise. But in Salaat (even in
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(Praise is for Allah, the Cherisher and Sustainer of
the Worlds. Most Gracious, Most Merciful; Master
of the Day of Judgement. You alone do we worship,
and aid Your alone do we seek. Show us to the
straightway. The way of those on whom You have
bestowed Your Grace, those whose (portion) is not
wrath; and who go not astray. (Please accept).
Recitation of some verses from the holy Qur’an7

(minimum one long or three short Ayah) Hanafi:
(W), Others: (S) (For Example Surah Iqlas): “Qul Huwa-llahu A’had. Allah-us-Samad. Lam yalid wa lam
yulad. Wa lam ya kun lahu kufu-wan A’had.”

(Say: He is Allah, The One; Allah, the Eternal,
Independent; He begets none, nor is He begotten by
any; and there is none like unto Him).
At the end of the recitation of Qur’an bow down
for Ruku’. (Rafa al-Yadain will be done by followers
of Shafa’ee and Hanbali Schools.)
RUKU’ (F)
TAKBIR ar-RUKU’: (S) (While moving into Ruku’)
“Allahu Akbar”.

(Allah the Greatest)
TASBEEHAT ar-RUKU’ (S)
“Sub’hana Rabb-il-‘Azeem.”

(Allah the Greatest.)
(It is Sunnat to repeat at least three times or more
but in odd numbers.)
QAUMAH (S)
Jahri Salaat when Qur'an is recited aloud) ‘Aaameen’ shall be said
silently according to Hanafi School. According to Shafa’ee and Hanbali
Schools it should be said silently in Sirri Salaat and loudly in Jahri
Salaat. According to Maliki School Imaam should say it silently and
others should say loudly in the case of Jahri Salaat. If the recitation is
aloud Aaameen can also be said loudly.
7

. It is desirable to recite different Surah/Ayaat in each Rak’at where this is
applicable.
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While getting up from Ruku’ recite:
“Sami’ Allahu li man ‘hamidah.”

(Allah hears those who celebrate.)
(Followers of Shafa’ee and Hanbali Schools
perform Rafa’ al-Yadain while rising up from Ruku’)
While moving down for Sajdah recite:
“Rabbana wa lak-al’hamd.”

(Praise to our Lord Sustainer.)
1st SAJDA: (F)
TAKBIR as-SAJDAH: (S) (While moving into Sajdah)
“Allahu Akbar”.

(Allah the Greatest)
TASBEEHAT as-SAJDAH (S)
“Sub’hana Rabb-il-A’ala.”

(Allah the Most Exalted.)
TAKBIR as-SAJDA: (S) (While getting up from

Sajdah)
“Allahu Akbar”.

(Allah the Greatest)
JALAS: (S)

May sit quietly for a period long enough to recite
Tasbeeh at least once.
TAKBIR as-SAJDA: (S) (while moving for 2nd Sajdah)
“Allahu Akbar”.

(Allah the Greatest)
2nd SAJDAH (F): Same as 1st Sajdah

Get up for Qiyam for second Rak’at reciting Takbir:
TAKBIR al-QIYAM: (S)
“Allahu Akbar”.

(Allah the Greatest)
QIYAM (Standing up for second Rak’at):
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Followers of Shafa’ee and Hanbali School sit for a
while like in Jalasa before rising for the second Rak’at
and call it Jalsa al-Istirahat and also perform Rafa alYadain while reciting Takbir.
SECOND RAK’AT
Follow the example from Tasm’iah till second Sajdah.
Thereafter sit in Qaeda.
QA’EDAH: (F)
TASHAHHUD: Hanafi & Hanbali: (S); Others: (W)
“At-tahiyatu li-llahi was-salawatu wat-tayyibaat. Assalaamu a’laika ayyohan-nabiyyu wa rahmatu-llahi wa
barakatuhu. As-salamu a’layina wa ‘ala ’ibadi-llah-issaliheen. Ashuhadu-al-laa ilaha ill-Allahu8 wa Ashuhadu
anna Muhammadan ’abduhu wa Rasooluhu.”

(The Praises, Salutations and Decencies are due to
Allah alone. Peace upon you, O Prophet, and
mercy and blessings of Allah. Peace upon us and
upon the virtuous bondmen of Allah. I bear
witness that there is no god except Allah and I bear
witness that Muhammad is His bondman and His
Messenger).
DUROOD: (Blessings) Shafa’ee & Hanbali: (F),
Others: (S)
“Allahumma salli ’ala Muhammad wa ‘ala al-e Muhammad kama sallayita ’ala Ibraheema wa ‘ala al-e
Ibraheema innaka Hameed-um-Majeed. Allahumma
barika ‘ala Muhammad wa ‘ala al-e Muhammad kama
barakta ‘ala Ibraheema wa ‘ala al-e Ibraheema innaka
Hmeed-um-Majeed.”

(O Allah bestow peace upon Muhammad and his
descendants just as You bestowed peace upon
Ibraheem and upon his descendants You are ever
8

While reciting the underlined part index finger of right hand must be
raised by closing the thumb and remaining three fingers. According to
Shafa’ee School the finger should be raised briefly during “ill-Allahu”
only and according Hanbali School, it should be kept raised till the end
whenever the word “Allah” is mentioned. Maliki School consider it a
“Sunnat” to keep it raised till the termination of Salaat and keep moving
it up, down, right and left continuously

68
SALAAT
A Symbol of Obedience to Allah (SWT), Discipline, Unity & Equality in Islam

Praise- worthy and ever Glorified indeed. O Allah
bestow prosperity upon Muhammad and his
descendants just as You bestowed prosperity upon
Ibrahim and upon his descendants. You are ever Praiseworthy and ever Glorified indeed.)
DU’A (Supplication): (S)
“Allahumma inni zalamtu nafsi zulman kaseeraon wa laa
yaghfir-az-zunooba illa Anta. F-aghfir li maghfiratan min
‘indika warhamni innaka Ant-al-Ghafoor-ur-Raheem.”

(O Allah I have committed much injustice to
myself and there is none who can forgive sins other
than You. So forgive me from Your forgiveness and
be merciful to me; for You are Oft-Forgiving and
Ever Merciful.)
SALAAM (Salutations): (S)

Say while turning the face to the right and again
while turning the face to the left.
“Assalaam ’alaikum wa ra’hmatullah.”

(Peace and mercy of Allah be upon you.)
TWO RAK’AT FARZ
Repeat the procedure given above for two Rak’at
Sunnat. However, Niyyat will be as follows:
NIYYAT: (F)
“Nawi’tu un usalli li-llahi Ta’ala Rak’ataini Farz-ul-Fajr
mutwajjihan ila jahat-il Ka’bat-ash-Sharifah.”

(I intend to offer to Allah Ta’ala two Rak’at Farz of
Fajr facing Ka’bat-ash-Shareefah.)

EXAMPLE OF SLAAT-AZ-ZUHR
FOUR RAK’AT SUNNAT
For first two Rak’at follow the procedure described
in the example for two Rak’at Sunnat of Salaat-ul-Fajr given
above till Qa’edah Tashahhud. This is called Qa’eda-e Oola.
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Thereafter get up reciting Takbir for second and third
Rak’at. Again follow the same procedure till the end of
Salaat i.e., Salaam. Niyyat will be as follows:
NIYYAT: (F)
“Nawi’tu un usalli li-llahi Ta’ala arba’ Rak’atin Sunnat-uzZuhr mutwajjihan ila jahat-il-Ka’bat-ash-Sharifah.”

(I intend to offer to Allah Ta’ala two Rak’at Sunnat of
Fajr facing Ka’bat-ash-Sahreefah.)
FOUR RAK’AT FARZ
Follow the procedure given in the example for four
Rak’at Sunnat az-Zuhr. Recite only Tasm’iah and Surat alFatiha in third and fourth Rak’at. Niyyat will be as follows:
NIYYAT: (F)
“Nawi’tu un usalli li-llahi Ta’ala arba’ Rak’atin Farz-uz-Zuhr
mutwajjihan ila jahat-il-Ka’bat-ash-Sharifah.”

(I intend to offer to Allah Ta’ala two Rak’at Farz of
Zuhr facing in the direction of Ka’baht-ash-Sharifah.)
TWO RAK’AT SUNNAT
Follow the procedure described in the example for
two Rak’at Sunnat of Salaat-ul-Fajr. Niyyat will be as
follows:
NIYYAT: (F)
“Nawi’tu un usalli li-llahi Ta’ala Rak’ataini Sunnat-uz-Zuhr
mutwajjihan ila jahat-il-Ka’bat ash-Sharifah.”

(I intend to offer to Allah Ta’ala two Rak’at Sunnat
of Zuhr facing in the direction of Ka’baht-ashSharifah.)

EXAMPLE OF SALAAT-UL-‘ASR
FOUR RAK’AT NAFL
Repeat the procedure described for four Rak’at
Sunnat of Salaat-uz-Zuhr. Niyyat will be as follows:
NIYYAT: (F)
“Nawi’tu un usalli li-llahi Ta’ala arba’ Rak’atin Sunnat-ul-’Asr
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mutwajjihan ila jahat-il-Ka’bat-ash-Sharifah.”

(I intend to offer to Allah Ta’ala four Rak’at Sunnat of
‘Asr facing in the direction of Ka’baht-ash-Sharifah.)
FOUR RAK’AT FARZ
Repeat the procedure given for four Rak’at Farz of
Salaat-uz-Zuhr. Niyyat will be as follows:
NIYYAT: (F)
“Nawi’tu un usalli li-llahi Ta’ala arba’ Rak’atin Farz-al-‘Asr
mutwajjihan ila jaht-il-Ka’bat-ash-Sharifah.”

(I intend to offer four Rak’at Farz of ‘Asr to Allah
Ta’ala facing in the direction of Ka’baht-ashSharifah.)

EXAMPLE OF SALAAT-UL-MAGHRIB
THREE RAK’AT FARZ (Only Salaat-ul-Maghrib has three
Rak’at Farz.)
Follow the procedure given for four Rak’at Farz of
Salaat-uz-Zuhr minus the last Rak’at. Niyyat will be as
follows:
NIYYAT: (F)
“Nawi’tu un usalli li-llahi Ta’ala salasa Rak’atin Farz-ulMaghrib mutwajjihan ila jaht-il-Ka’bat-ash-Sharifah.”

(I intend to offer to Allah Ta’ala three Rak’at Farz of
Maghrib facing in the direction of Ka’baht-ashSharifah.)
TWO RAK’AT SUNNAT
Repeat the procedure given for two Rak’at Sunnat
of Salaat-ul-Fajr. Niyyat will be as follows:
NIYYAT: (F)
“Nawi’tu un usalli li-llahi Ta’ala Rak’ataini Sunnat-ul-Maghrib
mutwajjihan ila jaht-il-Ka’bat ash-Sharifah.”

(I intend to offer to Allah Ta’ala two Rak’at Sunnat
of Maghrib facing in the direction of Ka’baht-ashSharifah.)
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EXAMPLE OF Salaat-ul-‘ISHA
FOUR RAK’AT NAFL
Repeat the procedure given for four Rak’at Sunnat
of Salaat-uz-Zuhr. Niyyat will be as follows: Niyyat will be
as follows:
NIYYAT: (F)
“Nawi’tu un usalli li-llahi Ta’ala arba’ Rak’atin Sunnat- ul‘Isha mutwajjihan ila jaht-il-Ka’bat-ash-Sharifah.”

(I intend to offer to Allah Ta’ala four Rak’at Sunnat of
‘Isha facing in the direction of Ka’baht-ash-Sharifah.)
FOUR RAK’AT FARZ
Repeat the procedure given for four Rak’at Farz of
Salaat-uz-Zuhr. Niyyat will be as follows:
NIYYAT: (F)
“Nawi’tu un usalli li-llahi Ta’ala arba’ Rak’atin Farz-ul-‘Isha
mutwajji-han ila jaht-il-lKa’bat-ashSharifah.”

(I intend to offer to Allah Ta’ala four Rak’at Farz of
facing in the direction of Ka’baht-ash-Sharifah.)
TWO RAK’AT SUNNAT
Repeat the procedure given for two Rak’at Sunnat
of Salaat-ul-Fajr. Niyyat will be as follows:
NIYYAT: (F)
“Nawi’tu un usalli li-llahi Ta’ala Rak’ataini Sunnat-ul-‘Isha
mutwajjihan ila jaht-il alKa’bat-ash-Sharifah.”

(I intend to offer to Allah Ta’ala two Rak’at Sunnat of
‘Isha facing in the direction of Ka’baht-ash-Sharifah.)

EXAMPLE OF SALAAT-UL-WITR
THREE RAK’AT WAJIB
Follow the procedure of four Rak’at Sunnat of
Salaat-uz-Zuhr up to third Rak’at. In the third Rak’at,
instead of bowing down for Ruku’, say Takbir raising
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hands like in Takbiri Tahreema and fold hands as in Qiyam,
then recite Du’ai Qunoot. After Du’ai Qunoot, move for
Ruku’ saying Takbir and complete the Salaat. Niyyat will be
as follows:
NIYYAT: (F)
“Nawi’tu un usalli li-llahi Ta’ala salasa Rak’atin Wajib-ul-Witr
mutwajjihan ila jaht-il-Ka’bat-ash-Sharifah.”

(I intend to offer to Allah Ta’ala three Rak’at Wajib of
Salaat-ul-Witr facing in the direction of Ka’bat-ashSahareefah.)
DU’A al-QUNOOT: Hanafi: (W), Hanbali: PERMISSIBLE

Shafa’ee: To be recited only in the month of Ramadhan
from 16th onwards.
“Allahumma inna nasta’eenuka wa nastaghfiruka wa
no’minu bika wa natwakkalu ‘alaika wa nusni ‘alik-alkhaira wa nashkuruka wa la nakfuruka wa nakhl’awu
wa natruku mai-n-yafjuruk. Allahumma iyyaka n’abudu
wa laka nusalli wa nasjudu wa ilaika nas’a wa nahfudu
wa narjiu’ rahmatika wa nakhsh’a ‘azabika inna ‘azabaka
bil-kuffari mul’haq.”

(O our Lord we seek help and forgiveness from You
and have faith in You and have trust in You. We
celebrate Your praise with decency. We are
thankful to You and refrain from being thankless
to You. We shall keep away and forsake anyone
who disobeys You. O our Lord we obey and offer
our worships and prostrate for You alone. We are
swift in seeking You and present our services to
You, and hope for Your Mercy and fear Your
punishment. Indeed, Your punishment is for the
deniers of faith)
Differences between different Schools:
Hanafi School: As described above.
Shafa’ee & Hanbali Schools: Since the number of
Rak’at varies from one to 11, the method recommended
to offer these is as follows:
Though one Rak’at can be offered it is considered
desirable to offer at least three. Whatever be the
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number, all Rak’at are offered in pairs of two each
ending with Salaam with one offered at the end
separately.
Offer all Rak’at (whether three, five, seven, nine or
eleven) continuously and adopt Qa’edah-e-Oola (recite
up to Tash-hud only) after the last but one Rak’at, and
rise for the last Rak’at and complete with Salaam.
Offer all Rak’at continuously adopting Qa’dah only
in the last and complete with Salaam.
Du’a al-Qunoot is recited in the last Rak’at after
Ruku’ before moving into Sajdah with hands raised like
in Du’a after Salaam. Hanbali School leaves the option
of reciting Du’a-e-Qunoot before or after Ruku’. They
also allow moving of hands over the face after the
Du’a. Shafa’ee School prefers the following Du’a-ulQunoot.
“Allahumma ahdini fi man hadaitha wa ‘afini fi man
‘afaitha wa tawallani fi man tawallaitha wa barak li fi
maa a’taita wa fi sharra maa qadhaitha fa innaka taqdhi
wa la yuqdha ‘alaika innahu la yazillu maon wa laita wa
la ya’izzu man ‘adai-tha sub’hanaka tabaraktha rabbana
wa t’alaitha wo sallal lahu ‘ala annabi.”

(O Allah guide me like those
whom
You
guided, and protect me like those whom You
protected, and be my guardian like those whom
You were guardian; make the gifts sufficient which
You have given me and save me from the danger of
my decisions, for You alone decide and none else
can decide against Your decision; none will face
ignominy who got Your guardianship, and he has
no honour who became Your enemy; You are Pure
our Lord, You are Sufficient, Exalted and bless
Your Prophet with blessings and peace).
Maliki School: Offer only one Rak’at as Witr but
recommend offering two Rak’at Sunnat before it.

EXAMPLE OF SALAAT-UL-JUMU’AH
FOUR RAK’AT SUNNAT: (to be offered individually)
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Repeat the procedure described for four Rak’at
Sunnat for Salaat-uz-Zuhr. Niyyat will be as follows:
NIYYAT: (F)
“Nawi’tu un usalli li-llahi Ta’ala Rak’atin Sunnat-ul-Jumu’ah
mutwajjihan ila jaht-il-Ka’bat-ash-Sharifah.”

(I intend to offer to Allah Ta’ala two Rak’at Sunnat of
Jumu’ah facing in the direction of Ka’baht-ashShareefah.)
TWO RAK’AT FARZ: (to be offered with Jama’at only)
Imaam will lead the congregation following the
procedure given for two Rak’at Sunnat of Salaat-ul-Fajr.
Muqtadis (followers) will follow the procedure of Salaat bi
l-Jama’at as described in next chapter (Salaat bi l-Jama’at).
Niyyat for Imaam and Muqtadis will be as follows:
NIYYAT: (F) (for Imaam)
“Nawi’tu un usalli li-llahi Ta’ala Rak’ataini Farz-al-Jumu’ah
bil-Jama’at mutwajjihan ila jaht-il-Ka’bat ush-Sharifah.”

(I intend to offer to Allah Ta’ala two Rak’at Farz of
Jumu’ah with Jama’at facing in the direction of
Ka’baht-ush-Shareefah.)
NIYYAT: (F) (for Muqtadi)
“Nawi’tu un usalli lillahi Ta’ala Rak’ataini Farz-ul-Jumu’ah
iqtadaitu haazal Imaam mutwajjihan ila jaht-il-Ka’bat-ashSharifah.”

(I intend to offer to Allah Ta’ala two Rak’at Farz of
Jumu’ah following this Imaam facing in the direction
of Ka’baht-ash-Shareefah.)
FOUR RAK’AT SUNNAT (to be offered individually)
Repeat the procedure described for four Rak’at
Sunnat of Salaat-uz-Zuhr. Niyyat will be as follows:
NIYYAT: (F)
“Nawi’tu un usalli li-llahi Ta’ala arba’ Rak’atin Sunnat-ulJumu’a mutwajjihan ila jaht-il-Ka’bat-ash-Sharifah.”

(I intend to offer to Allah Ta’ala four Rak’at Sunnat of
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Jumu’ah facing in the direction of Ka’baht-ashShareefah.)

EXAMPLE OF SALAAT-UL-‘EIDAIN
These Salaat are offered only with Jama’at or in
congregation. There are six additional Takbir. Imaam will
follow the procedure of two Rak’at as detailed out for
Sunnat of Salaat-ul-Fajr. In first Rak’at, say three Takbir just
after reciting Sana, raising hands like in Takbir atTahreema
and leaving them by the sides for the first two Takbir, and
hold them as in Qiyam after the third. Continue till Qir’at
of second Rak’at. Say three Takbir before going into Ruku’
leaving hand by the sides on all three occasions. Bow
down for Ruku’ on fourth Takbir. Then complete the Salaat.
Muqtadis will follow the procedure as described in
the next chapter (Salaat bi alJama’at)
NIYYAT: (F) (for Imaam)
“Nawi’tu un usalli li-llahi Ta’ala Rak’ataini Wajib alFitr/Adh’ha9 ma’e sittate Takbiratin bil-Jama’at mutwajjihan
ila jaht-il-Ka’bat-ash-Sharifah.”

(I intend to offer to Allah Ta’ala two Rak’at Wajib of
Fitr/Adh’ha with six Takbir with Jama’at to facing in
the direction of Ka’baht-ash-Shareefah.)
NIYYAT: (F) (for Muqtadi)
“Nawi’tu un usalli li-llahi Ta’ala Rak’ataini Wajib-ulFitr/Adh’ha ma’e sittate Takbiratin iqtadaitu hazal Imaam
mutwajjihan ila jaht-il-Ka’bati-ash-Sharifah.”

(I intend to offer to Allah Ta’ala two Rak’at Wajib of
Salaat-ul-Fitr/Adh’ha with six Takbir following this
Imaam facing in the direction of Ka’baht-ashShareefah.)

EXAMPLE OF SALAAT-UT-TAHAJJUD
Since this Salaat is offered in pairs of two Rak’at
each the procedure is same as explained in two Rak’at
Sunnat-ul-Fajr. Niyyat will be as follows:

9

Take the name of the specific Salaat..
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NIYYAT: (F)
“Nawi’tu un usalli li-llahi Ta’ala Rak’ataini Sunnat-ut-Tahajjud
mutwajjihan ila jaht-il-alKa’bat-ash-shsharifah.”

(I intend to offer two Rak’at Sunnat Salaat-utTahajjud to Allah Ta’ala facing in the direction of
Ka’bat-ash-Shareefah.)

EXAMPLE OF SALAAT-UT-TARAWIYAH
Since this Salaat is offered in pairs of two Rak’at
each the procedure is same as explained in two Rak’at
Sunnat alFajr. Niyyat will be as follows:
“Nawi’tu un usalli li-llahi Ta’ala Rak’ataini Sunnat-atTarawiyah mutwajjihan ila jaht-il-Ka’bat-ash-Sharifah.”

(I intend to offer to Allah Ta’ala two Rak’at Sunnat
Salaat-ut-Tarawiyah facing in the direction of Ka’batash-Shareefah.)

SAJDAH SAHU
NECESSITY
Literary meanings of Sahu are ‘unconscious
mistake’. Mistakes of omission/commission do take place
in-advertently during performance of Salaat. There may
be occasions when mistakes are committed resulting in
deficiencies. In order to offset such deficiencies, a set of
two Sajdah are offered before the termination of Salaat.
Following acts of omission/commission necessitate
offering of Sajdah Sahu:


Termination of Salaat prematurely: Sajdah Sahu
should be offered immediately, even if acts not
permitted during Salaat, i.e., talking have been
committed. Only Hanafi School is of the opinion
that Salaat must be repeated if such acts are done.



Offering of extra Rak’at: According to Hanafi
School the person should revert to Qa’edah
alAakhirah and offer Sajdah Sahu, provided he has
not performed Sajdah of additional Rak’at.
Otherwise the person should add one more Rak’at
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to make it of even number and assume it as Nafl
Salaat and repeat the Farz Salaat. Others do not
consider adding of Rak’at necessary. Just offering
of Sajdah Sahu at the end of extra Rak’at is enough.


Forgetting to observe Qa’edah alOola and rising for
third Rak’at. Imaam should take position of Qa’edah
on being reminded by Muqtadi (the method of reminding by Muqtadi is to say ‘Sub’han Allah’
loudly), or on self-realization, provided the person
has not already risen for Qiyam (in which case he
should continue the Salaat). In either case, Sajdah
Sahu must be offered before termination of Salaat.



When in doubt about number of Rak’at offered. In
such an event, according all Schools except Hanafi
School, the person should assume the lower
number and complete the Salaat offering Sajdah
Sahu before termination of Salaat. Hanafi School is
of the opinion that the person should try and
recollect the correct number and go by his
dominant view. However, if a person is not
habitually forgetful, he must repeat the Salaat, if
doubt has arisen in the very beginning of Salaat or
for the first time in life.



Unconscious omission of any
(Obligatory) items of Salaat.



Delaying performance of any item (Ruku’, Sajdah or
Qiyam) for more than a period required to recite
Tasbeeh once due to lack of concentration.

of the

Wajib

METHOD
The method of offering Sajdah Sahu is same for
individual and for Imaam. The procedure is as follows:
In Qa’edah alAakhirah, only one Salaam (to the right)
should be performed, and two Sajdah offered in the normal
manner saying Allahu Akbar for each movement with same
recitations (Sub’hana Rabbi alA’ala). Thereafter Tashahhud,
Durood and Du’a should be recited and Salaat terminated
with Salaam on both sides.
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CHAPTER V
ONGREGATIONAL SALAAT
(SALAAT-BIL-JAMA’AT)
MANDATE
As brought out in Chapter I, Salaat is an institution
by itself which binds the followers of Islam in strong ties
of brotherhood. They live for the benefit of each other
providing a source of strength and confidence. Life,
property, and honour of people are safe providing a fearfree environment for the collective welfare and prosperity.
This is possible only when people know each other well
for which they must maintain a regular contact. What
better occasion would there be for the people other than to
gather at regular intervals for the worship of The Great
Creator & Sustainer? These are the occasions when hearts
are filled with humility, grace and obedience. The Most
Merciful and All-Wise commanded His beloved Prophet
(SAWS) to call people to gather and offer Salaat collectively,
standing shoulder to shoulder with fellow Muslims before
their Creator & Sustainer in worship. The mandate for
offering Salaat collectively is derived from the following
verse of the Holy Qur’an: “And be steadfast in Prayer,
give Zakaat, and bow down your heads with those who
bow down (in worship).” (al-Baqarah; 2:43)
This is during normal times of peace. Even when
circumstances are not peaceful and there is fear of harm
from enemies during state of war, Salaat bil Jama’at is
ordered: “When you (O Messenger) are with them, and
stand fast to lead them in Prayer, let one party of them
stand up (in Prayer) with you, taking their arms with
them. When they finish their prostration, let them take
their position in the rear and let the other party come up
which has not yet prayed and let them pray with you…”
(an-Nisa; 4:102)

BENEFITS & REWARDS
Salaat bi alJama’at by itself is obedience of the
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command of Allah (SWT). However, in view of its key role
in shaping the character of Muslims, both as an individual
and as a community, the Holy Prophet (SAWS) has given
glad tidings of benefits in this life and rich rewards in the
Hereafter for those who are careful to offer Salaat
collectively in Masjid (Mosque). Some of the well known
exhortations of the Holy Prophet (SAWS) are:“I feel like telling a Muezzin to call for Salaat and
order someone to lead (Salaat) in my place and myself
set on fire the houses of those who do not come out
(for Salaat) even after hearing the Azaan (Prayer
call).” (Bukhari & Muslim)
“A person who offers every Salaat with Jama’at
continuously for 40 days without missing first Takbir
(Takbir atTahreema), is awarded (i.e. protected and
salvaged by the will of Allah) two acquittals - fire of
hell and hypocrisy.” (Tirmizi)
“If people realise the reward of Salaat bi alJama’at
they will rush to join the Jama’at in whatever
condition they might be. The first row of Jama’at is
like that of angels. Salaat of two persons is better than
of single person. And the Jama’at which has greater
number of worshippers is liked more by Allah (SWT).”
(Abu Dawood)

“Announce glad tidings to those who go to Masajid in
dark nights to offer Salaat bi alJama’at that they shall
be blessed with bright light on the Dooms Day.”
(Tirmizi)

“A person who offers Salaat-ul ‘Isha with Jama’at
gets reward of worshipping for half a night, and the
person who offers Salaat-ul-Fajr with Jama’at will get
reward of worshipping whole night.” (Tirmizi)

MASJID (MOSQUE)
A building which is dedicated exclusively for
public offering of Salaat bi alJama’at is called Masjid. When
the Holy Prophet (SAWS) migrated to Madinah his first
concern was to arrange for a suitable place for collective
worship. He built a modest building with the help of his
loyal and obedient followers. This was the first place of
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worship for Muslims in Madinah where they could offer
Salaat with due decorum, dignity and peace. This was
called ‘al-Masjid an-Nabawwi’ which is now the second
most holy place for the Muslims.
As a matter of fact, the community life of the Muslims is so intimately linked with Masjid that no one can
think of their existence without it. Even now, whenever
and wherever Muslims settle down, first thing they do is
to have a Masjid. Funds and efforts have never been found
wanting for this great symbol of unity and obedience to
Allah (SWT). The Holy Prophet (SAWS) has given good
tidings: “A person who, builds a Masjid for the pleasure of
Allah (SWT) will make a home for him in Heaven.” (Bukhari
& Muslim)

It is, therefore, extremely important for all Muslims
to understand the key position of Masjid and the pivotal
role it plays in their lives. What is the use of having a
Masjid if Salaat is not offered there regularly by all
Muslims of the locality? In the words of the Holy Qur’an:
“We inspired Moses and his brother with this
Message: ‘Provide dwellings for your People in Egypt,
make your dwellings into places of worship, and
establish regular Prayers; and give Glad Tidings to
those who believe’.” (Yunus; 10:87)
“The mosques of Allah shall be visited and maintained
by such as believe in Allah and the Last Day, establish
regular Prayers, and pay Zakaat, and fear none (at all)
except Allah, it is they who are expected to be on true
guidance.” (at-Tawbah; 9:18)
Under exceptional circumstances, Salaat bi alJama’at
can be offered at any decent, neat and clean place just like
any other Salaat. At the same time, offering Salaat bil
Jama’at at places other than Masjid when these are within
easy reach, is not in the true spirit of Islam. According to a
tradition of the Holy Prophet (SAWS), the reward for Salaat
bil Jama’at is twenty-five fold more than offering Salaat
alone. And there is additional reward for offering Salaat bil
Jama’at in Masjid. The Holy Prophet (SAWS) has also said,
“A person who went to Masjid and came back, Allah (SWT)

81
SALAAT
A Symbol of Obedience to Allah (SWT), Discipline, Unity & Equality in Islam

prepares a garden as a gesture of hospitality.” (Bukhari &
Muslim) The Holy Prophet (SAWS) has also said, “A person
who obtained cleanliness (did Wudhu) in his house and
then went for discharging an obligation of Allah to any of
His houses (Masjid), his sins will be removed with one
step and his status of honour increased with the other.”
(Muslim)

It is not desirable to offer Salaat at places like, grave
yards which do not have appointed place for Salaat in
them, stables of animals where animal droppings are
common, temples which have statues or photographs of
living beings etc., bathing places and public passages.
Offering Salaat on the roof of Ka’bah is not permitted.

ETIQUETTE OF MASJID
Masjid is a sanctified and a highly revered place for
the worship of Allah (SWT). Etiquette is laid down to
maintain its decorum and dignity. The prestige of the
community is inevitably linked with the prestige of the
Masjid. Therefore due care must be taken in observing the
laid down etiquette.
If there is more than one Masjid in a locality, one
should go to nearer one for Salaat. If these are equidistant,
Masjid which is older must be preferred. In the event of
missing the Jama’at in such a Masjid, it is permissible to go
to other Masjid to offer Salaat collectively. However,
Salaat-ul Jumu’ah should be offered in Jam’ay Masjid
(suitable for large congregations and designated for Salaatul-Jumu’ah) and Salaat-ul-’Eidain in open places called
E’idgah (where available).
Masjid must be simple in construction and
furnishings. The tendency to spend lavishly in
construction, furnishing and decoration must be rigidly
curtailed since it violates the true spirit of Islam and goes
against the advice of the Holy Prophet (SAWS) who said,
“Dooms Day shall not come till the arrival of that era
when people will boast about Masajid.” (Ahmad, Abu
Dawood, Nasa’ee, Ibne Majah, Ibne Hubban). Ibne ‘Abbas (RA)
has narrated that the Holy Prophet (SAWS) said, “I have not
been ordered to construct Masjid more permanent than
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required.” (Abu Dawood, Ibne Hubban). Abu Dawood has
also added the words, “You people will definitely decorate
them like Jews and Nasara (Christians)”. The second
Khalifah Omer (RA) has ordered: “Masajid should be such
that people are protected from rain. Ensure that red and
yellow colours and paints are not used lest they distract
people.”
Masjid should be kept neat, clean and fresh with
fragrance. A’isha (RA) has narrated that the Holy Prophet
(SAWS) had ordered to build Masajid in the neighbourhood
and keep them neat, clean and fresh with fragrance.
Nothing should be done which is likely to spoil their
cleanliness, affect their sanctity and decorum. Visiting
with foul smell from clothes or body, passing urine,
conducting business, reciting vain poetry, speaking loudly
or even reciting the Qur’an loudly causing disturbance to
others etc., are a few examples of disregard to the decorum
and decency.
Proper arrangements like appointment of a caretaker who can also perform the duties of Muezzin, provision of prayer mats, water for ablution, toilets, lights, fans
etc., should be made to facilitate the worshippers in
preparation and offering of Salaat comfortably without
hitch or hindrance. On their part, the worshippers must
assist in proper maintenance and should not rush to Masjid
at the nick of the time, causing avoidable commotion
during ablutions etc.
Masjid must be held in respect since these are not
only places of worship exclusively and solely for the
Creator & Sustainer, but also the most visible symbol of
Islam. They play vital role in teaching and propagation of
the Holy Qur’an and tenets of Islam, keeping the Muslim
community well informed and united.
Simple and dignified ceremonies of Nikah may be
conducted in Masjid with due consideration for their
decorum and dignity. They should not be reduced to a
common function hall, nor should they disrupt regular
Salaat or cause any kind of inconvenience to the
worshipers (Musallies).
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Salaat-ul-Janazah may also be conducted in Masjid
provided there are no alternate arrangements for it.

DEFINITION OF JAMA’AT (CONGREGATION)
Jama’at may be defined as offering of Salaat by two
or more persons under the leadership of one of them, who
is called Imaam. The follower(s) are called Muqtadi(s). In
the words of the Holy (SAWS) “Two or more persons make
a Jama’at.” (Ibne Majah)
For the daily mandatory (Farz) Salaat, minimum
two persons are enough - Imaam and Muqtadi. However,
for weekly Jumu’ah and ‘Eidain (E’id alFitr & ‘Eid alAdh’ha),
at least four persons are required - Imaam and three
Muqtadis. These Salaat cannot be offered individually.

FORMATION OF JAMA’AT
Jama’at is formed by Imaam standing in the middle
facing Qiblah and Muqtadis standing in straight rows
behind him. The method of forming the row(s) is as
follows:


Jama’at of two persons is formed with Muqtadi
standing one step behind on the right hand side of
Imaam.



If the Muqtadi is a female, she must stand directly
behind the Imaam.



For greater number, rows are formed directly
behind the Imaam starting from the centre and
extending outwards on both sides equally.
Existing row must be filled completely before
starting a fresh one. Muqtadis must stand shoulderto-shoulder without leaving gaps in between.
There should be at least two persons in a row. If
required, space of one person may be left vacant in
the last row to make a fresh row of two persons.



Ladies, if any, must form separate row(s) at the
rear. There should be no male (including young
boys) either in the row of ladies or behind them.
The row of ladies must be formed at the rear end so
as to leave enough space for people coming late. If
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possible, a sector may be earmarked exclusively for
ladies.

PRE-REQUISITES OF JAMA’AT


Imaam and Muqtadi (s) must be in the same place.
Different parts of same building (like roof, different
stories, courtyard, cellars etc.) come under the
definition of ‘same place’. Spill over from a
building does not affect the Jama’at provided the
rows are continuous. A gap of two or more rows in
between breaks the Jama’at.



Salaat-bil-Jama’at cannot be offered through radio
broadcast or telecast, whether pre-recorded or live,
either at the same place, but different locations, or
in different places.



Muqtadi must have Niyyat (intention) to offer Salaat
under the Imaam whom he/she is following. This
may be expressed in words also Iqtadaitu haaza
alImaam - following this Imaam). It is not necessary
for Imaam to make such intention, as he may have
been alone when he commenced the Salaat and
others joining him later to form a Jama’at, which is
permissible.



Imaam and Muqtadi must be offering same
Salaat. Offering of different Salaat by Imaam
and Muqtadi does not fulfil the condition of
Jama’at.



Anyone can join the on-going Salaat bi alJama’at till
the termination of the Salaat with Salaam. The
procedure of completing the missed part of Salaat
is explained separately.

ETIQUETTE OF JAMA’AT
Imaam must be conscious of the fact that he is
leading a Jama’at which comprises different types of
people with different individual needs. He must neither
unduly prolong the Salaat such that people start feeling
uneasy, nor should he be so brief as to appear rushing
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through hastily. He must be moderate.
Imaam should prolong first Rak’at slightly so that
people who are busy in other Salaat, ablution etc. are able
to join. After termination of Salaat he may either say a brief
supplication and move away, or turn to the right or turn
about in sitting position, indicating the end of the Salaat.
The Muqtadis must form straight row(s) properly
and quietly without causing commotion or inconvenience
to others. They must follow the Imaam in all his
movements and refrain from acting before him. The Holy
Prophet (SAWS) said: “O you people I am your Imaam so
do not bow down (for Ruku’) before me, do not prostrate
(for Sajdah) before me, do not sit before me and do not do
Salaam before me.” (Muslim & Ahmad) He also said:
“Imaam is appointed to be followed, so you do not be in a
hurry. When he says Allahu Akbar, you also say Allahu
Akbar, when be bows down for Ruku’ you too bow down
for Ruku’,’ when he says ‘Sami Allahu liman ‘hamida’ you
also say ‘Rabbana lak-al-‘hamd’, when he prostrates you
also prostrate and do not bow down for Ruku’ till he has
not done it and do not prostrate for Sajdah till he has not
done.” (Ahmad & Abu Dawood)
Space permitting, Muqtadis should shift their places
after termination of Salaat, after Imaam has either shifted
from his place or turned his direction. The Holy Prophet
(SAWS) said: “Can you not move forward or backward or
left or right after termination of Salaat.”(Ahmad, Abu
Dawood & Ibne Majah)

IMAAM (PRAYER-LEADER)
Leading of Salaat is a pious duty, great honour and
responsibility. By virtue of being the leader of the entire
congregation, he assumes full responsibility of the quality
of Salaat on behalf of all the Muqtadis.
The honour of leading the Salaat is not reserved for
any class of people, by birth or otherwise, except
proficiency. Therefore, this pious duty must be performed
by a person who possess relevant qualifications and is
confident of conducting the Salaat in the best possible way.
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Imaam must possess the following in the given order of
priority:


Sound knowledge and well versed in smooth
conduct of Salaat.



Qari (good recitor) and, preferably, Hafiz of the
Holy Qur’an.



Pious nature, humble disposition, simple style of
living and meticulous in observance of the tenets of
Islam. Should not be known for negligent and
careless attitude towards religious duties.



Elderly.



Good personality.



Must be acceptable to the majority of the residents.

Ideally, one of the residents of the locality, fulfilling
most of the above mentioned attributes, and acceptable to
the majority, should lead the Salaat, dedicating his services to the prestigious cause of Islam without any
consideration other than reward from Allah (SWT).
However, where situation is not ideal, any suitable person
with due considerations to the above mentioned
qualifications may be appointed on permanent basis and
paid adequately, if not handsomely. At the same time,
under no circumstances, he should be treated as a paid
employee of the community. Such a treatment is not only
in bad taste, derogatory to the status of Imaam, but also
against the very spirit of Islam. It must be remembered
that Imaam represents the honourable position held by the
best amongst the Muslims including the Holy Prophet
(SAWS) himself. Complaints, if any, must not be sorted out
in public, but settled amicably with mutual consultations
in private.
There are some well established conventions which
must be observed to preserve the dignity of the high position of Imaam. He must be held in high esteem by one and
all. Nothing should be done and said in public which is
likely to reduce his image. No one else, howsoever
superior he may be in qualifications, must lead Salaat in
his presence without his consent.
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The pious duty of Imaam should not be performed
by the following types of persons:


Person known to be of bad character with record of
committing major sins.



Weak in faith with belief in un-Islamic tenets.



Mentally retarded.



Intoxicated.



Minor.



Woman.



Gay (eunuchs).



Stammers and with poor diction.

It is also not desirable for the following persons to
lead the Salaat, except when no one else is available:


Suffering from contagious diseases.



Suffering from illness.



Physically handicapped.



Slaves.



Young boy whose beard has not grown yet.

PROCEDURE IN OUTLINE
Procedure of offering Salaat bil-Jama’at is simple.
However, many people prefer offering Salaat individually
on very minor excuses, and in many cases, without any excuse at all. This practice is negation of the explicit command of Allah (SWT) and regular practice of the Holy
Prophet (SAWS). Therefore, it is important for all adult
Muslims to know the procedure of offering Salaat bil
Jama’at and endeavour to offer their Salaat with Jama’at
regularly. Procedure is outline as under:


Azaan (Prayer Call) is given before all Farz
(mandatory) Salaat inviting people to the Salaat.



Iqamah is called when it is time to start Farz Rak’at.



Imaam stands at appropriate place such that the
expected number of followers can form up behind
him.
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Imaam offers Salaat in the manner described in
Chapter IV.



Muqtadis keep following the Imaam till he completes
Salaat by saying Salaam. (This is further explained in
succeeding paragraphs).



Salaat bil Jama’at is over after Salaam. However it is
desirable for the Muqtadis to remain in place till
Imaam has said a brief supplication and left his
place or turned his direction.

PROCEDURE IN DETAIL
AZAAN (PRAYER CALL)
Azaan literally means informing, announcing or
warning. In the context of Salaat, it refers to the prescribed
method by which Muslims are invited for Salaat bil-Jama’at.
The wordings of Azaan have already been given at the
beginning in the ‘Introduction’ itself. Azaan should be
given in the Arabic language only. The announcer is called
Muezzin. Any person (male) who is well versed and
remembers the wordings by heart can call the Azaan. The
following points in regard to Muezzin should be observed:


He must be in the state of Taharat (cleanness). He
may not be in Wudhu, though desirable.



He must be an adult or a mature boy. It is not
desirable for persons who are mentally retarded or
intoxicated or immature boys to make the call.



He should, preferably, possess good and loud
voice.



He must make the call facing Qiblah and standing
at an appropriate place within the premises of
Masjid so that it reaches out to maximum people. If
using an amplifier, he may stand wherever it is
placed. Azaan should not be given while sitting.



He should place his forefingers in his ears to
remain un-distracted and mute his voice for self.



He must turn his face to the right while saying
“Hayya ‘al-as-Salaah” and to the left while saying
“Hayya ‘al-al-falah” without changing the direction of
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chest.


He must add “As-Salaatu khairun min-an-naom” twice
after “Hayya ‘ala al-falah” in the Azaan of Salaat-ulFajr only.



He should make suitable pauses after each group
such that the listener should be able to repeat them.



Others may call Azaan with prior permission of the
Muezzin. Where no Muezzin is appointed on permanent basis, whoever is confident and having
good voice can make the call.



It is not permissible for more than one person to
make the call in the same Masjid for the same
Salaat.

Listeners are expected to cease talking and listen
when the Azaan is being called. It is obligatory to repeat
the call quietly. The Holy Prophet (SAWS) said: “When
Muezzin says, ‘Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar’, and anyone of
you says, ‘Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar’, and when Muezzin
says: ‘Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar’, the hearer replies, ‘Allahu
Akbar, Allahu Akbar’, and when Muezzin says: ‘Ash hadu al laa
ilaha ill-Allah’, the hearer replies: ‘Ash hadu al laa ilaha ill-Allah’,
and when Muezzin says: ‘Ash hadu al laa ilaha ill-Allah’, the
hearer replies: ‘Ash hadu al laa ilaha ill-Allah’, and when
Muezzin says: ‘Ashhadu anna Mohammad ar-Rasool Allah’, the
hearer replies: ‘Ashhadu anna Mohammad ar-Rasool Allah’, and
when Muezzin says: ‘Ashhadu anna Mohammad ar-Rasool
Allah’, the hearer replies: ‘Ashhadu anna Mohammad ar-Rasool
Allah’, and when Mo’ezzan says: ’Hayya ‘ala as-Salaat’, the
hearer replies, ’Laa haola wala quwwata illa billah, and
when Mo’ezzan says: ’Hayya ‘alas-Salaat’, the hearer replies,
’Laa haola wala quwwata illa billah, and when Mo’ezzan says:
’Hayya ‘alal-falah’, the hearer replies, ’Laa haola wala quwwata
illa billah, and when Mo’ezzan says: ’Hayya ‘alal-falah’, the
hearer replies, ’Laa haola wala quwwata illa billah, and
when Muezzin says: ‘Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar’, the hearer
replies: ‘Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar’, when Muezzin says, ‘Laa
ilaha ill-Allah, the hearer replies ‘Laa ilaha ill-Allah, whoever
says this in reply to the Azaan with presence of mind will
enter Heaven.” (Muslim, Abu Dawood)
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In the case of Azaan of Salaat-ulFajr, when Muezzin
says, ‘As Salaatu khairun min-an-naom’, the hearer should
say, ‘Sadaqta wa bararta’ (you said the truth and thing of
piety).”
After the completion of Azaan, everyone must say
the following Du’a (supplication): “Allahumma Rabba hazi hida’wati-ttammati was-salawaati-al-qayimati aati Muhammad-nil
waseelata wal-fazeelata wa-b‘ashu muqamam mahmooda-nil-lazi
wa’ad-ttahu.” (O Allah, Lord of this call and Salaat

established, bless Muhammad the pride of place and grace
and appoint him to the position of praise of which You
have promised.)
The Holy Prophet (SAWS) has said, “Whoever
supplicates this after listening to Azaan will be entitled to
my recommendation.” (Bukhari) In the event of hearing
Azaan from many places, replying to one is sufficient.
There are certain exceptional circumstances when it
is permitted not to reply to the Azaan. These are:


While listening to the Khutbah of Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah
(address by Imaam just before the Salaat).



While attending Salaat-ul-Janazah.



Ladies during period of menses and post natal
discharge.



While teaching or studying religion.



During cohabitation.



While in toilet.



While eating.

IQAMAH
This is the second Azaan called immediately before
the commencement of Salaat. Interval between Iqamah and
Salaat is not laid down. In any case, Iqamah is to be called
only once, even if there is slight delay for Salaat to
commence due to un-avoidable reasons. The person who
had given the Azaan should also call Iqamah. Others may
also do so but with permission from the Muezzin of the
Masjid.
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The call is identical to Azaan except that the words,
“Qad qama-tis-Salaat” which are added twice after “Hayya ‘alal-falah.” The call is given standing directly behind the
Imaam without putting forefingers in ears. It is also not as
loud and prolonged as the first Azaan. However suitable
pauses should be given.
Musallies present in Masjid must immediately start
forming up behind the Imaam, in straight lines and
shoulder to shoulder.
SALAAT
Immediately after the Iqamah, the Imaam must
commence the Salaat as already described. The Muqtadis
should follow saying Takbir at-Tahreema quietly. Thereafter
they must follow the Imaam in all his actions till the end of
Salaat. They must ensure that they follow and not lead the
Imaam in his movements.
They must recite everything i.e., Sana, Ta’awwuz,
Tasm’iah, Takbir, Tasbeeh etc. except the Qir’at i.e., Surat-ul
Fatiha and the additional Surah. The opinions of the
different schools in regard to Qir’at are as follows:Hanafi School: Muqtadis should not recite either
Surat-ul-Fatiha or the Additional Surah. They must
listen to the recitation of Imaam carefully and keep
quiet even if Imaam is not audible as in Sirri (inaudible)
Salaats (Zuhr & ‘Asr) or on account of distance and
other reasons.
Maliki and Hanbali Schools: In Jahri Salaats, in
which Imaam recites the Qir’at loudly, the Muqtadis
should listen attentively without themselves repeating
or reciting independent of Imaam. However, in the case
of Sirri Salaat, Surat-ul-Fatiha must be recited quietly
since Imaam also recites them quietly (hence not
audible to Muqtadis) because there is no Salaat without
Surat-ul-Fatiha. In other words, Surat al-Fatiha must
either be heard or recited. Hence in large
congregations, where Imaam is not audible without
proper arrangements of public address equipment,
Muqtadis must recite Surat-ul-Fatiha. quietly.
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Shafa’ee School: Surat-ul-Fatiha. should be recited
quietly in all Salaat without exception.
As regards recitation of additional Surah, opinion is
unanimous that Muqtadi should not recite it at all whether
in Jahri (audible) or Sirri Salaat.

SALAAT-UL-JUMU’AH
From the very beginning one day in a week has
been dedicated for special worship in all religions. Friday
was chosen as the day for special worship for the Muslims
for all times to come. It is declared as such in the Holy
Qur’an itself: “O you who believe when the call is
proclaimed to prepare on Friday (The Day of Assembly,
hasten earnestly to the Remembrance of Allah, and leave
off business (and other activities). That is best for you if
you knew.” (al-Jumu’ah; 62:9)
There is no difference of opinion in regard to the
mandate of Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah. Apart from the above Ayah
of the Holy Qur’an, the Holy Prophet (SAWS) had also said,
“Whosoever did not value Jumu’ah and left three
consecutive Jumu’ah without valid reason, Allah seals his
heart.” (Abu Dawood, Tirmizi, Nasa’ee & Ibne Majah), and
“People must refrain from missing Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah,
otherwise Allah will seal their hearts and they shall be
from the negligent.” (Muslim, Ahmad, Nasa’ee). [Implying
that such a person shall find acceptance of divine guidance
more and more difficult as the time passes]
Narrating the rewards which accrue to a person
attending Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah regularly, the Holy Prophet
(SAWS) has said:, “Whosoever took bath and cleaned taking
due care within his means, applied hair oil and fragrance,
reached Masjid soon after mid day, did not separate two
people sitting together (i.e., did not jump over the
shoulders, disturbed the rows to reach forward, or did not
sit between two people and sat quietly wherever he got a
place) and offered Sunnat Rak’at, whatever he could, and
sat quietly (listening) when Khateeb came on to the
Mimbar (to address), all his sins from last Friday to this
Friday will be forgiven.” (Bukhari) He also said, “Whosoever had a good bath and reached Masjid early on foot, for
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not having a ride, and then sat quietly during the address
without doing any nonsense, such a person will be
awarded the reward of one year’s worship for every step
he took - one year’s fasts and Salaats.” (Tirmizi)
Exceptions
The Holy Prophet (SAWS) has said, “It is
mandatory for all Muslims to offer Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah
with Jama’at except slaves, women, children and the
sick.” (Abu Dawood). In another tradition he has said,
“There is no Salaat for a person who heard Jumu’ah
Azaan and still he did not come to Masjid, except for
valid reasons.” When asked to elaborate valid reason, he
said, “Illness or fear.” (Abu Dawood). According a
tradition, people are also excused Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah if there
is mud and slush in the way to the Masjid. Travellers are
also excused Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah as per the practice of the
Holy Prophet (SAWS) and Khulafa arRashideen.
Salaat-uz-Zuhr remains mandatory upon those who
are exempted Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah on Fridays. However, if
any one (except ladies) is able and willing to attend the
Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah in Masjid, Salaat-uz-Zuhr will not be
applicable to him. As regards ladies, who used to gather in
Masajid for Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah during the time of the Holy
Prophet (SAWS) and Khulafa arRashideen, there is difference
of opinion. According to Hanafi School, it is preferable for
the ladies (whether young or old) to offer Salaat-uz-Zuhr at
home instead of Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah in Masjid. As per Maliki
School, elderly ladies may visit Masjid for Salaat-ulJumu’ah, but it is undesirable (Makruh) for the young ladies
to do so if there is fear of mischief and misconduct.
Shafa’ee and Hanbali School hold similar opinion.
APPLICABILITY OF SALAAT-UL-JUMU’AH
According to Hanafi School, Salaat-ul Jumu’ah is
applicable in towns and cities only and not in small
villages. Shafa’ee and Hanbali Schools are of the opinion
that Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah becomes applicable in any place
where at least 40 people reside upon whom the Salaat is
mandatory.
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PLACE AND MINIMUM NUMBER FOR SALATUL-JUMU’AH
There is no mention of any specific place for
conduct of Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah, unlike the minimum number
of persons required for it, except in the case of Maliki
School, who insist upon its conduct in Masjid. However,
the aim and spirit of Jumu’ah will be met if the Salaat is
conducted at such central and spacious place that
maximum people can attend without any inconvenience.
Wherever Masjid is available, the Salaat must be held there.
If there are many Masajid within short distances, some of
them may be designated for Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah, in which
case remaining Masajid should not hold Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah.
The Masajid designated as such are called Jam’ay Masjid.
As regards minimum number of persons required
for a valid Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah, nothing is laid down in the
Holy Qur'an or by the Holy Prophet (SAWS). According to
Hanafi School three adult male residents are required in
addition to Imaam. Shafa’ee and Hanbali Schools are of
the opinion that at least 40, and according to Maliki
School, 12 male adults are necessary to observe Jumu’ah.
COMPOSITION & TIME
Composition of Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah has already been
given in Chapter III. It comprises two Rak’at Farz instead
of four for Salaat-uz-Zuhr and eight Rak’at Sunnat, four
each before and after Farz.
Since this Salaat is in lieu of Salaat-uz-Zuhr, hence
its time is also the same.
PROCEDURE
The procedure for offering this Salaat is identical to
two Rak’at Farz of Salaat-ul-Fajr. Unlike Salaat-uz-Zuhr,
which is offered quietly, Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah is offered with
loud Qir’at. However there are some additional
requirements which should be met for proper and valid
conduct of Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah. These are as follows:


Azaan. An additional Azaan is given just before the
Khutbah. The usual Azaan of Salaat-uz-Zuhr is given
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suitably earlier than usual time to facilitate people
to cease their activities and prepare for the Salaat.


Khutbah. Khutbah literally means an address. This
is the distinguishing feature of Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah. It
is delivered by the Imaam just before offering Farz
Rak’at. The Khutbah itself must fulfil certain
requirements in accordance with the practice of the
Holy Prophet (SAWS).



It must contain praise and exaltation of Allah (SWT),
proclamation of prophet hood of Muhammad
(SAWS), advice and exhortations to the people for
meticulous adherence to the teachings of Islam,
quoting relevant Ayahs from the Holy Qur’an, and
Du’a (supplication) for the Muslim brotherhood. It
must be delivered in Arabic language only.



It must be delivered facing the gathering from an
elevated platform (called Mimbar, which is located
on the right hand side of the place for Imaam).



It must be delivered in two parts with a pause in
between during which Khateeb must sit for a short
while (few seconds).



It must be brief but complete.



It must be delivered in appealing style in loud and
clear voice, if necessary, by an experienced Khateeb
who may not necessarily be the Imaam of the Masjid
or lead the Salaat.



Situation demanding, Khutbah may be disrupted
for a while and resumed.

SALAAT-UL-’EIDAIN
Salaat-ul-’Eidain refers to the two special Salaat
offered on special occasion in larger congregation,
preferable in large open grounds (‘Eidgah). These are ‘Eidul-itr and ‘Eid-ul-Adh’ha. ‘Eid means ‘feast’, ‘Fitr’ stands
for ‘discontinuation’ or ‘breaking’ of a fast and ‘Adh’ha’
means ‘to bring to light’. It is derived from the word
Zu’ha’ meaning ‘sacrifice’, which brings to light the real
faith of a person.
‘Eid-ul-Fitr is celebrated on successful completion
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of the month long fasting during the holy month of
Ramadhan, called ‘Saum’. Feast and festivities mark this
occasion. Eid-ul-Adh’ha is celebrated on the 10th day of the
month of Zul-Hajj coinciding with the day when Prophet
Ibrahim (AS) offered the supreme sacrifice of his beloved
son in prime youth. He was directed to do in order to test
the strength of his faith and willingness to submit
unhesitatingly to the command of Allah (SWT). This was
also meant to set an example of sincerity of obedience to
command of Allah (SWT) for all times to come for Muslims
of generations to follow. However, Allah (SWT) had
replaced his son with a lamb for the aim was to test his
faith and not to take the life of the young son who himself
was later appointed as Prophet. Animals are offered in
sacrifice to mark this occasion by the Hajees in Makkah and
the rest at their respective places.
Salaat-ul-’Eidain, on whichever day they fall, are in
addition to the five Farz Salaat including Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah
except for those who are performing the Hajj at Makkah.
The procedure of offering these Salaat has already
been explained in the preceding paragraphs. Other aspects
connected with the conduct of Salaat-ul E’idain are
explained below:


Time: The time for these Salaat starts after sunrise
and remains till the beginning of the time for
Salaat-uz-Zuhr. But the usual practice of the Holy
Prophet (SAWS) was to offer Salaat-ul-Fitr after sun
had risen to the height of about two lances (about
one hour in term of time which varies according to
location) and offer Salaat-ul-Adh’ha earlier, i.e.,
when the sun had risen to the height of one lance
(about half an hour after the sunrise). Delaying
without valid reason is not advisable.

Azaan: The usual Azaan which is given to
announce the time for Farz Salaats is not given for
Salaat-ul-‘Eidain. People are expected to gather at
the designated place (‘Eidgah) on their own,
reciting: “Allahu Akbar Allahu Akbar, la ilaha illAllahu
Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar wa liAllahi al’hamd.” (Allah
is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest, there is no
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deity except Allah, Allah is the Greatest, Allah is
the Greatest and for him is the Praise.)


Iqamah: Unlike other Salaat-bil-Jama’at, Iqamah is
not called before the commencement of Salaat.



Khutbah (Address): Khutbah is delivered
immediately after the Salaat, unlike Salaat-ulJumu’ah, in which the Khutbah (address) in
delivered before the Salaat.

ETIQUETTE OF KHUTBAH (ADDRESS)
Khutbah must be heard attentively. There should be
no cross talk and movements which are likely to distract
others. Even offering of Sunnat Rak’at is undesirable when
Khutbah is in progress. The Holy Prophet (SAWS) has said,
“If you tell your colleague to keep quiet when Imaam is
delivering Khutbah, you have committed improper act.”
(Bukhari, Muslim, Abu Dawood, Nasa’ee & Tirmizi) The
Musallies should come well in time to offer Sunnat Rak’ats
before the commencement of Khutbah.
Evidently, the spirit behind the mandate of Jumu’ah
is to listen to the tenets and teachings of Islam and receive
guidance in conduct of day to day affairs of life, at least
once in a week. In view of the handicap of language in the
case of overwhelming majority of Muslims all over the
world, it is just and proper that arrangements are made to
deliver address in local language covering the same
aspects before the mandatory Khutbah in Arabic.
Otherwise the purpose will not be served though the
formality will be met.

INABILITY OF IMAAM TO CONTINUE
Situations may arise when Imaam is unable to
continue to lead the Salaat. In such eventuality Imaam
must immediately depute by signalling suitable person
present in the Jama’at and break off. The deputy (Khalifah)
must continue from the same stage and complete the
Salaat.
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JOINING AN INDIVIDUAL OFFERING SALAAT
TO FORM A JAMA’AT
If an individual is offering a Farz Salaat as an individual in the absence of any other person, anyone coming
later should join him to make a Jama’at with proper Niyyat
(Intention). In such a situation the individual
automatically becomes Imaam and other(s) Muqtadi(s). The
method of joining is explained bellow:


In case of single person joining, he should stand to
the right and slightly behind the person busy in
Salaat.



In the case of more persons coming together they
should form of directly behind the person busy in
Salaat spreading out words.



In the case of a person or persons coming after a
single person had already join the person busy in
Salaat to form a Jama’at, the newcomer(s) should
single the earlier person standing to the right and
slightly behind to step back and join the line.

COMPLETING AN INCOMPLETE SALAAT
It may so happen that a person is unable to join
Salaat bi alJama’at from the beginning. He may also be
forced to discontinue Salaat on account of reasons beyond
his control like Wudhu becoming invalid, urgent call of
nature or an occurrence of accidental nature etc. These are
classified as Masbooq, Laahaq and Masbooqi Laahaq.
MASBOOQ (Joining Late)
Masbooq may be defined as an incomplete Salaat
because of late joining of Jama’at by a Musalli at any time
after Takbir atTahreemah and remaining in Jama’at till the
end. It is emphasised that Salaat-in-progress must be
joined immediately without waiting for Imaam to return to
Qiyam or sit in Qa’edah.
This is the most common occurrence, and the
procedure of making up for the missed part of the Salaat is
also simple. The procedure is as follows:
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For Salaat of Two Rak’at
1) Joining before Ruku’ of first Rak’at: Determine
Niyyat, say Takbir atTahreemah and follow the
Imaam till end. Muqtadi is considered to have joined
the Salaat from the beginning, provided he/she is
able to recite Tasbeeh of Ruku’ at least once while
Imaam is in Ruku’. However, latecomer will earn lesser
reward if the delay was due to laziness.
2) Joining till Ruku’ of second Rak’at (One Rak’at is
missed): Determine Niyyat, say Takbir atTahreemah
and follow the Imaam till the first Salaam reciting
Tashahhud only. Get up for Qiyam saying Takbir and
offer the missed Rak’at as Munfarid starting from
Sana.
3) Joining after Ruku’ of second Rak’at (Both Rak’at
are missed): Determine Niyyat, say Takbir
atTahreemah. Follow the Imaam till first Salaam
reciting only Tashahhud. Get up for Qiyam saying
Takbir and complete the Salaat by offering two
Rak’at as Munfarid starting from Sana
For Salaat of Three Rak’at
It must be remembered that only Surat alFatiha is
recited in third and fourth Rak’at in Salaat of three or four
Rak’at. This has a bearing on completion of missed part of
Salaat. Method of offering one missed Rak’at is same as
described above.
4) Joining after Ruku’ of second Rak’at but before
Ruku’ of third Rak’at (Two Rak’at are missed):
Determine Niyyat, say Takbir atTahreemah and
follow the Imaam till the first Salaam reciting only
Tashahhud in Qa’edah alAakhirah. Get up for Qiyam
saying Takbir and offer one Rak’at starting with
Sana, recite Surat alFatiha and some part of the Holy
Qur’an and perform Qa’edah alOola, as you would
have offered two Rak’at after joining the Jama’at.
After Qa’edah alOola, offer one more Rak’at in
similar way. Thus you would have fulfilled the
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requirement of recital of part of the Holy Qur’an in
two of the three Rak’at offered one with Jama’at
with Surat al Fatiha only and the two offered as
Munfarid with recital of part of the Holy Qur’an.
5) Joining after Ruku’ of third Rak’at (All Rak’at are
missed): Determine Niyyat, say Takbir atTahreemah
and follow the Imaam till the first Salaam. Rise for
Qiyam and offer all three Rak’at as Munfarid starting
with Sana. This is for Salaat-ul-Maghrib. In the case
of Salaat-ul-Witr, follow the procedure explained
for that Salaat.
For Salaat of Four Rak’at
Procedure of offering two Rak’at is same as
described in 2 and 3 above. For third and fourth missed
Rak’at, procedure is as follows:
6) Joining after Ruku’ of third Rak’at but before
Ruku’ of fourth Rak’at (Three Rak’at are missed):
Determine Niyyat, say Takbir atTahreemah and
follow the Imaam till the first Salaam reciting
Tashahhud only. Rise for Qiyam saying Takbir to
offer one Rak’at as Munfarid starting with Sana.
Recite Surat alFatiha and some part of the Holy
Qur’an and perform Qa’dah-e-Oola. Rise for third
Rak’at saying Takbir and offer third Rak’at with
recitation of some part of the Holy Qur’an with
Surat alFatiha and fourth Rak’at with only Surat
alFatiha and complete the Salaat. Thus all Rak’at
have been offered, one with Imaam with Surat
alFatiha only, being his last Rak’at, and three as
Munfarid, two with recitation of some part of the
Holy Qur’an and one with Surat-ul Fatiha only.
7) Joining after Ruku’ of fourth Rak’at (All Rak’at are
missed): Determine Niyyat, say Takbir atTahreemah
and follow the Imaam till the first Salaam. Rise for
Qiyam saying Takbir and offer all four Rak’at as
Munfarid starting with Sana and complete the
Salaat.
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For Salaat-Ul-’Eidain
These Salaat have one set of three additional Takbir
in each of the two Rak’at. In first Rak’at these are recited
immediately before Qir’at and in the second Rak’at, after
the Qir’at and before Ruku’. While offering the missed part
of the Salaat this aspect must be kept in mind. The
procedure is as follows:
8) Joining before or during Ruku’ of first Rak’at
(First set of three additional Takbir is missed):
Determine Niyyat, say Takbir atTahreemah and, time
permitting, recite the additional Takbir before
Ruku’, otherwise during the Ruku’ instead of
Tasbeehat arRuku’. At least one Takbir should be
recited during Ruku’ otherwise the Rak’at is to be
treated as missed and offered later as per the
procedure explained next.
9) Joining after Ruku’ of first Rak’at but before
recitation of second set of additional Takbir (First
Rak’at and the first set of additional Takbir have
been missed): Determine Niyyat, say Takbir
atTahreemah and follow the Imaam till the first
Salaam reciting only Tashahhud. Rise for Qiyam and
offer the missed Rak’at reciting first set of
additional Takbir after Sana and before Qir’at and
complete the Salaat.
10) Joining during Ruku’ of second Rak’at (First
Rak’at and the first set of additional Takbir are
missed): Determine Niyyat, say Takbir atTahreemah
and recite the second set of Takbir during Ruku’ (at
least one) and follow the Imaam till first Salaam
reciting only Tashah-hud. Rise for Qiyam saying
Takbir and complete the Salaat as in Ser. 9.
11) Joining after Ruku’ of second Rak’at (Both Rak’at
and the additional Takbir are missed): Determine
Niyyat, say Takbir-e-Tahreemah and follow the
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Imaam till first Salaam reciting Tashah-hud only. Rise
for Qiyam saying Takbir and offer the Rak’at reciting
additional Takbir at prescribed places and complete
the Salaat.
LAAHAQ (Leaving Jama’at before Completion of
Salaat)
Laahaq may be defined as a discontinued Salaat in a
Jama’at before its completion. A Muqtadi, having
commenced Salaat-bil-Jama’at from the beginning
discontinues Salaat before its completion, due to losing one
or more preconditions for Salaat, or for reasons beyond his
control. The missed part of the Salaat becomes Laahaq, if he
is able to resume during or immediately after that Salaat.
This is a rare occurrence and the procedure of making up
for the missed part is also comparatively difficult to
understand.
Muqtadis facing such situations may hesitate to
discontinue Salaat due to ignorance or difficulty in going
out for removal of the cause(s). It is clarified that Salaat
gets automatically discontinued as soon as one of the
preconditions, becomes invalid till it is resumed after
removal of the cause(s). Therefore, a Muqtadi facing such
situation must leave the Jama’at, and remove the cause(s).
Should the Imaam face such contingency, he should signal
someone to take over his duties and himself proceed to
remove the cause(s). He need not resume his duty as
Imaam if he is able to re-join before Salaam but offer the
missed portion of the Salaat.
The Muqtadi/Imaam facing such a situation has the
option either to resuming the Salaat by rejoining the
Jama’at at any convenient place (it is not necessary to go to
the same spot) or to offer the Salaat afresh as Munfarid. He
may also form a Jama’at with others who have not offered
their Salaat. For discontinuation Salaat must be terminated
by performing Salaam. If it is possible to resume, then
Muqtadi must simply leave the place without performing
Salaam and resume Salaat wherever possible after
removing the cause even if the Imaam has terminated the
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Salaat.
It is important to note that during this period of
temporary disruption and movement, he must neither
talk, nor recite, nor do any other work not related to the
removal of the cause(s) if the intention is to resume Salaat.
In large congregation it may not be practical to go
out for removal of cause(s). In such situation, the Muqtadi
may either discontinue and sit at his place, or continue the
movements with Jama’at till the end to avoid disturbing
others. At the end of the Salaat, Muqtadi must either
complete the missed part of the Salaat after removing the
cause(s) as per the procedure given ahead, or offer the
Salaat afresh. Should the Imaam face similar situation, he
must step aside and sit till the end of Salaat and offer the
missed part.
In the event of other emergencies, Muqtadi(s) may
intentionally discontinue the Salaat, by performing Salaam,
and attend to the emergency. Time permitting, Muqtadi
must re-join with fresh Niyyat and complete the missed
part as per the procedure applicable for Masbooq. The
initial part of the Salaat offered before discontinuation is to
be ignored. If the Salaat was over by the time he/they
returned, the Salaat may be offered afresh as Munfarid, or
with Jama’at, if possible.
If this situation is faced during Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah,
Salaat-uz-Zuhr may be offered with Jama’at or as Munfarid,
as Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah cannot be offered without fulfilling the
requirements mentioned earlier. However, Salaat-ulJumu’ah may also be offered, if in other Masjid, if possible.
For Salaat of Two Rak’at
1) Left Jama’at and returned during Qiyam of the
same Rak’at: (Missed only a part of Qir’at) This
is possible when Qir’at is long like in Salaat-utTarawiyah. No action is required. Salaat is deemed
to have remained un-disrupted as no part (Ruku’ &
Sajdah) of the Rak’at is missed.

2) Left Jama’at before Ruku’ of first Rak’at and
returned before Ruku’ of second Rak’at (Missed
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Ruku’ and Sajdahs of First Rak’at): Start
separately with Qiyam, remain in it long enough to
recite one Tasbeeh and offer missed Ruku’ and
Sajdahs of first Rak’at and rejoin, provided sufficient
time is available before Imaam goes into Ruku’ of
the second Rak’at. Otherwise rejoin immediately
and follow Imaam till the end. Get up saying Takbir
after first Salaam and offer the missed Ruku’ and
Sajdahs of the first Rak’at.
3) Left Jama’at before Ruku’ of first Rak’at and
returned after Ruku’ of second Rak’at (Missed
both Rak’at): Start with Qiyam and stay long
enough to recite a Tasbeeh and rejoin the Jama’at.
Follow the Imaam till first Salaam only reciting
Tashahhud. Get up saying Takbir, offer two Rak’at
as Muqtadi i.e., offer Ruku’ and Sajdahs of both
Rak’at without Qir’at.
4) Left Jama’at after Ruku’ of first Rak’at and
rejoined before Ruku’ of second Rak’at (Missed
only part of the Qir’at of second Rak’at): This is
like the situation explained under Ser. 1. Hence no
action is required.
For Salaat of More Than Two Rak’at
5) For situations of S. Nos. 1, 2 and 4: The procedure

is same as described above. (1, 2&4)
6) Left Jama’at any time and re-joined any time
before the end of Salaat: Depending upon the
time available and the amount of Salaat missed up
to the time of re-joining, either offer the missed
part of Salaat by staying in Qiyam, Ruku’ and
Sajdahs just long enough to recite one Tasbeeh in
each stage. Otherwise, offer the Salaat afresh as
Munfarid or with Jama’at, if possible.
MASBOOQ-O-LAHAQ (Joining Late and Leaving
Before Completion of Jama’at)
It is the combination of the two situations
mentioned above, i.e., joining late and discontinuing
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before completion of Salaat. This is also very rare
occurrence and the method of completing the missed part
is also more difficult to understand.
1) Joined Jama’at after Ruku’ of first Rak’at, Left
and re-joined before Ruku’ of second Rak’at (First
Rak’at is missed): This is possible when Qir’at is
long like in Salaat-ut Tarawiyah: Follow Imaam
till first Salaam reciting only Tashah-hud. Rise for
Qiyam saying Takbir and offer first Rak’at as
described in Ser.1 for Masbooq.
2) Joined Jama’at after Ruku’ of first Rak’at, Left
before Ruku’ of second Rak’at. Re-joined in
Qa’edah (Missed Two Rak’at): Follow Imaam till
first Salaam reciting only Tashah-hud. Get up for
Qiyam saying Takbir and offer first and second
Rak’at as described in Ser.3 for Masbooq.
3) Left Jama’at any time and re-joined any time
before the end of Salaat: Depending upon the
time available and the amount of Salaat missed up
to the time of re-joining, either offer the missed
part of Salaat by staying in Qiyam, Ruku’ and
Sajdahs just long enough to recite one Tasbeeh in
each stage. Otherwise, offer the Salaat afresh as
Munfarid or with Jama’at, if possible.
NOTE: Though all the Salaat are offered in public, they
are not for exhibition or demonstration purpose. They
are offered purely in submission to the command of
Allah (SWT). Further, in a multi-religious society care
should be taken that performance of congregational
Salaat should not cause any inconvenience to public. It
must always be borne in mind that legitimate
convenience of public has over-riding priority.
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CHAPTER - VI
SALAAT-UL-QASR
Qasr literally means ‘short’ or ‘small’. In the context
of Salaat it refers to reduce the number of Farz Rak’at from
four to two in Salaat-uz-Zuhr and Salaat-ul-‘Asr when away
from home on travel. This is not applicable to other Salaats
that have less than four Farz Rak’ats.

AUTHORITY
The authority for observing Qasr is drawn from the
following Ayah of Holy Qur’an and Hadith. “When ye
travel through the earth, there is no blame on you if you
shorten your prayers, for fear the Unbelievers may attack
you; for the Unbelievers are unto you open enemies.” (AnNisa; 4:101) Ya’la bin Umayya (RA) narrates that when he
inquired with ‘Umar (RA): “Why people are continuing
with shortening of prayers when Allah said; ‘When ye
travel through the earth there is no blame on you if ye
shorten your prayers for fear the Unbelievers may attack
you; for the Unbelievers are unto you open enemies,’ Now
that the threat of harm is no more?’ ‘Umar (RA) said;
‘What has surprised you had surprised me too and I
mentioned this to the Prophet (SAWS). He said; ‘This is a
charity upon you from Allah, so you accept it.’” (Bukhari,
Muslim, Ahmad, Abu Dawood, Tirmizi, Nasaie and Ibni Majah)

It is, however, established that the Prophet (SAWS)
observed Qasr during travel. There is no authentic Hadith
contrary to this practice. Ibni ‘Umar said: “I have been in
travel with the Prophet (SAWS), Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and
‘Usman (RA) and never saw them offering more than two
Rak’ats.” (Bukhari, Muslim) There are no differences on
this. The differences among companions of the Prophet
(SAWS) and Scholars pertain to the degree of emphasis on
observing Qasr – whether it is Wajib or Sunnat.
Hanafi School: Qasr is considered as Wajib.
Maliki School: Qasr is considered as Sunnat, but with
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greater emphasis than Salaat bi alJama’at. Therefore, if a
traveller does not find an Imaam who is also a traveller,
he should observe Qasr by offering the concerned
Salaat as Munfarid (individual) only. It is not
considered correct to follow an Imaam who is not in
travel and thus offer full Salaat in congregation thus
ignoring the permission of Qasr.
Shafa’ee and Hanbali Schools: Qasr is considered
merely permission and not a mandate. However, a
traveller is advised to preferably observe Qasr.

PROCEDURE
There is no difference whatsoever in the procedure
of offering Salaat-ul-Qasr. The procedure is same as
described in the practical example of Farz Rak’at of Salaatul-Fajr.

RECKONABLE DISTANCE FOR QASR
Anyone who leaves his permanent place of
residence for any reason is a traveller. Minimum distance
and/or time are either specified in the Qur’an or any
authentic Hadith. What is established beyond doubt is the
fact that he observed Qasr. He never said to anyone that
anyone travelling less than this distance should not
observe Qasr. According to a narration in Sahi Bukhari,
‘Abdullah Ibne ‘Umar (RA) and ‘Abdullah Ibne ‘Abbas (RA)
used to observe Qasr and did not observe Saum (Fasting)
whenever they travelled beyond 48 miles (77.8 km). It is
obvious that distance is not a factor for observing Qasr. It
is to be observed in any travel as understood by common
people regardless of it distance. Majority of classical as
well as modern scholars, including Ibni Qayyam, hold this
opinion.
Stand taken by different schools of Fiqh are given
below:
Hanafi School: Any journey that takes three days and
nights (72 hours) to complete either on a camel back or
on foot is taken as a qualifying distance for Qasr. In
terms of distances it is given as 54 miles (86.4 km).
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Maliki, Shafa’ee and Hanbali Schools: Distance
covered in one day and night (48 hours) is treated as
qualifying distance for Qasr. In terms of distance it is
48 miles (77.8 km).
Note 1. These rulings are deduced from an authentic
Hadith of the Prophet (SAWS): “It is not permissible for
a women, who has faith in Allah and Hereafter
(Aakhirah), to travel beyond one day and night (24
hours) without the company of Mahram (her husband
or any male member of family with whom marriage is
prohibited).” (Bukhari) Bukhari also records the
duration as three days and night (72 hours) in another
Hadith.
Note 2. There is unanimity on the point that no
cognizance shall be taken on the actual duration to
cover the distances so arrived on account of different
modes of travel. The actual distance remains a
yardstick.

STARTING POINT FOR QASR
No authentic Hadith is available in this regard.
However, his routine was to start observing Qasr after
leaving habitation of Madinah. Anas (RA) said: “I offered
four Farz Rak’ats of Salaat-ul-Zuhr with the Prophet
(SAWS) in Madinah and two Farz Rak’ats of Salaat-ul-‘Asr
in ZulHalifah (which is six miles from Madinah on the
way to Makkah).” (Bukhari, Muslim, Abu Dawood, Tirmizi,
Nasaie)

As for calculation of distance the demarcated or
well-known outer boundary of a habitation should be
taken into account.

DURATION FOR QASR
Here are there is no specific mention about the
duration for observing Qasr when away from permanent
place of residence. The Prophet (SAWS) observed Qasr as
long as he remained away. There is mention if and when
he told anyone not to observe Qasr if away from home for
more than such and such duration. There is no unanimity
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among the Companions of the Prophet (SAWS) on this
issue. Some of the sayings of the prominent Companions
of the Prophet (SAWS) are given below:
Ibne ‘Abbas (RA) said: “During a journey the Prophet
(SAWS) stayed away for 19 days and continued to
observe Qasr. Therefore whenever we stay away for up
to 19 days we will continue observing Qasr and if we
stay away more than 19 days we will offer complete
Salaat.” (Bukhari)
There are two saying attributed to Ibne ‘Umar (RA). In
one he said: “Whoever stays away for 15 days will
offer complete Salaat.” In another he said: “Whoever
stays away for 12 days will offer complete Salaat.”
(Tirmizi)

‘Umar (RA) is also said to have said 15 days.
‘Usman and Anas (RA) said to have mentioned four
days.
Hanafi School lays down the maximum period of Qasr
to be 15 days at any place.
Shafa’ee and Maliki Schools are of the opinion that
anyone staying at a particular place for more than four
days (20 Salaat) should offer full Salaat.
There is a unanimity among the Companions of the
Prophet (SAWS) that anyone stays at a place out of
compulsion always intending to return to his home town
can observe Qasr indefinitely. There are many example of
this among the Companions of the Prophet (SAWS). It is on
record that Anas (RA) observed Qasr for over two years
when he was held up in Syria. Similarly, Ibni ‘Umar (RA) is
said to have done the same in Azerbaijan, where he was
held up due to heavy snowfall for over six months.
However, all except Shafa’ee School are of the opinion
that even in such contingencies Qasr cannot be continued
beyond 18 days.

SUNNAT AND NAFL RAK’ATS DURING TRAVEL
There is no record of Prophet (SAWS) having offered
Sunnat and Nafl Rak’ats during journey, except the two
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Rak’at Sunnat before Salaat-ul-Fajr and Witr, which he
never omitted to offer. Ibni ‘Umar (RA) and some other
Companions of the Prophet (SAWS) were of the opinion
that it was not correct to offer Sunnat Rak’ats while in
journey saying: “If I had to offer Sunnat I would have
completed my Farz Salaat (Rak’ats) first.” (Bukhari)
However, Imaam Hassan Basri has said that Sahabah
(Companions) used to offer Sunnat and Nafl before and
after Farz wherever applicable. A Hadith from Umm-e
Hani (RA) states: “On the day Makkah was won the
Prophet (SAWS) took bath in her house and offered eight
Rak’ats of Salaat-ul-Chasht (pre-noon).
Put together it appears that there is no harm either
way. Hanafi School is of the opinion that a traveller
should not offer Sunnat Rak’ats while actually travelling,
but as and when he/she halts at a place, Sunnat Rak’ats
should be offered.
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CHAPTER – VI
SUTRA (SYMBOLIC MARK)

AUTHOPRITY
The word Sutra means cover. It may be defined as
a thing or a mark in front of a Musalli (busy in worship) to
specify the limit of space which should not be trespassed
by anyone during his Salaat. The Holy Prophet (SAWS)
said: “The person, who passes across in front of a
Musalli, if only he knew how serious the sin is, he would
prefer to stand for forty years/months/days (narrator has
a doubt).” (Bukhari, Muslim, Abu Dawood, Tirmizi, Nasaie &
Ibni Majah) However, this prevention is not applicable in
Masjid-ul-Haraam i.e., The Holy Ka’ba.
The significance of this prohibition may be judged
from the permission granted to the Musalli to stop a
defaulting person by raising his hand. The Holy Prophet
(SAWS) said: “If any of you is offering Salaat having placed
a Sutra, and even then if someone tries to pass across in
front of you, prevent him. If he does not heed, fight (raise
hand and stop) because he is Satan.” (Bukhari & Muslim)
Explaining this Imaam Noudi writes that this (exhortation
to physically stop) is permissible for the Musalli who has
placed a Sutra or is offering Salaat at a safe place that is not
used by common people. This is a unanimously accepted
interpretation. Therefore, it is desirable to place Sutra
wherever and whenever required; especially if the place of
offering Salaat is not a Masjid. The Holy Prophet (SAWS) has
said, “Whenever any of you offer Salaat, he should face
towards Sutra and be near it.” (Abu Dawood & Ibne Majah)
It is reported by Bukhari and Muslim on the authority of
Ibne Omer that the Holy Prophet (SAWS) used to carry a
lance while going for Salaat-ul-‘Eidain. It used to be erected
in front and he used to offer prayer facing it and others
used to be behind him. He used to do the same while on
journey. At the same time, he offered Salaat without Sutra
on certain occasions. Ibne Abbas said that the Holy
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Prophet (SAWS) offer Salaat in open space without any
thing in front. (Abu Dawood & Ahmad) Hence Sutra is not a
precondition for Salaat.
There is difference of opinion in regard to the
degree of seriousness and method of stopping a trespasser.
Hanafi, Shafa’ee and Hanbali Schools consider stopping a
person passing across is permissible but not compulsory.
Maliki School thinks it is desirable. Hanafi School advise
that the Musalli must signal the person passing across by a
nod of head or saying ‘Sub’hanallah’ loudly. Female
Musalli may clap for signal. Stopping by hands is not
advisable in this case.

SUTRA FOR JAMA’AT
In the case of Salaat-bil-Jama’at, only Imaam need to
have Sutra, if required, when offering the Salaat at open
ground or big halls, public places etc., where the chances
of people passing across are more. Muqtadi do not need
Sutra individually.
Normally the Musallah (Prayer Mat) serves the
purpose of demarcation. Otherwise any suitable article
will serve the purpose. Even a prominent line will do.

DISTANCE OF SUTRA
For proper performance of Salaat a clear space of
approximately 4.5’ (1.50 m) is required in front of the
Musalli for Ruku’ and Sajdah. It is reported by Bilal (RA)
that the Holy Prophet (SAWS) offered Salaat and the
distance between him and the wall was about three arms
length (1.5 meters approx.). (Bukhari, Nasa’ee & Ahmad)
Sutra must be placed/erected slightly to the left or right.
Opinions differ regarding the exact distance in
front of the Musalli, within which the prevention of not
passing across is applicable in the absence of Sutra.
Hanafi School: If a person is offering Salaat in open
ground, passing across in front of him within the distance
from feet to the place of Sajdah (1.5 meter approx.) is
Haraam. Inside Masjid, the distance extends up to the front
wall or 40 arms length (20 meters approx.) whichever is
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less.
Shafa’ee School: The distance is three arms length
(1.5 meter approx.) even if Sutra is placed at a greater
distance. There is no harm in passing across if Sutra is not
placed at all.
Hanbali & Maliki School: If a Musalli has placed a
Sutra, the distance is up to the Sutra itself, otherwise, it is
from feet to the place of Sajdah (1.5 meter approx.).
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CHAPTER VII
SALAAT-UL-JANAZA
(PRAYER FOR THE DEPARTED)
MANDATE
Though this chapter is meant to cover Salaat-ulJanazah, Islamic way of disposing of the mortal remains of
the departed soul is also included with the intention of
providing comprehensive knowledge and guidance of this
very important and pious duty that comes under Farz-ulKifayah.10 Unfortunately very few of us take interest in the
details of this pious task to which we ourselves become
dependent one day. Death is a reality and fact of life.
Everyone has to experience it at its appointed time and
place. Everyone sees this happening in his lifetime. The
Holy Qur’an declares very clearly: “Every soul shall have
a taste of death...” (Al-e-Imran; 3:185)
In this context the Holy Prophet (SAWS) exhorted:
“Eliminator of senses is death, remember it intensely.”
(Tirmizi, Nasaie, Ibne Majah). Abdullah bin Umar (RA)
narrated: “Once Rasoolullah (SAWS) caught me by shoulder
and said, ‘Live in world like a stranger and a wayfarer.’”
Perhaps it was the effect of this exhortation that as a
reminder to self and addressing others Ibni ‘Umar (RA)
used to exhort: “Do not wait for the evening at morning
(you don’t know whether or not you will live till evening)
and don’t wait for the morning at evening (you don’t
know whether or not you live till morning) and earn some
virtuosity for the days of illness during the healthy days
and for the death during the life.” (Bukhari)
Death is but a transition from this life to the life in

10

Farz-ul-Kifayah: This is collective mandate upon all local Muslim
adults. Performance of this by some discharges the obligation of
all. Otherwise all share the resultant sin.
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the Hereafter and not the end once and for all, as many
believe it to be. Allah (SWT) declares in the Holy Qur’an:
“... and only on the Day of Judgement shall you be paid
your full recompense. Only he who is saved far from the
Fire and admitted to the Garden will have succeeded: for
the life of this world is but goods and chattels of
deception.” (Al-e-Imran; 3:185)
It will be worth-while to go through carefully Surah
al-Zilzal (99), al-‘Adiaat (100), al-Qari’ah (101) and atThakasur (102) to understand and realise the gravity of this
reality. Accountability of deeds is at the core of the divine
guidance for mankind. There is no way of hiding or
avoiding the deeds from getting recorded. Today’s
technological achievements, which are but a fraction of the
ultimate knowledge of the Almighty, the Most and Ever
Knowledgeable, support, rather than repudiate, this divine
system of real and final justice based on the deeds. It is up
to us to contemplate and comprehend this truth and work
for success and honour on that Final Day of Judgement.
Death is said to be a great leveller. All these
differences of caste, creed, colour, birth, wealth etc., are
found to be worthless. Once a person breathes his last, the
near and dear get busy in disposal of his mortal remains
without loss of time - some are buried under-ground in a
dark pit, some are consigned to flames and yet some left
for the vultures, even dogs, to feast upon. In the mad race
for satiating the ever increasing desires and never ending
demands of the same body, as if this life is eternal, man
often forgets this harsh reality and ignores the divine
message from the Most and Ever Merciful Who is the
Creator & Sustainer and the sole Master of the Day of
Judgement. In order to remind mankind of its final and
inevitable responsibility, the Holy Prophet (SAWS) exhorted
Muslims to remember death intensely so that it brings
balance in life.
A horde of rituals are observed by people around
the world from the time a person dies till his remains are
finally disposed off. Most of the rituals do not carry any
divine basis. On the contrary, they are shrouded in
superstition and blind faith in the practice of the
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forefathers, regardless of them being right or wrong. So
long as they do not entail superfluous expenditure,
display of pride, wealth and, most importantly, violation
of the tenets of Islam, these may well be observed. But
should there be an iota of doubt about the violation of the
tenets and teachings of Islam, such rituals must be curbed
and
rejected
without
hesitation
and
remorse.
Unfortunately matters are left in the hands of
‘professionals’ who are allowed to do what they like
according to their own limited knowledge and belief.
Worse still is the situation when even the professionals are
not available and relatives and colleagues are left with a
serious problem on their hands without any idea as to how
to discharge their moral and religious obligation. This
does not mean that there are no institutions to perform the
rites in accordance with the authentic traditions. At almost
all places, where Muslims have settled down for
significant period of time and in sufficient number, such
voluntary organisations are set up to assist local Muslims
in proper disposal of their departed. Their assistance must
be taken wherever available.
Islam teaches the disposal of the departed with
utmost dignity, decorum, love and affection, as early as
possible, without undue and unnecessary delay. The entire
process is simple, solemn, and inexpensive. The mortal
remains of the departed are called Mayyit. It is given a
decent bath, dressed in neat and clean white clothes and
then Salaat-ul Janazah is offered. In Salaat-ul-Janazah, praise,
purity and greatness of Allah (SWT) is invoked and
reiterated, supplication (Durood) for the Holy Prophet
(SAWS) and supplication (Du’a) for forgiveness of both the
departed and living are made. Finally the Mayyit is buried
with decorum, solemnity and dignity. These activities can
be divided into four distinct parts, i.e., Ghusl (Ceremonial
Bath), Takfeen (Final Dress or shroud), Salaat-ul Janazah
(Prayer for the Departed) and Takfeen (Burial).

ACTION WHEN DEATH IS IMMINENT
If anyone finds himself near a person whose death
appears to be imminent, he must recite Kalimah Tayyabah
loud enough to be heard by the dying person. This will
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help the person to divert his attention and thoughts
towards Allah (SWT), providing a final opportunity for
seeking forgiveness and mercy. The Holy prophet (SAWS)
said:
“Exhort your relatives nearing death to recite laa ilaha
ill-Allah.” (Muslim)
“Whosoever has laa ilaha ill-Allah as last words on his
tongue, he will enter Heaven.” (Abu Dawood)
“A person should have good expectations from Allah
(SWT) at the time of his death.” (Muslim)
If possible Surah Yaaseen should also be recited. The
Holy prophet (SAWS) has said, “Surah Yaaseen is heart of
Qur’an. Anyone who does not recite it, except with the
intention of obtaining pleasure of Allah (SWT) and
salvation in the hereafter, he is forgiven. Recite it upon
your dead.” (Ahmad, Abu Dawood & Nasaie).

ACTION UPON DEATH
When a person breaths his last, those present
should recite; “Inna li-llahi wa inna ilaihi raji’oon”. (To Allah
we belong, and to Him is our return.) The Holy Prophet
(SAWS) said: “Whenever a Muslim, caught in distress,
recites, ‘Verily we belong to Allah and verily we shall
return to Him’, Allah (SWT) will reward him with
something better than the lost one.” (Muslim)
After death, eyes of the Mayyit, if they remain
open, should be closed by moving the eyelids down. It
should be laid with limbs straight and together with body
such that Qiblah is on its right hand side. If possible, face
may be slightly turned towards Qiblah. According to
Hanafi School, the Mayyit should be put on its right side
such that the face is towards Qiblah. Placing the Mayyit
with feet in the direction of Qiblah, as some people insist,
has no basis. In fact it is not desirable. Muslims never lie
down with feet towards Qiblah.
A suitable bandage may be wrapped from beneath
the chin to top of head and tied lightly, so that jaw of the
Mayyit does not drop open. Big toes of feet may also be
tied together with a narrow bandage to keep the feet
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together. Cotton swabs may also be placed in the nostrils
and ears to prevent discharges, if any. Mayyit must be fully
covered with a sheet of neat white cloth. It is advisable to
arrange for aroma like joss sticks, oud, loban etc. for
suppressing foul smell which may emanate from the body
of the deceased.

PREPARATIONS
Preparations and arrangements should be made
without delay for smooth conduct of Ghusl, Takfeen and
Tadfeen. Actions taken in advance help in avoiding chaos
and confusion and thus make the conduct of last rites of
the deceased solemn, sober and dignified.
CLOTH FOR KAFAN
The clothing that is used for dressing a Mayyit for
the final journey is called Kafan. The cloth may neither be
costly nor brand new. It should be of affordable quality. It
comprises the following made of neat and clean sheets of
unstitched cloth:Chadar:
It is a sheet of cloth (2.50 m x 1.25 m) to wrap the
Mayyit properly with sufficient overlap and cover its full
length from head to toe with adequate margin for tying
both ends. Actual size of cloth may be adjusted depending
upon the height and breadth of the Mayyit. This is the
outer cover.
Tehband:
It is another sheet of cloth (2.00m x 1.25m) to wrap
the Mayyit from head to toe, with slight overlap. This is
almost like Chadar but slightly less in length.
Kafni:
It is a make-shift shirt (3.00 m x 1.25 m) without
sleeves, sufficient to cover the Mayyit from shoulders to
feet on both sides (front and rear). It is folded at the
shoulders where a ‘T’ shape cutting is made in order to
take the head out. In the case of females two additional
pieces of clothes are required:
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Seenabund (Chest Band):
It is a sheet of cloth (1.00 m x 1.25 m) to wrap the
Mayyit from shoulders to knees.
Odhni (Head Cover Or Scarf):
It is a sheet of cloth (0.5 m x 1.25 m) used for
covering head along with hair.
In addition to the above, a spare sheet of cloth (1.50
m x 1.25 m) is required to keep the Mayyit covered from
shoulders to knees during Ghusl. In all, requirement of
cloth for adult male works out to nine meters, and 10.5
meters for an adult female. The width of cloth being 1.25
meters. For minors it will be less. If the required quantity
of cloth is not available, Mayyit may be dressed in Tehband
and Chadar in the case of male and in Seenabund, Tehband
and Chadar in the case of female. Even if this much cloth is
not available, then whatever is available should be used to
cover the entire length of Mayyit. In extreme case, Mayyit
must at least be covered as much as possible from head
downwards with the exposed part covered with straw or
such other material available on the spot. Islam is a
pragmatic and practical religion with emphasis on spirit
and intention rather than rituals and rigid dogmas.
ITEMS FOR GHUSL AND CARRIAGE OF MAYYIT
Proper Ghusl is the last right of the deceased upon
the living. It should not be treated as a mere ritual and
taken lightly. The following arrangements are required to
be made for the Ghusl:Clean water warmed properly with leaves of
Berry/Neem leaves or any disinfectant available.
A wooden platform to place the Mayyit during
Ghusl to facilitate easy flow of water. Any elevated place
will do, if such a platform is not available. Normally these
are available in Masajid/Islamic Centres.
Camphor in sufficient quantity should be arranged
for mixing in the water to make it aromatic and to rub on
Kafan and certain parts of Mayyit i.e., soles, knees, palms,
forehead etc. It is an efficient repellent of insects as well as
a good suppresser of odour and smell.
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Dola or Janazah (Coffin/Pall) for carrying the
Mayyit. These are generally available in Masajid/Islamic
Centres. A stretcher or any improvised carriage may be
used if proper Dola is not available.

GHUSL OF MAYYIT (GIVING BATH TO MAYYIT)
This is the first part of the final journey of the
deceased. It is the collective responsibility and pious duty
of Muslims to give a decent bath to a Mayyit. The Holy
Prophet (SAWS) said:, “Anyone who gave bath to a Mayyit,
wrapped it in clothes and went with his Janazah (coffin),
will return with all his sins forgiven.”(Ahmad). However
Mayyit of a Shaheed (Martyr), who fell on the battlefield,
fighting infidels, need neither be given Ghusl nor Kafan. It
must be buried as he/she died in own blood stained
clothes.
Dismembered Mayyit (due to accidents, murders,
explosions etc.) need not be given bath unless it is in two
halves or at least upper half with head is available.
Decomposed Mayyit need not be given prescribed type of
bath. Only pouring of water from head to toe thrice or
more is enough. A person who has died on account of
drowning, should also be given bath unless the water in
which drowning took place was of large quantity and
body was dipped at least thrice with the intention of
giving it a bath before taking out of water.
WHO CAN GIVE GHUSL?
Anyone who knows the method can give Ghusl to a
Mayyit. However, it is better if given by those who were
closely related to the deceased. If they are not well versed
and confident in giving Ghusl, any pious person can
perform the duty.
As a general rule male should give Ghusl to male
Mayyit and female to female Mayyit. However, wife can
give bath to the Mayyit of her husband and vice versa.
Hanafi School is not in favour of husband giving Ghusl to
his deceased wife on the plea that wife ceases to be wife
the moment she dies. In the case of Mayyit of small
children anyone can give Ghusl.
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TAYAMMUM IN LIEU OF GHUSL FOR MAYYIT OF
A LADY
In an emergency when neither a lady nor husband
nor any other Mahram (with whom the deceased could not
have Nikah e.g., son, brother etc.) is available to give Ghusl,
Mayyit of a lady may be given Tayammum. Care should be
taken to avoid direct touch with the Mayyit while doing so.
The person should either use hand gloves or wrap his
hands with cloth. Same applies in the case of Mayyit of a
male if no male or his wife or any Mahram relatives
amongst the ladies present are available to give Ghusl. In
such case any lady present can give Tayammum as
mentioned above.
METHOD OF GIVING GHUSL
Mayyit should be placed face up on elevated
place/platform. Clothes, if any, should be removed
carefully, if needed by cutting them open. Mayyit must
immediately be covered with a sheet of cloth from waist
downward, in the case of male, and shoulders downward
in the case of female, to avoid exposure. The procedure is
as follows:
Istanja (Cleaning):
The person giving bath should inspect the body for
any dirt or discharges, particularly at the places of natural
calls. If needed, these should be removed with hands
wrapped in cloth.
Wudhu (Wash):
After removing dirt/discharges from the body,
Mayyit should be given a Wudhu. Cleaning of teeth, gums,
lips and nostrils should be done with wet cloth wrapped
on forefinger. Water need not be poured inside the
mouth/nose/ears but should be washed properly.
Thereafter cotton swabs must be placed in nostrils and
ears to prevent water getting in.
Ghusl (Bath):
After giving Wudhu, Mayyit should first be turned
on its left side to begin washing from the right part. The
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entire right side portion should be washed thoroughly. If
needed soap may be used. Sufficient water should be
poured from head to toe thrice such that it reaches
underneath the hair. If required, the process may be
repeated five times or even more. Thereafter, the Mayyit
should be turned on its right and the same process
repeated on its left part. If water is not available in
sufficient quantity, pouring only once is also sufficient.
Camphor should be added to the water poured for the last
time. Hair of female Mayyit should be combed and placed
in front on either side of face dividing them in two
bunches.
After Ghusl, Mayyit should be dried properly and
carefully before taking it for Takfeen.

TAKFEEN (SHROUDING)
Various parts of Kafan must be laid out at a suitable
place in a particular order. The Chadar should be spread
first then Tehband and on top the Kafni. Kafni should be
spread with inverted ‘T’ shape cut at shoulder level. The
remaining part of the Kafni should be kept folded at top
side. In the case of female Mayyit, the chest band must be
placed between Tehband and Kafni. The Odhni may be kept
separately. These must be placed in such a way that extra
length of Chadar meant for tying at both end is left
uncovered on either side.
The Mayyit should be placed face-up on the laid
out Kafan in such a way that shoulders are just below the
horizontal of ‘T’ cut of Kafni.
First Kafni should be folded over the body taking
the head through the ‘T’ shaped cut. Camphor should be
rubbed on forehead, palms, soles and knees. In the case of
female Mayyit, after the Kafni, the chest band must be
wrapped.
Tehband should be wrapped overlapping it over the
body such that the left side is below the right. In the case
of female Mayyit, head-cover must be used to cover the
hair properly.
Finally the Chadar must be wrapped. Like Tehband,
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left side should be under the right side. The extended part
of the Chadar at both ends should be closed and tied
properly using strings which can be obtained by tearing
off a strip of half an inch out of the Kafni beforehand.
String should also be tied in the middle to prevent Kafan
from getting unwrapped.
Takfeen is thus completed and the Mayyit is now
ready to be placed in Dola (Pall) or any improvised
carriage for transportation.

SALAAT-UL-JANAZA
This is the divine part of the process in the disposal
of the Mayyit. In essence, it is a prayer seeking forgiveness
for the entire community of Muslims including the
deceased. Though this Salaat is Farz-ul-Kifayah, maximum available people must attend. Explaining the
significance and benefits of large numbers in Salaat-ul
Janazah, the Holy Prophet (SAWS) said: “The Mayyit for
which a large Jama’at offers Salaat, and if their strength
reaches 100, and if all of them pray sincerely and
recommend in favour of Mayyit (i.e., pray for forgiveness
and mercy), their recommendations and Prayer will indeed
be accepted.” (Muslim)
PLACE & TIME
Place for Salaat-ul-Janazah has not been specified. It
may be offered at any neat and decent place, e.g., an open
ground, a Masjid or any other suitable place so long as
there is no likelihood of Mayyit getting exposed to rain,
dirt and other kind of damages.
Salaat-ul-Janazah can be offered at any time but
before Tadfeen (burial). This Salaat is not to be offered
during the prohibited timings.
If, by chance or due to circumstances beyond
control, Tadfeen has taken place without Salaat-ul Janazah, it
can still be offered at the grave of the deceased.
Offering Salaat-ul-Janazah in absentia is also
permissible. Such occasions arise when Mayyit of the
deceased is not available due to perishing in air crashes,
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drowning, major accidents, natural calamities etc. In such
cases relatives should offer Salaat-ul-Janazah in absentia.
PRECONDITIONS
Same conditions have to be fulfilled for offering
Salaat-ul Janazah as for normal Salaat. However, if Salaat-ul
Janazah is already in progress and there is no time for
Wudhu, Tayammum is permissible even though water is
available. This is in view of very short duration of this
Salaat.
COMPOSITION
FARZ (Mandatory)
Niyyat, Qiyam, Takbir (4), Du’a and Salaam form the
five distinct parts of Salaat ul Janazah. Shafa’ee and
Hanbali Schools include Durood also in mandatory parts.
Maliki School add Durood after every Takbir, whereas
others recommend recitation of Durood only once before
Du’a.
SUNNAT (Recommendatory)
Sana: According to Hanafi School, it should be
recited between first and second Takbir. Shafa’ee and
Hanbali Schools recommend reciting Ta’awwuz, Tasm’iah
and Surat-ul-Fatiha also.
Durood: To be recited between second and third
Takbir according to all except Maliki School that
recommends its recitation after every Takbir.
Rafa alYadain: According to Hanafi and Maliki
School hands have to be raised only on first Takbir.
Shafa’ee and Hanbali School recommend rising of hands
on every Takbir.
MUSTAHIB (Desirable)
All recitations should be quiet (except Takbir and
Salaam). Shafa’ee School recommend recitation of
additional Surah after Surat-ul-Fatiha and a pause between
fourth Takbir and Salaam for additional Du’a.
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METHOD
The Mayyit is placed in front of Imaam
perpendicular to the direction of Qiblah in such a way that
the head should be towards right hand and feet towards
the left hand of the Imaam.
Imaam stands in line with chest for male Mayyit and
waist for a female Mayyit.
Muqtadis form rows behind Imaam close to each
other as Ruku’ and Sajdahs are not performed in this Salaat.
Number of rows must be in odd number such as 1, 3, etc.
NIYYAT (F) for Imaam

“Nawaitu un usalli li-Allahi Ta’ala Salaat-ul-Janaza ma’e
arba’ Takbirat li-hazal-Mayyit mutwajjihan ila jaht-ilKa’bat-ash-Sharifah.”

(I intend to offer to Allah Ta’ala Salaat-ulJanazah with four Takbir for this Mayyit facing
the Ka’bat-us-Shareefah.)
NIYYAT (F) for Muqtadis

“Nawaitu un usalli li-Allahi Ta’ala Salaat-ul-Janaza ma’e
arba’ Takbirat li-hazal-Mayyit iqtadaitu hazal-Imaam
mutwajjihan ila jaht-il-Ka’bat-ash-Sharifah.”

(I intend to offer to Allah Ta’ala Salaat-ul-Janaza
with four Takbir for this Mayyit following this
Imaam facing the Ka’bat-us-Shareefah.)
TAKBIR-AT-TAHRIMAH (F)

Same which is recited in other Salaat with same
implications.
RAF’A-AL-YADAIN (S)
SANA (S)

Same which is recited in other Salaat.
TA’AWWAUZ (S) As per Shafa’ee & Hanbali Schools

only.
TASMI’AH (S) As per Shafa’ee & Hanbali Schools

only.
SURAT-UL-FATIHA (S) As per Shafa’ee & Hanbali

126
SALAAT
A Symbol of Obedience to Allah (SWT), Discipline, Unity & Equality in Islam

Schools only
ADDITIONAL SURA (M) As per Shafa’ee School only.

Any short Surah or one long or three short Ayat.
2nd TAKBIR (F)
RAF’A-AL-YADAIN (S) As per Shafa’ee & Hanbali

Schools only.
DUROOD (S)

This is the same which is recited in other Salaat.
3rd TAKBIR (F)
RAF’A-AL-YADAIN (S) As per Shafa’ee & Hanbali

Schools only.
DU’A (F)
There are different wordings for Du’a which is to be
recited in Salaat-ul-Janaza. The most common Du’a for Mayyit of
an adult is:
“Allahumm- aghfir li-’hayyina wa mayyitina wa shahidina wa
ghaa’ibina wa sagheerina wa kabeerina wa zakarina wa
unsaana. Allahumma man a’hyaytahu minna fa-a’hihee ‘alal-Islam. Wa man tawaffaitahu minna fa-tawaffahu ‘al-alimaan.”

(O Allah grant forgiveness to our living and our dead
and present amongst us and absent and elderly and the
young. O Allah, those of us whom You wish to keep
alive, keep them alive upon Islam and those of us
whom You desire to give death amongst us, make them
die upon Imaan.)
Du’a for a male child:
“Allahumm-aj‘alhu lana faratan wa-j‘alhu lana ajran wa
zukhran wa-j‘alhu lana shafi’an wa mushaff’ah.”

(O Allah make this child a means for our salvation
and comfort and his separation a means for reward
and stock for us and means of such intercession which
is worthy of your acceptance.”)
Du’a for a female child:
“Allahumm-aj‘alha lana faratan wa-j‘alha lana ajran wa
zukhran wa-j‘alha lana shafi’an wa mushaff’ah.”
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(O Allah make this child a means for our salvation
and comfort and his separation a means for reward
and stock for us and means of such intercession which
is worthy of your acceptance.”)
If these cannot be recalled the following short Du’a
will suffice:
“Allahumm-aghfir lil- momineena wal-mominaat.”

(O Allah grant forgiveness for me and all believing men and
believing women.)
4th TAKBIR (F)
PAUSE (M) According

to Shafa’ee School only.

SALAAM (F) Same as in other Salaat.
JOINING LATE IN THE SALAAT

Since it is desirable that maximum persons attend
the Salaat-ul-Janazah, those who are late can join at any
time before Salaam. They should complete the missed out
Takbir after Salaam by simply reciting them one after the
other. No one should miss this Salaat on account of being
late.

TADFEEN (BURIAL)
Like Salaat-ul-Janazah, Tadfeen (burial) of the Mayyit
of a Muslim is also Farzi Kifayah (collective mandate). If
death occurs during sea voyage and it is not possible to
transport the Mayyit to land within reasonable time,
consigning it to sea with suitable weight (to prevent it
from floating) is permitted. This is to avoid decomposition
of the Mayyit due to delay. In all other circumstances
Mayyit must be buried. It should never be cremated
(consigned to flames) as it is not in conformity with the
traditions of the Holy Prophet (SAWS).
TIME
No time limit is laid down for burial of Mayyit after
death. However, it must be done at the earliest in view of
the process of decomposition which sets in, unless
preserved using artificial means like ice and freezer

128
SALAAT
A Symbol of Obedience to Allah (SWT), Discipline, Unity & Equality in Islam

compartments etc. Decomposition is very quick in
summers. Unnecessary delay should be avoided. Takfeen
during the prohibited timings is undesirable. Therefore,
care must be taken to start the time consuming preparathions like digging and preparing grave, arranging
the Kafan and items of Ghusl etc. well in advance to avoid
last minute running around under pressure.
GRAVE
Grave is the final destination of all Muslims in this
world. As far as possible Tadfeen (Burial) should take place
at the place of death in local grave yard. Only one Mayyit
must be buried in one grave. In exceptional circumstances
like epidemics, big accidents, natural calamities etc. more
than one Mayyit can be buried in one grave provided it is
prepared accordingly. Mayyits must be placed alongside
each other and not one above the other and care must be
taken to keep the Mayyit of the Hafiz, pious and elderly
first towards Qiblah.
DIMENSIONS OF GRAVE

Dimensions of grave depend on the size of the
Mayyit. It should be sufficiently deep to prevent wild
animals from reaching and devouring the Mayyit, and to
prevent foul smell from emanating. However, Hanafi
School has laid down a yardstick for the dimension of
grave. It is advised that length of grave should be slightly
more than the height of the deceased, width and depth
should be half of the length. Depending upon the type of
ground, increasing death chest level or even to full height
is desirable.
TYPES OF GRAVE

There are two types of graves - Lahad and Shaq.
Depending upon the soil conditions and preference of
those who are responsible to dig, any one of the two may
be opted.
Lahad:.
In this type of grave a full length side chamber of
60cm to 75cm width and depth is carved out at the bottom

129
SALAAT
A Symbol of Obedience to Allah (SWT), Discipline, Unity & Equality in Islam

level in the wall towards Qiblah. This is possible where soil
is firm. In loose and sandy soil the side chamber will
collapse. Unbaked bricks are used for closing the chamber
before filling the grave.
Shaq:
In this type of grave the chamber of 60cm to 75cm
width and depth is left in the centre. This is suitable in
loose soil. Stone slabs or thick wooden planks are required
to cover the chamber from top before filling the grave.
TRANSPORTATION OF MAYYIT
Preferably, Mayyit should be transported to the
grave only when it is ready. Any mode of transportation
can be used for this purpose. It is advisable to take it on
shoulders if the distance to the graveyard is short. In any
case it must be carried on shoulders from the boundary of
the grave yard to the grave itself. Carrying of Janazah is a
virtuous deed which should be performed willingly with
sincerity without being overzealous. Such opportunities
should not be lost. These are rare occasions of solemnity
and piety which help in refreshing faith and reorienting
ideas of life.
Normally four pall bearers should carry Janazah,
one on each corner. In a congested place even two can
carry for a short while. Care must be taken to keep head of
the Mayyit forward. People carrying the Janazah must be
relieved frequently to give chance to everyone. Relievers
should ensure that the Janazah is handled with due care
and respect while changing hands lest it topples or slips
out of hands. Pall bearers should not walk too fast or two
slow. Normal brisk walk is recommended. As many
people as possible should accompany the Janazah for this
act is virtuous and full of reward. It is also an expression
of solidarity and brotherhood with the departed fellow
Muslim. Even if it is not possible to spare time till the
completion of Takfeen, accompanying Janazah for as long a
period/distance as possible is also good enough.
Ladies should neither join Salaat-ul-Janazah nor
accompany the Mayyit to the grave yard. Loud recitation
of any kind while carrying or transporting of Janazah is
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baseless. Similarly decorating Janazah with flowers is not
supported by any Hadith of the Prophet (SAWS).
ETIQUETTE OF JANAZAH
People carrying the Janazah and accompanying it
should keep themselves busy in quiet recitation from the
Holy Qur’an or Kalma. Useful talk in low tones is not
undesirable. In any case loud talk, joking, laughing and
showing no concern to the tragedy is bad manners and
should be strictly avoided. People accompanying the
Janazah should not ride animals or vehicles unless the
Janazah itself is being transported in a vehicle. Even those
who are not accompanying but riding should dismount
and those sitting on the way should stand up till the
Janazah has passed by.
LOWERING OF MAYYIT IN GRAVE
Mayyit can be lowered from the foot end or by the
side towards Qiblah. Therefore, Janazah must be placed
near the grave at the foot end or on the side towards
Qiblah.
At least two strong people should go down to
receive the Mayyit. In the case of female Mayyit preferably
Mahram relatives should lower it. In their absence other
close relatives should perform this duty. If they are also
not available, pious and elderly people should lower the
Mayyit of a lady. Suitable cover should be arranged during
the process of lowering and placing female Mayyit to
avoid its exposure should Kafan get opened accidentally.
Utmost care must be taken while lowering the Mayyit in
the grave. Mayyit should not be handled casually or
carelessly for hurting a Mayyit is like hurting a living
person.
Bismillah wa ‘ala millati Rasoolullah’ (with the name of

Allah and upon the brotherhood of Allah’s Rasool.)
should be recited by people handling the Mayyit while
lowering it in grave.
Mayyit must be placed face up in the chamber with
face turned slightly towards Qiblah by placing a few mud
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stones, if needed. The knots of the strings should be
opened loose.
Chamber should now be closed with mud bricks
(preferably unbaked) or slabs/planks as the case may be.
Gaps, if any, should be plugged properly to prevent loose
earth falling on the Mayyit while filling the grave. Mud
made out of dug-out earth may be used. After properly
plugging the gaps, grave should be filled with dug out
earth. Filling should begin with pushing or dropping
loose earth by hand thrice by everyone present recitation
of the following Ayaat from the Holy Qur’an:
First time: ‘Minha Khalakhnakum’. (From this we created
you.)
Second time: ‘Wa feeha nu’idukum’. (and in it we return
you)
Third time: ‘Wa minha nukhrijukum taratan ukhra.’ (and
from it we shall bring out on the Final Day)
Thereafter, filling may be done by shovels etc.
Once the grave is filled, the remaining earth must
be heaped to make a camel hump-like shape, but the
height should not be more than 25 cm. A stone may be
placed at the head-end as an indication to prevent its redigging accidentally. No permanent structure like plinth,
pillars, roof, shelter etc. should be made on the grave.
Water may be sprinkled to make the earth settle down
firmly. Thus Tadfeen (burial) is complete.
RECITATIONS AT THE GRAVE
After completion of burial, it is established practice
to recite first five and last three Ayaat from Surat alBaqarah.
Then a final Du’a (supplication) for forgiveness may be
said before dispersal.
DIRECTIONS REGARDING GRAVES
Islam teaches observance of decorum and respect of
graves on one hand and on the other they are to be simple and
maintained in such a manner that the onlooker must get
reminded of the mortality of this life and world. Its appearance
must remind one of his ultimate destination and instil fear of the
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Day of Reckoning. Consider the following sayings of the Holy
Prophet (SAWS):

Narrated by Jabir (RA): “Rasoolullah (SAWS) has
prohibited us from making the graves permanent or
making a shelter over it or sitting upon them.”
(Muslim)

Narrated by Abu Marsad (RA): “Rasoolullah (SAWS)
said, ‘Neither sit on the graves nor offer Salaat facing
them.’” (Muslim)
The Holy Prophet (SAWS) permitted occasional
visits to graves in order to draw inspiration and remind
oneself of the Last Day and reduce greed and love of
worldly status symbols at the cost of the success and
welfare on the Day of Reckoning. In fact, in the early
period of Islam when Muslims had just come out of
polytheistic practices, the Holy Prophet (SAWS) had
prohibited visits to graves fearing people may revert to the
old ways of Shirk. It may be emphasised here that the
permission is in respect of graves in general and not to any
particular grave.
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SUMMARY
Salaat stresses strikingly the monotheistic character
of Islam by highlighting the truth that none else but Allah
(SWT) is worthy of worship. The five times mandatory
prayers during the course of the day, condition the mind
of a Muslim to instinctively obey the commands of Allah (SWT)

and His Prophet, Muhammad (SAWS). Salaat is thus, the
manifestation of faith in all its dimensions and expression
of unconditional submission to the will of Allah (SWT), the
Creator and Sustainer of the Universe. It is reiteration of
our commitment towards Him and a significant step
towards fulfilling it. No claim of faith and belief is
acceptable, if it is not supported by practice. The
mandatory prayers will be wasted and punishment will be
meted out, if they are not accompanied by righteous
deeds. It is therefore, incumbent on all Muslims to perform
Salaat correctly, dutifully, sincerely, at the prescribed time
and in the right spirit.
It is through the medium of Salaat, that a direct
bond is established between man and his Creator. It is the
Salaat which instils in our minds and hearts the fear of
Allah (SWT), and constantly reminds us that we shall be
answerable to Him for all our deeds during our life time.
The regular performance of the mandatory Salaat keeps us
on the path of truth, justice and righteousness, inspires
nobility in character, protects and prevents us from evil
thoughts and deeds. Negligence of Salaat and wilful
default in its performance will invite the wrath of Allah
(SWT) and may irreparably damage the Aakhirah of a
Muslim.
Salaat is the most stressed of the five pillars of
Islam, the others being Saum (Fasting), Zakaat, Hajj
(pilgrim-mage), and Iman. It has to be performed five
times daily in absolute sincerity and total submission to
Allah (SWT). It can serve as a focal point and a most
effective instrument to unite the Muslim Ummah. Salaat
eliminates all barriers of caste, colour, nationality and
ethnicity. It does not allow any discrimination based on
power, position and wealth. It is the greatest equalising
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force in Islam for, in congregational prayers, equality of
one and all is a fundamental principle where the rich and
the poor, the master and the slave, and the king and the
beggar, are treated alike. If performed in the right spirit
and with prescribed regularity, it can not only forge unity
among the Muslims of the World, but can also usher in
intellectual renaissance of Islam and restore its pristine
glory. It is indeed shocking that more than a billion strong
Muslim Ummah, second only to Christians in population,
is politically marginalised, economically subdominant and
militarily subservient. It is simply not able to assert itself
in the international community proportionate to its size of
population, and richness of its economic resources. This is
primarily due to political disunity among the Muslim
Ummah, and economic backwardness of Muslim countries.
Strict adherence to the principles of Salaat, and its regular
timely performance, can generate a new spirit de corps
among Muslims, and inspire them to advance to new
frontiers of knowledge, and achieve new heights in science
and technology, and balanced economic and social
development. This may eventually restore the self respect
of the Muslim Ummah, rekindle in their hearts and minds a
sense of élan in being the members of the Islamic
fraternity, and enhance the prestige, power, position and
political weight of the Islamic countries as members of the
international community.
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