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FOREWORD
It is a distressing fact that most of the Muslims lack
proper understanding about the universal relevance of the
Qur'anic Message, which was revealed to Prophet
Muhammad (SAWS) for the guidance of all mankind. There
is considerable misapprehension too about Islam and the
Message of the Qur'an in the minds of Non-Muslims. The
Indian School of Excellence Trust (INDSET) is making
an humble endeavour through a series of monographs on
Islam and Qur'an to project the image of Islam in its
proper perspective and to explain the significance of the
Qur'anic Message in a scientific and systematic way .
An attempt has been made in Monograph 30 to
present Islam in its pristine purity as enshrined in the
Qur’an, as preached and practiced by Prophet
Muhammad (saws) and scrupulously followed by
Khulafa-e Rashideen (four rightly guided caliphs). While
highlighting the basic tenets of Islam the Monograph
focuses on Islamic values and stresses their universality. It
also emphasises the point that Islam is a peaceful,
compassionate, tolerant and progressive religion and will
continue to be so. The decadence and stagnation in
Muslim societies is largely because Muslim rulers,
political and religious leaders and eminent scholars have
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ceased to utilize the powerful instrument of Ijtihaad
(independent critical thinking), fully approved by the
Prophet, to maintain its inherent progressive spirit. The
Monograph strongly suggests that the concept of Ijtihaad
be rigorously applied in order to reform Muslim societies
and restore the progressive character of Islam. The current
manifestations of violence and intolerance by a
microscopic minority of Muslim fanatics, which
contravene the basic principles of Islam, distort its image
and retard the progress of Muslim societies, are
aberrations and will fade away. Insha'Allah, they will
eventually be replaced by a Islamic polity that will
faithfully and scrupulously implement the principles of
justice, compassion, tolerance, peace and human equality
which constitute the core of Islamic values and Islamic
ethos. The progressive and tolerant character of Islam will
finally be fully restored.
We conclude with a prayer to Allah (SWT) to
graciously bless our efforts with success (Aameen).

Shah Manzoor Alam
Chairman-INDSET
&
Former Vice-Chancellor,
University of Kashmir,
Srinagar
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ESSENCE AND SPIRIT OF ISLAM
PART - I
BY
SHAH MANZOOR ALAM

ISLAM IN ITS PRISTINE PURITY
1.0

INTRODUCTION

مقدمة

“We have given you the seven oft repeated verses and the
Glorious Quran.” (Al-Hijr; 15:87)
ولقد اتيناك سبعا من المثاني والقرأن العظيم
SURAH AL-FATIHA (THE OPENING CHAPTER) IS
REFERRED TO AS THE “OFT REPEATED SEVEN
VERSES” IN THE QUR’AN. IT IS ALSO CALLED
UMMUL KITAB AND WAS REVEALED TO PROPHET
MUHAMMAD (SAWS1) DURING ME’RAJ WHEN HE
WAS AT “SIDRATUL MUNTAHA” IN THE SIXTH
HEAVEN. (TAFSIR IBN KATHIR)

1

SAWS stands for ‘Sallallahu ‘Alaihi Wo Sallam’ meaning May the Blessing of
Allah and Peace be upon him. It is customary to invoke this short prayer
whenever the Prophet’s name is spoken, written or heard, thus will be not be
repeated henceforth in the text.
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1. In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful.
بسم هللا الرحمن الرحيم
2. Praise is to Allah, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the
Worlds.
الحمد هلل رب العالمين
3. Most Compassionate Most Merciful.
الرحمن الرحيم
4. Master of the Day of Judgment.
مالك يوم الدين
5. You alone do we worship and your aid we seek.
اياك نعبد واياك نستعين
6. Show us the Straightway.
اهدنا الصراط المستقيم
7. The way of those on whom You have bestowed Your
Grace,
صراط الذين انعمت عليهم
Those whose (portion) is not your wrath,
غير المغضوب عليهم
And who go not astray.
وال الضالين
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Selected Ethical Norms, Moral Values and Dictums
From The Glorious Qur’an
Islam invites human beings to fear and worship
the One and only Allah, the Creator and the Sustainer of
the universe, and lead a life of piety and virtue. It firmly
stands for compassion, peace, justice, tolerance and
human equality. These Islamic values are fully reflected in
the Qur’anic verses cited below which also eloquently
speak for their universal relevance.
Do not confound truth with falsehood, nor knowingly
hide the truth. (Al-Baqarah; 2:42)
وال تلبسوا الحق بالباطل وتكتموا الحق وأنتم تعلمون
Would you ask others to be righteous and forget to
practice it yourselves? Even though you read the Holy
Book? Have you any sense?” Act righteously yourself
before ask others to be righteous. (Al-Baqarah; 2: 44)

أتأمرون الناس بالبر وتنسون أنفسكم وأنتم تتلون الكتاب أفال تعقلون
O Believers seek assistance in patience and prayer Allah
is with those who are patient. (Al-Baqarah; 2:153)
يأيها الذين أمنوا استعينوا بالصبر والصالة ان هللا مع الصابرين
Fight for the sake of Allah those that fight against you,
but do not be aggressive. Allah does not love the
aggressors. (Al-Baqarah; 2:190)
وقاتلوا في سبيل هللا الذين يقاتلونكم وال تعتدوا ان هللا ال يحب المعتدين
And spend of your substance in the cause of Allah and
make not your own hands contribute to your destruction
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but do good; for Allah loves those who do good. (AlBaqarah; 2:195)

وأنفقوا في سبيل هللا وال تلقوا بأيديكم الى التهلكة وأحسنوا ان هللا يحب
المحسنين
…Allah does not love mischief. (Al-Baqarah; 2:205)
وهللا ال يحب الفساد
…Allah loves those that turn to him in repentance and
purify themselves. (Al-Baqarah; 2:222)
ان هللا يحب التوابين ويحب المتطهرين
…It has happened many a times that small army has, by
Allah’s grace, vanquished a mighty army. Allah is with
those who endure with patience. (Al-Baqarah; 2:249)
كم من فئة قليلة غلبت فئة كثيرة باذن هللا وهللا مع الصابرين
There is no compulsion in religion... (Al-Baqarah; 2:256)
ال اكراه في الدين
…Allah bears no love for the ungrateful sinner. (AlBaqarah; 2:276)

هللا ال يحب كل كفار أثيم
…Spend generously whether in prosperity and in
adversity, control your anger and forgive your fellow men.
Allah loves the charitable. (Al-e Imran; 3:134)
ينفقون في السراء والضراء والكاظمين الغيظ والعافين عن الناس وهللا يحب
المحسنين
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If you have suffered from a wound, so did the enemy. We
alternate these vicissitudes among mankind so that Allah
may know the true believers… (Al-e Imran; 3:140)
ان يمسسكم قرح فقد مس القوم قرح مثله وتلك االيام نداولها بين الناس
وليعلم هللا الذين ءامنوا منكم شهداء
…Allah does not love the evildoers. (Al-e Imran; 3:140)
وهللا ال يحب الظالمين
Every soul shall taste death… (Al-e Imran; 3:185)
كل نفس ذائقة الموت
Give orphans the property that belongs to them (when
they are able to handle it themselves), and do not
substitute your worthless things for their valuable ones;
and do not cheat them of their possession through mixing
it up with your own. For this would indeed be a great sin.
(An-Nisa; 4:2)

وءاتوا اليتامى أموالهم وال تتبدلوا الخبيث بالطيب وال تأكلوا أموالهم
الى أموالكم انه كان حوبا كبيرا
Those who misappropriate the property of orphans
unjustly swallow but fire into their bellies; they will soon
be cast into blazing fire. (An-Nisa; 4:10)
ان الذين يأكلون أموال اليتامى ظلما انما يأكلون في بطونهم نارا
وسيصلون سعيرا
Serve Allah and join not any partners with Him, and
show kindness to your parents and your kindred, to the
orphans and to the needy, to your near and distant
neighbours, to your fellow travellers, to the wayfarers
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and to the slaves who you own for Allah does not love
arrogant and vainglorious. (An-Nisa; 4:36)
واعبدوا هللا وال تشركوا به شيئا وبالوالدين احسانا وبذى القربى
واليتامى والمساكين والجار الجنب والصاحب بالجنب وابن السبيل وما ملكت
أيماتكم ان هللا اليحب من كان مختاال فخورا
Allah commands you to return trusts to the rightful
owners, and to pass judgment upon men with fairness.
Noble is that to which Allah exhorts you for Allah is AllHearing All-Seeing. (An-Nisa; 4:58)
ان هللا يأمركم ان تؤدوا اآلمانات الى أهلها واذا حكمتم بين الناس أن
تحكموا بالعدل ان هللا نعما يعظكم به ان هللا كان سميعا بصيرا
O believers fulfill your contractual obligations... (AlMa’edah; 5:1)

يأيها الذين ءامنوا أوفوا بالعقود
…Help one another in what is good and pious, not in
what is wicked and sinful. (Al-Ma’edah; 5:2)
أن تعتدوا وتعاونوا على البر والتقوى وال تعاونوا على االثم والعدوان
…Eat of its fruit when it bears fruit and pay what is due
of them (alms to the poor/wages to the labour) upon the
harvest day. But do not be waster; Allah does not love the
wasters. (Al-An’am; 6:141)
كلوا من ثمره اذا أثمروءاتوا حقه يوم حصاده وال تسرفوا انه ال يحب
المسرفين
O Children of Adam! We have sent down to you clothing
to cover your nakedness and as an adornment; however
the best clothing is the clothing of piety. (Al-A’raf; 7: 26)
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يا بني أدم قد أنزلنا عليكم لباسا يواري سوءتكم وريشا ولباس التقوى ذلك خير
ذلك من أيات هللا لعلهم يذكرون
Show forgiveness, enjoy in justice, and avoid the
ignorant. (Al-A’raf; 7:199)
خذ العفو وأمر بالعرف وأعرض عن الجاهلين
…So long as they honour a treaty they have entered with
you, keep faith with them. Allah loves the righteous. (AtTawbah; 9:7)

فما استقاموا لكم فاستقيموا لهم ان هللا يحب المتقين
…Good deeds drive away sins... (Hud; 11:114)
ان الحسنات يذهبن السيئات
…Allah does not change people’s condition unless they
change what is in their hearts... (Ar-Ra’d; 13:11)
ان هللا ال يغير ما بقوم حتى يغيروا ما بأنفسهم
…Allah does not love the proud. (An-Nahl; 16:23)
ان هللا ال يحب المستكبرين
Allah commands you to be just, kind and charitable to
your kindred, and forbids indecency, wickedness... (AnNahl; 16:90)

ان هللا يأمر بالعدل والحسان وايتاىء ذى القربى وينهى عن الفحشاء
والمنكر
But those who have been blind (failed to carry out Allah’s
commands) in this life shall be blind in the life to come
and will tend to go farther astray. (Al-Isra; 17:72)
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ومن كان في هذه أعمى فهو في االخرة أعمى وأضل سبيل
Say “Truth has come and falsehood has vanished.
Falsehood is destined to perish.” (Al-Isra; 17.81)
وقل جاء الحق وزهق الباطل ان الباطل كان زهوقا
…Say “The spirit is by my Lords command. Little indeed
the knowledge vouchsafed to you.” (Al-Isra; 17:85)
قل الروح من أمر ربي وما أوتيتم من العلم اال قليال
…Say O Lord; increase my knowledge. (Taha; 20:114)
وقل ربي زدني علم
…It is not the eyes which are blind but the hearts in the
breast that are blind. (Al-Hajj; 22:46)
فانها ال تعمى االبصار ولكن تعمى القلوب التى في الصدور
Repel evil with good… (Al-Mo'minun; 23:96)
ادفع بالتى هى أحسن السيئة
Don’t be proud of your wealth. Allah does not love those
who are boastful of their wealth. (Al-Qasas; 28:76)
ال تفرح ان هللا ال يحب الفرحين
…Do not look for a pretext to commit mischief. Allah
does not love the mischief mongers. (Al-Qasas; 28:77)
ال تبغ فساد في االرض ان هللا ال يحب المفسدين
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Do not speak to the people with your face swollen with
pride, nor walk proudly on earth. Allah does not love the
arrogant and the vainglorious. Be moderate in your pace
and lower your voice; for the harshest of voices is the
braying of a donkey. (Luqman; 31:18,19)
وال تصعر خدك للناس وال تمش في االرض مرحا ان هللا ال يحب كل مختال
فخورواقصد في مشيك واغضض من صوتك ان أنكر االصوات لصوت
No mortal knows what he will earn tomorrow; no mortal
knows in what land he will die. Surely, Allah knows this
and is aware of everything.” (Luqman; 31:34)
وما تدرى نفس ماذا تكسب غدا وما تدرى نفس بأى أرض تموت ان هللا عليم
خبير
Believers fear Allah and speak the truth. (Al-Ahzab; 33:70)
يأيها الذين ءامنوا اتقوا هللا وقولوا قوال سديدا
…Allah does not guide the lying transgressor. (Al-Mo’min;
40:28)

ان هللا ال يهدى من هو مسرف كذاب
And Goodness and Evil cannot be equal, requite evil with
good deeds, and he, with whom you have enmity, will
become your dearest friends. (Fussilat; 41:34)
وال تستوى الحسنة وال السيئة ادفع بالتى هى أحسن فاذا الذى بينك وبينه
عداوة كأنه ولى حميم
…Allah will reduce falsehood to nothing and vindicate
the truth by his words. (Ash-Shura; 42:24)
ويمح هللا الباطل ويحق الحق بكلماته
Woe to the lying sinner. (Al-Jathia; 45:7)
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ويل لكل أفاك أثيم
Allah has created the heavens and the earth in truth, in
order to reward each soul according to its deeds, and none
of them shall be wronged… (Al-Jathia; 45: 22)

وخلق هللا السموات واالرض بالحق ولتجزى كل نفس بما كسبت وهم ال يظلمون

O believers! Let no men laugh at other men who may
perhaps be better than themselves; and let no woman
laugh at another woman who may be better than herself...
(Al-Hujrat; 49: 11)

يايها الذين أمنوا ال يسخر قوم من قوم عسى أن يكونوا خيرا منهم وال نساء من
نساء عسى أن يكن خيرا منهن
…Do not defame through sarcastic remarks about one
another, nor call one another by offensive nick names…
(Al-Hujrat; 49:11)

وال تلمزوا أنفسكم وال تنابزوا بااللقاب
O believers! Avoid suspicion as much as possible, for, in
some cases suspicion is a sin. Do not spy on each other
nor backbite on each other (speaking ill behind one’s
back).This is like eating the flesh of your dead brother.
Surely you would abhor it… (Al-Hujrat; 49: 12)

يايها الذين أمنوا اجتنبوا كثيرا من الظن ان بعض الظن اثم وال تجسسوا وال يغتب
بعضكم بعضا أيحب أحدكم أن يأكل لحم أخيه ميتا فكرهتموه
…The noblest of you in Allah’s sight is the most righteous
of you… (Al-Hujrat; 49:13)
ان أكرمكم عند هللا أتقاكم
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We created man. We know the promptings of his soul, and
are closer to him than (his) jugular vein. (Qaaf; 50:16)
ولقد خلقنا االنسان ونعلم ما توسوس به نفسه ونحن أقرب اليه من حبل
الوريد
Can man have all that he desires, no he can’t. (An-Najm;
53:24)

أم لالنسان ما تمنى
Every person shall be rewarded in proportion to his
efforts towards virtuous deeds. (An-Najm; 53:39)
وأن ليس لالنسان اال ما سعى
All that exists on earth will perish, except the face of your
Rabb will remain full of majesty and glory . (Ar-Rahman;
55:26-27)

كل من عليها فان ويبقى وجه ربك ذو الجالل واالكرام
Can the reward of goodness be anything but fair and
good? (Ar-Rahman; 55:60)
هل جزاء االحسان اال االحسان
Allah does not love the haughty, the vainglorious, nor
those who being niggardly, enjoy others also to be
niggardly. (Al-Hadid; 57:23)
وهللا اليحب كل مختال فخور الذين يبخلون ويأمرون الناس بالبخل
Why do you say or promise what you never do? It is most
odious is Allah’s sight that you should say or commit
that which you do not do. (As-Saff; 61:2-3)
يايها الذين ءامنوا لم تقولون ما ال تفعلون *كبر مقتا عند هللا أن تقولوا
ما ال تفعلون
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Indeed man was created impatient. When evil befalls him
he becomes despondent; but blessed with good fortune he
behaves niggardly. (Al-Ma’arij; 70:19-21)
ان االنسان خلق هلوعا*اذا مسه الشر جزوعا*واذا مسه الخير منوعا
Bestow no favours anticipating gains. (Al-Mudassir; 74:4)
وال تمنن تستكثر
Do not oppress the orphan, nor drive away the beggar.
(Adh-Dhuha; 93:9-10)

فأما اليتيم فال تقهر**وأما السائل فال تنهر
You have your own religion and I have mine. (Al-Kafirun;
109:6)

لكم دينكم ولى دين
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2. THE GLOROUS QUR’AN: THE LAST AND
FINAL DIVINE REVELATION - A LIVING
MIRACLE
Most of the other Prophets were divinely gifted
with miracles to convince their respective people of the
Power, Authority, Unity and Supremacy of Allah (SWT2)
and to invite them to the path of Righteousness and Piety.
As for instance Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) (AS3) could
emerge unscathed from the arena of flaming fire in which
he was hurled by the order of king Nimrod of Babylonia;
Prophet Musa (Moses) could perform the Miracle of the
Rod which would change into python when thrown on
the ground; and Prophet ‘Isa (Jesus) could revive a dead
person to life by the command of Allah, could completely
cure a leper and other sick persons. No such miracles were
gifted to Prophet Muhammad. The major miracle
associated with him was his miraculous night journey
from Makkah to Jerusalem from Masjid-ul-Haraam to
Masjid-ul-Aqsa and thereafter his ascent to the seventh
Heaven and return to Makkah the same night.
Besides his steely resolve, indomitable courage,
flawless character and firm belief, which were divinely
gifted to other Prophets as well, the success of his mission
2

SWT: Stands for ‘Sub’hanuhu Wo Ta’la’ meaning Pure and Exalted. It is
customary to invoke this short exaltation whenever the Prophet’s name is
spoken, written or heard, thus will be not be repeated henceforth in the text.
3

AS: Stands for ’Alaihi-s Salaam’ meaning Peace Be Upon Him. It is
customary to invoke this short prayer whenever the Prophet’s name is spoken,
written or heard, thus will be not be repeated henceforth in the text.
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was mainly brought about by the Book Al-Qur’an which
was revealed to him for the guidance of all mankind: “But
it is nothing less than a Message to all the worlds.” (AlQualm; 68:52) and a constant source of inspiration. He was
also divinely bestowed with a devout and totally
dedicated band of loyal companions such as Abu Bakr,
‘Umar, ‘Uthman, ‘Ali, ‘Abdur Rahman bin ‘Auf, Zaid bin
Thabit, ‘Abdullah bin Masud, Bilal (RA4) etc., who loved
Islam and the Prophet more than their own lives.
Undoubtedly Al-Qur’an was the greatest miracle,
which was gifted to Prophet Muhammad by Allah. He
himself referred to it in one of his Traditions (Ahadith)
narrated by Abu Hurayrah: “The Prophet said; ‘Every
Prophet was given miracles because of which people
believed but what I have been given is divine inspiration
which Allah has revealed to me so I hope that my
followers will outnumber the followers of other Prophets
on the Day of Resurrection.’” (Bukhari)
Among the divine books revealed to various
Prophets preceding Prophet Muhammad, the Qur’an has
certain distinctive attributes, which are not matched by
others.
 It is the only revealed book, which has retained its
originality and pristine purity and contains the
verbatim record of the words of Allah, as revealed to
Prophet Muhammad over a period of 23 years. (For a
fuller

discussion

see

INDSET

Monograph

No.7

4

-

RA: Stands for ‘Raziallahu ‘Anhu/’Anha/’Anhum’ manning May Allah be
pleased with him/her/them. It is customary to invoke this short prayer whenever

the Prophet’s name is spoken, written or heard, thus will be not be repeated
henceforth in the text.
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Compilation of Al-Qur’an:
Words of Allah).

the Verbatim Record of the

 There is only one text of the Qur’an, which is being
read and recited by Muslims all over the world. This is
the only Holy Book, which has been wholly
memorized by hundreds of thousands of Huffaaz
(Those who commit the entire text of the Qur’an to
memory) from the time of its revelation.
The Qur’an proclaimed that Prophet Muhammad
was the ‘Seal of Prophets’ (Khatim-un-Nabieen) i.e. the
chain of Divinely Commissioned Prophets terminated
with his Prophetic Mission: “Muhammad is not the
father of any of your men, but (he is) the Apostle of
Allah, and the Seal of the Prophets; and Allah has full
knowledge of all things.” (Al-Ahzaab; 33:40)


The Qur’an also declared the Universality of his
mission: “We have not sent you but as a universal
(Messenger) to men, giving them glad tidings, and
warning them (against sin), but most men understand
not.” (Saba; 34:28) and designated him as ‘Mercy to all
Mankind’: “We sent you not, but as Mercy for all
creatures.” (Al-Anbiya; 21:107)


 The religions of the world have progressively
evolved over a period of time. The teachings of all the
earlier Prophets were consummated in the Qur’an
revealed to Prophet Muhammad. Thus the chain of
Divinely Revealed books for the guidance of mankind
ended with the Revelation of the Glorious Qur’an;
hence the teachings of the earlier Prophets were also
consummated in the Qur’an revealed to Prophet
Muhammad.
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CORRUPTION OF OTHER REVEALED SCRIPTURES:
The other extant revealed scriptures are Tawrait
(Torah) revealed to Prophet Musa, Injeel (Gospels) to
Prophet ‘Isa and Zabur (Psalms) to Prophet Dawud
(David). The texts of all divinely revealed books have been
corrupted considerably because of human intervention.
Jewish and Christian religious leaders frankly admit that
the Torah and the Gospels are edited texts.
The Tawrait (Torah) was revealed all at once as a
Mus’haf (Scripture). Unlike the Tawrait the Qur’an was
revealed in stages and communicated orally by
Archangel Jibrael (Gabriel) to Prophet Muhammad.

REVELATION OF HOLY QUR’AN:
The First Stage:
In the first stage, the Qur’an was brought down by
the angels from the Seventh Heaven to the Lowest Heaven
(Alam-e-Burzakh). This text of the divine scripture could
be handled only by the purified angels. Allah reveals thus
“This is a Glorious Qur’an (inscribed) in a hidden book
which none may touch except the purified, a revelation
from the Lord of creatures.” (Al-Waqiah; 56: 77-80) This
glorious Qur’an will remain well preserved till eternity in
“Loh-e-Mahfooz” Guarded Tablet). (Al-Buruj; 85:22) It was
in the month of Ramadhan that the Qur’an was brought
down to the Lowest Heaven. (Refer Tafseer Maajid
Daryabadi Vol. 4 Chapter 56) Allah has assured that the
originality of the Qur’anic text as revealed to Prophet
Muhammad will be divinely protected and preserved (AlHijr; 15:9) till eternity.
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Second Stage:
The Second Stage begins with the revelation of the
Qur’anic Verses to Prophet Muhammad came through
Archangel Jibrael (Gabriel) which is indicated by the
following verses in the Qur’an to quote a few: “Surely,
this Qur’an is a revelation from the Lord (Rabb) of the
Worlds. The trustworthy angel Jibrael (Gabriel) brought it
down upon your heart and mind so that as Messenger of
Allah you may admonish your people in plain Arabic
language (which they understand). This fact was foretold
in the earlier scriptures.” (Ash-Shu’ara; 26:192-196) The
Qur’an further asserts that the Qur’an is directly from the
“…The All Aware” (Hud; 11:1) and “…All-Wise, Most
Knowledgeable” (An-Namal; 27:6). Hence it is the most
powerful weapon in the hands of Muslims.
The first five verses were revealed to him in cave
Hira also later called Jabal an-Noor (The Mountain of
Light) on the 24th of the lunar month of Ramadhan. These
verses are “Read in the name of your Lord (Rabb) who
created man from a leechlike mass. Read! Your Rabb is
the most gracious, who taught by the pen, taught man
what he knew not.” (Al-Iqra’; 96:1-5)
(a) Ramadhan is the month in which the Qur’an was

revealed, a book of guidance distinguishing right from
wrong. (Al-Baqarah; 2:185)
(b) We revealed it to warn mankind, on a night when
every precept was made plain as a commandment
from our self. (Ad-Dukhaan; 44:2)
(c) “We revealed the Qur’an on the Night of the Qadr,

Would that you know what the Night of Qadr is like!
Better is the Night of Qadr than a thousand months.
On that night the angels including Jibrael come down
by the leave of their Lord (Rabb) with all decrees, that
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night is the night of peace, till the break of dawn.” (AlQadr; 97: 1~5)

The second stage lasted 23 years, 13 years in
Makkah and 10 years in Madinah, during which the entire
text of the Qur’an was revealed to Prophet Muhammad.

HOW DID THE QUR’AN RETAIN ITS PRISTINE PURITY OR
ORIGINALITY?
 The entire text of the Qur’an as dictated and
arranged by the Prophet was already scribed before
his death on camel skin (Riqa), thin slabs of stone
(Lekhaf) and planks of wood from the base of palm
trees. (Aseed).
 These verses of the Qur’an written on different
pieces were scribed in a Mus’haf (book) on parchment
sheets, during the Khilafat of Abu Bakr within 18
months after Prophet’s death. The Qur’anic text thus
compiled was rigorously checked and cross checked to
ensure its authenticity.
 Many companions of the Prophet had committed
to memory the entire Qur’anic text during the life of
the Prophet and were in a position to confirm the
authenticity of the complied text. All the companions
of the Prophet also vouchsafed for its authenticity.
This Mus’haf compiled during the Khilafat of Khalifah
Abu Bakr was considered as the standard and accurate
referral text of Al-Qur’an.
 During the Khilafat of ‘Uthman seven copies of this
authentic referral text of the Qur’an were made and or
copy each was dispatched for use, reference and
copying to the then major centres of Islamic realm
namely Makkah, Bahrain, Kufah, Basra, Damascus,
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Yemen and Madinah. Khalifah ‘Uthman kept one copy
to himself, which was called Mus’haf Imam.
 It is this text of the Qur’an circulated by Khalifah
‘Uthman, with the addition of diacritical marks later
that is being read, recited and memorized by Huffaaz
(plural of Hafiz who memorises the Qur’an) by all
Muslims across the world.

WHY WAS THE QUR’AN REVEALED?
 Idol worship in Arabia and particularly in Makkah
was at its peak. Ka’bah, the first house of worship for
Allah built by Prophet Ibrahim and his son Prophet
Isma’el (Ishmael) was completely polluted loaded with
365 idols. Ka’bah had to be rid of these idols. The
crucially important mission of Prophet Muhammad
was to restore the sanctity of Ka’bah as the house of
worship of Allah, the one and only Allah.
 The preceding messages brought by other
Prophets such as Ibrahim , Yunus (Jonah) , Dawud ,
Isa , Musa , and many others were either lost in
antiquity or were thoroughly corrupted and had lost
their originality. As a result the virtuous way of life
was lot to the social vices.
 The divine messages conveyed by other Prophets
were revealed for a particular community. As for
instance, Prophets Musa and ‘Isa (Jesus) were
commissioned to guide the people of Bani Israel
(Israelites). Prophet Musa (Moses) said to Bani Israel
“Why do you annoy me, my people, when you know that I
am sent to you by Allah” (As-Saff; 61:5); similarly
Prophet ‘Isa reminded Bani Israel “O children of
Israel. I am sent forth to you by Allah to confirm the
Torah already revealed and to give news of an apostle
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that will come after me whose name is Ahmad…” (AsSaff; 61:6) Prophet Yunus (Jonah) was commissioned to
reform a community of over 100,000 people who lived
somewhere in Mesopotamia.
Because of the utter corruption of Tawrait (Torah)
and Injeel (Gospels – Old and New Testaments) the
advancing human civilization with the rise of great
empires, Chinese, Persian and Roman and increasing
trade and commerce, lacked proper divine guidance to
guide people to the path of piety and righteousness in
the conduct of human affairs. There was thus urgent
need for a divine book of guidance for all mankind,
which shall be eternally relevant. It was to fill this
need for a universal message of guidance that the
Qur’an was revealed and Prophet Muhammad was
chosen as The Messenger to convey this Message. The
Qur’an calls this “…message for the guidance and
admonition for all mankind”, (Al-Qalam; 68:52) and the
Prophet specially chosen to convey this message has
been designated as “…Mercy for all creatures.” (Al

Anbiya; 21:107)

THE QUR’AN IS A UNIQUE BOOK, LIVING MIRACLE
 The Qur’an is a unique and incomparable book,
which can never be imitated and shall never be
corrupted. Its message is straight forward without any
crookedness (Al-Kahaf; 18:1,2). It is totally immune from
falsehood which cannot even approach this truthful
message from any direction (Ha-Meem; 41: 42). The
Qur’an reveals only the truth and nothing but the
truth (Al-Isra; 17:105).
 It was revealed about 1500 years ago but has
stayed uncorrupted. Not a word has changed since its
revelation to Prophet Muhammad. It is the only Book
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which contains the verbatim record of what was
communicated to Prophet Muhammad by Archangel
Jibrael.
 The revelations of the Qur’an were completed in 23
years. Despite this long period of revelation Al-Qur’an
is remarkably free from all discrepancies and
contradictions (An-Nisa; 4:82).
 The eloquence and the elegance of the Qur’an in
Arabic has remained till today unexcelled. The Arabic
language itself in which the Qur’an was revealed 1500
years ago has continued to remain a living and
dynamic language used extensively in all walks of life
even in modern times.
 The challenge of the Qur’an to human beings and
Jinns to make a combined effort to produce a book of
this unique nature and immaculate quality has
remained unanswered (Al-Isra; 17:88 and Al-Qasas;
28:49). The Qur’an challenges the non-believers and
even the people of the Book to produce even a single
Surah of excellence in quality and subtlety of language
and meaning and asserts that none can achieve it (AlBaqarah – 2:23; Yunus; 10:38). This challenge posed by
the Qur’an has not been met.

ACCURACY OF PREDICTIONS OF UNFORESEEN EVENTS
IN THE QUR’AN
Khusro Pervez the Persian Emperor inflicted a
humiliating defeat on the forces of Byzantine Emperor
Heracles in Syria in 615 A.D. After this defeat Allah
revealed in the Qur’an that shortly the Romans
(Byzantines) will be victorious against the Persians (ArRum; 30:2~4). The Romans in the Battle of Mosul routed the
Persians in December 627 A.D.
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THE QUR’AN, THOUGH A REVEALED BOOK, IS

THOROUGHLY RATIONAL AS WELL
 Rationality in the following verses is evident and
telling:
“If there were, in the heavens and the earth,
other gods beside god, there would have been
confusion in both…” (Al-Anbiya; 21:22) (While
President Obama was President elect he refused to
attend a summit meeting convened by President
Bush saying that there can be only one President at
a time.)
(a)

King Nimrod of Babylonia argued with
Prophet Ibrahim that like Allah he had the power
to kill persons or keep them alive. Prophet Ibrahim
then sharply retorted, “…Allah causes the sun to
rise from the East, can you then cause it to rise
from the West…” (Al-Baqarah; 2:258) Nimrod was
stunned to silence.
(b)

Rationality in the Qur’an is again highlighted
when Jews claimed Prophet Ibrahim was a Jew and
Christians claimed that he was a Christian. The Qur’an
rebuts their claim and points that Prophet Ibrahim
existed long before the advent of both Judaism and
Christianity, therefore he was “… neither a Jew nor a
Christian but he was a dedicated believer who had
surrendered himself to Allah …” (Al-e Imran; 3:67)


THE QUR’AN IS A BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE (FOR DETAILS
REFER INDSET MONOGRAPHS NO: 18 TO 22)

 Encourages
knowledge.

research

and

acquisition

of

 Superiority of Adam over angels was established
because of his knowledge and intellectual capability.

23
Essence and Spirit of Islam

 In the first five verses revealed to Prophet
Muhammad, Allah stressed the importance of
knowledge “your Lord is the most bountiful One, who
taught by the pen, taught man what he did not know.”
('Alaq; 96:4,5) Man should, therefore, constantly pray to
Allah to enhance his knowledge. (Taha; 20:144)
 Prophet Muhammad also stressed that, “it is
obligatory for Muslim men and women to acquire
knowledge.” (Bukhari)
Encouragement to scientific research is clearly
evident from the following verse in the Qur’an: “It is
Allah who has subdued to you the ocean so that ships
may sail upon it at his command so that you may seek
his bounty and express gratitude to Him. He has
subjected to you whatever the heavens and the earth
contain. Surely there are signs in this for those who
ponder.” (Al-Jathia; 45:12-13)


 The Qur’an revealed some startling scientific
truths regarding creation of living beings, astronomy,
human embryology, geomorphology, etc.

THE QUR’AN OUTLINES THE FUNDAMENTAL
PRINCIPLES FOR THE CONDUCT OF HUMAN AFFAIRS
AND HIGHLIGHTS THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM:
A . The Qur’anic revelations provide human beings with
a concise and an incorruptible divine document, in order
to guide them to paths of piety and virtuous deeds till the
Day of Judgment. It instills in the hearts and minds of
human beings the fear of Allah and repeatedly warns
them of their accountability to Him for their earthly deeds.
B. Allah designates the Qur’an as glorious light, which
clearly differentiates between good and evil (4:174, and
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25:1). It has also been referred to as a book of ‘Hikmat’ or
‘Wisdom’ which clearly outlines the path human beings
should follow to stay on the ‘Straight Path’ or ‘Siraat-ulMustaqeem’.
C. The moral norms and ethical codes prescribed in the
Qur’an govern the conduct of Muslims, in fact all human
beings, concerning all facets of life. They guide their
conduct in war and peace, behaviour towards fellow
human beings, relations with neighbours, close and
distant, behaviour and attitude towards family members,
respect for parents, treatment of women, distribution of
inheritance, adherence to principles of peace, justice,
compassion, truthfulness, honesty, sincerity, integrity, and
transparency.
D.
The Qur’anic revelations are forceful, logical, and
rational. It encourages acquisition and advancement of
knowledge through scientific research including objective
observation of nature and creations of Allah on land, in
water and in air. It stresses on constant search for truth,
which alone can ensure advancement of knowledge and
can unravel the mysteries of the creations of God in the
universe.
E.
The Qur’anic revelations are multidimensional in
character, which are hardly highlighted by Muslim
scholars. They have focused their attention on Islamic
jurisprudence and Jihad, which severely constricts the
scope and character and presents a skewed view of this
remarkable Book, a unique gift of Allah to mankind,
Before discussing the multidimensional character of
Qur’anic revelations let us first look into the origin of
Deen Islam.

3.

DIVINE ORIGIN of DEEN-e ISLAM
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Other religions are named after their Prophets or
founders such as Christianity is named after Christ
(Jesus or Isa), Buddhism after Buddha, and Judaism after
Judas. Allah has especially chosen for the followers of
Muhammad Islam as their Deen (Religion), which means
religion of peace and submission to the command of
Allah.

Allah Himself selected ‘Islam’ as the Deen
or religion of the followers of Prophet Muhammad:
“…this day I have perfected your religion (Deen) for
you and completed my favour to you. I have chosen
Islam to be your faith …” (Al-Ma’edah; 5:3)

In another verse, the Qur’an categorically
states that “The Religion before Allah is Islam
(submission to His will)…” (Ale-Imran; 3:19) The
Qur’an reiterates that whoever “…If anyone chooses a
religion other than Islam, it will not be accepted from
him/her, and in the world to come he will be one of the
lost.” (Ale-Imran; 3:5)
 In fact Islam was the religion of all the Prophets
and the Qur’an testifies to it.
When the people of Prophet Nuh refused to
listen to his advice he told them “…my reward is
only due from Allah , and I have been commanded
to be of those who submit to Allah’s will (in
Islam).” (Yunus; 10:72)
(a)

Again we observe that Prophet Ibrahim
and his son Prophet Isma’el while constructing
Ka’bah prayed to Allah: “O our Lord! Make of us
Muslim, bowing to your (will) and of our progeny
a people bowing to your (will)…” (Al-Baqarah;
(b)

2:128)

26
Essence and Spirit of Islam

In response to this supplication of Prophet
Ibrahim, Allah called the followers of Muhammad
‘Muslims’. This is reiterated. “…He has chosen you
and laid on you no burdens in the observance of
your faith, the faith of Ibrahim your father. He has
given you the name of Muslims before and in
this...” (Al-Hajj; 22:78)
(c)

Prophet Ya’qub (Jacob) a grandson of
Prophet Ibrahim, advised his children as his death
approached: “…’O my children Allah has chosen
for you the true faith, die not except in the State of
submission to Allah, (Antum Muslimun)’.” (AlBaqarah; 2:132) In response to this advice his sons
promised that “…’We shall worship the same one
God who is your Rabb (God) and the Rabb of your
forefathers Ibrahim, Ismail, Is’haq (Isaac), and to
Him we will submit as Muslims’.” (Al-Baqarah; 2:
(d)

133)

Prophet Ibrahim was an epitome of
submission to Allah. When Allah asked him to
submit, he promptly “…’I submit to the Lord of
the worlds’.” (Al-Baqarah; 2:131)
(e)


And it is to this faith of total submission to Allah
that Prophet Muhammad was repeatedly asked to
follow: “Follow the faith of Ibrahim, true in faith, he
was no polytheist.” (An Nahl; 16:123); and: “Verily my
Allah has guided me to straight path, to an upright
religion, to the faith of Abraham who certainly joined
not gods with Allah.” (Al-A’raf 6:161)
Prophet Suleiman (Solomon), in his letter to Queen
of Sheba (Bilqis) (Saba) said: “Be you not arrogant
against me, but come to me in submission (to the true
religion).” (An-Namal; 27:31)
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ISLAM IS ALSO A RELIGION OF PEACE AND
COMPASSION

Islam also means a religion of peace and peace
implies compassion. Islam was born in Makkah when
the first five verses were revealed to Prophet
Muhammad in cave Hira on Jabal Noor 13 years prior to
his Hijrat (migration) to Madinah.

It was in Madinah when the first Islamic state was
founded by the Prophet that peaceful, compassionate,
just, honest and truthful character of Islam was
demonstrated prominently. It was in Madinah when the
first Islamic state was founded by the Prophet that
peaceful, compassionate, just, honest and truthful
character of Islam was demonstrated prominently.

It was in Madinah that all the Qur’anic verses
which define Islamic values governing the conduct of
life of Muslims in their family and community affairs, in
their conduct of war and peace, their behaviour and
attitude towards non-Muslims were categorically and
unambiguously outlined.

It was in Madinah that the Prophet issued a
Charter of Madinah also called by some scholars the
‘Constitution of Madinah’ (Misaaq-e Madinah) in which
the Jews were given equal rights with Muslims as
citizens of the State of Madinah. It was in Madinah that
the Islamic principles of statecraft, as enshrined in the
Qur’an, were rigorously applied by the Prophet and
later by Khulafa-e Rashideen (the four rightly guided
Caliphs).

Islam emerged as the most progressive of all the
then existing religions and can even, in the
contemporary period of the 21st century, claim to be
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among the most progressive religions of the world. This
is substantiated by the fact that :
(a)
Islam introduced one of the most radical
reforms in executing religious rituals, which till
today remains unmatched.
(b)
It discarded the practice of rituals being
performed by clergies, which is still prevalent in
most other religions. The obligatory and canonical
services in Islam can be performed without a priest
such as the duties of Imam or Leader in Salaat
(prayer) or in the performance of Hajj rituals. Any
male adult individual, who is conversant with the
rules for performing Salaat (five time daily prayers
can lead in Friday congregational prayers,
congregational prayers in the two Eids (E’idain),
funeral prayers. Similarly any person can act as
guide for the Hajj pilgrimage if he is thoroughly
familiar with the essential rituals.
(c)
Even the Nikah ceremony in a Muslim
wedding can be performed by one who is
thoroughly acquainted with the rules.
No other religion grants this liberty to ordinary
individuals. They must have priests to perform these
religious rituals unless a marriage is solemnized in a court
(civil marriage).

4. DIMENSIONS OF QUR’ANIC REVELATIONS
The Quran is not merely a book of religious
codes and rituals. It is comprehensive book of guidance
which outlines unambiguously the basic principles
which should govern the human affairs in the world. It
is a concise book of knowledge which repeatedly asks
man to continuously search for the bounties of Allah
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which have been created for the benefit of human
beings. It also reminds human beings constantly of their
accountability to Allah on the Day of Resurrection,
which will indeed happen without an iota of doubt.
Since human life is multi-dimensional hence the
Qur’an, the divine book of guidance is also multidimensional as is highlighted in the following diagram.

This graphic representation is an attempt to
sharply focus attention on the multidimensional character
of the inimitable Qur’an. The following paragraphs offer a
synoptic statement on each of the dimensions of the
Qur’anic revelations displayed graphically.
DIMENSIONS OF QUR’ANIC REVELATIONS:



Basic Tenets or the Five Pillars of Islam.



Historic Perspectives in the Qur’an.



Islamic Ethos.
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 Qur’anic Encouragement to Scientific Research
and Acquisition of Knowledge.
 Qiamah (Day of Resurrection or Reckoning) and
Accountability to Allah
4.1

BASIC TENETS OR FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM:

The Revelations in the Qur’an guide the Muslims
on the basic tenets of Islam such as belief in the unity and
attributes of Allah, Imaan and Shahadah, Salaat -five times
daily prayers and congregational prayers, Saum or
Fasting, Zakaat i.e. Poor Due and Hajj pilgrimage. These
are called FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM.
4.2

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES IN THE QURAN:

They provide historical perspective on the
missions of various Prophets and morals for disobeying
the messages of the respective Prophets and disastrous
consequences for disobeying the commands of Allah.
4.3

ISLAMIC ETHOS:

They spell out the ethical and moral principles,
which should guide the conduct of human beings in this
world so that they act righteously and follow the straight
path. They provide guidance to codify the criminal and
civil laws including law of Justice, marriage inheritance
etc.
4.4

QUR’ANIC ENCOURAGEMENT TO SCIENTIFIC
RESEARCH AND ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE:

Qur’an encourages acquisition of knowledge and
scientific research so that human beings improve the
quality of their living conditions but warns against
luxurious living and wasteful expenditure.
Makes some startling revelations of scientific
truths in human embryology, geological, physical,
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chemical and astronomical sciences which came to be
discovered only during 18th -20th centuries.
4.5

QIYAMAH OR DAY OF RECKONING AND
ACCOUNTABILITY TO ALLAH:

The Qur’an stresses on the Day of Reckoning and
Accountability of human beings to Allah on that day for
his earthly deeds. The Qur’an repeatedly warns human
beings to be watchful of their behaviour and deeds during
the course of their lives on earth which are being
constantly recorded.
Further, nothing can be concealed from Allah even
if it may be the minutest particle located in the remotest
corner of the earth.
The concept of accountability, which is the
fundamental principle of modern administration
originated with the prophetic mission of Prophet Nuh
(Noah) and has been consistently reiterated by all the
prophets commissioned by Allah to reform societies in
different parts of the world. This concept has been refined,
crystallized and significantly stressed in the Qur’an which
conveys the final divine for the guidance of all mankind.
The concept of accountability implies a system of reward
and punishment on the Day Reckoning (Qiamah) based on
the quality of deeds performed during life on earth. Those
who excelled in good deeds will dwell in Jannah (Heaven),
whereas those bad deeds outweighed their good deeds
and who joined partners will Allah will face the Jahannam
(Hellfire).
The modern system of management has borrowed
the concept of accountability from religion. Workers in
any profession are constantly evaluated regarding the
merit of their performance. Their promotion or demotion
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depends on the quality of their performance in the jobs
assigned to them. What is valid for life on earth is equally
valid for life in the Hereafter or life after death when the
entire mankind will be summoned before Allah. No one
should express any doubt its occurrence. If one does it he
or she will do so on his or her own peril.
4.1

BASIC TENETS OR FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM

The following constitute the Five Pillars of Islam
and the core of its basic tenets:
4.1.1

Unity of Allah and His Attributes, Imaan and
Shahadah

4.1.2

Salaat (Prayers)

4.1.3

Zakaat (Poor Due)

4.1.4

Saum (Fasting)

4.1.5

Hajj (Pilgrimage to Makkah)

Prophet Muhammad also stressed that “Islam is
built upon the following five pillars: testifying that there is
no God except Allah and that Muhammad is his
Messenger, the establishment of prayer, the giving of
Zakaat, the fast of Ramadhan and the pilgrimage to
Makkah” (Sayyed Sabiq –op-cit p: 108-As-Siyam)
Piety is the essence of Islam. It implies God –
Consciousness (Taqwa) and that a Muslim should always
act righteously for he/she is accountable to Allah for all
his/her earthly deeds. Man is a Vice-Regent of Allah on
earth and in physical form he has also imbibed the divine
spirit. Consequently he/she must strive to harmonize the
physical and spiritual demands of his existence and
should make a conscious effort to strike a balance between
the two. Human beings possess angelic qualities but have
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animal instincts as well. They should not enslave
themselves to their animal desires and behave wildly and
shamelessly.
The Five Pillars of Islam are divinely designed to
constantly remind Muslims to move along the straight
path, adhere to truth and justice, help the poor and the
needy, be patient and persevere, maintain peace, unity
and equality of mankind and fear Allah for, nothing can
be concealed and kept secret from Him. Allah is Supreme
and His Authority stands unchallenged on the Earth, in
the Heavens and in between. These Five Pillars, if
practiced as prescribed with solemnity and sincerity, will
ensure the purity of heart and mind, will maintain balance
between spiritual and physical components of human
needs and desires and finally will make man more human,
nearer to Allah, will elevate his spiritual status and
disciplines his physical desires. They also bring about a
healthy and meaningful interaction between religion and
realities of life and blend them harmoniously.
4.1.1.

UNITY OF ALLAH AND HIS ATTRIBUTES, IMAAN AND
KALIMAS:

A. Creed of Muslims:

The Creed of Muslims is unequivocally, concisely
and categorically proclaimed in Imaan (articles of faith)
and in Kalimas (the Words). Imaan proclaims the belief of
Muslims in the Unity of Allah and His Attributes, in all
divinely commissioned prophets and in the Day of
Judgment when all the dead will be resurrected. They are
expressed in brief (Mujmal) as well as in detail (Muffassal).
A.1

Imaan Mammal (Expression of Faith in brief): “I
proclaim faith in Allah as He is with all the
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names and attributes and accept and submit to
all His commands unreservedly.”
A.2

Imaan Muffassal (Expression of Faith in detail):
“I proclaim firm belief in Allah, His Angels, His
books, His Messengers, destiny in the good of it
and evil of it from Allah the most High, and in
resurrection after death.”

B. The Kalimas (Words):

The Kalimas constitute a basic component of the
creed of Muslims. They pronounce and assert the Unity of
Allah and stress on the Prophet-hood (Apostleship) of
Muhammad. There are five categories of Kalimas but the
two most recited by Muslims are Kalama al-Tayyib and
Kalama al-Shahadah:
B.1

Kalama at-Tayyib: “There is no god except
Allah and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.”

B.2

Kalama ash-Shahadah: “I bear witness that there
is no god except Allah, the One and none is His
partner nor I bear witness that Muhammad is
His servant and Messenger.”

C. Oneness or Unity (Tawhee / Wahdaniyat) of Allah

And His Attributes:
Judaism, Christianity and Islam are considered to
be monotheistic religions and believe in the Unity of Allah
or God. Judaism and Christianity have compromised with
the concept of Unity and corrupted it. The Jews consider
that Uzair was the son of Allah. Similarly Christians
worship Jesus as the son of God (Allah) (At-Tawbah; 9:30).
The Islamic concept of Allah has remained
undiluted and uncorrupted. The Muslims firmly believe
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that there is only one God and do not associate any
partners with Him. The Qur’an asserts: “Say: He is Allah,
the One and Only; Allah; the Eternal, Absolute; He
begetteth not, nor is He begotten; and there is none like
Him.” (Al-Iqlaas; 112:1-4)
The Qur’an asserts and Muslims believe that Allah
is the Creator and Sustainer of the universes. The Qur’an
categorically declares: “He initiates creation, then reproduces
it: that is easier for Him. His is the most exalted attribute in
heaven and earth. He is the Mighty, the Wise one.” (Ar-Rum;
30:27)
This is forcefully reiterated in another verse of the
Qur’an; “He is the Creator of the heavens and the earth.
How could He have a son when He has no consort? He
created all things and has knowledge of all things. That is
Allah your Lord. There is no god but Him, the Creator of
all things. Therefore worship Him. He is the Guardian of
all things.” (Al-An’am; 6:101.102)
 Allah is thus Eternal without a beginning and
Everlasting without an end.
 He is unique (incomparable) and there is nothing
like Him in the Universe. (Ash-Shura; 42:11)
He is beyond comprehension. “No imagination can
conceive of Him, and no understanding can
comprehend. He is attributed to life and is not subject
to death.” (Shaykh Muhammad Bin Yahya Al-Ninowy)


 He is attributed to life and is not subject to death.
(Shaykh Muhammad Bin Yahya Al-Ninowy)

“He is the Creator of the heavens and the earth!
When He decrees a thing, He needs only to say, “Be”
and there it becomes.” (Al-Baqarah; 2:117)


36
Essence and Spirit of Islam

Allah is supreme as creator, the best of all the
creators. His creations are perfect and flawless: “He
Who created the seven heavens one above another; no
want of proportion wilt thou see in the Creation of
(Allah) Most Gracious so turn thy vision again: Seest
thou any flaw? Again turn thy vision a second time;
(thy) vision will come back to thee dull and
discomfited in a state worn out.” (Al-Mulk; 67:3-4)


The idea that the Universe is created by a single
supreme power with limitless authority is also very
logical. The harmony and the orderliness that we find
in the universe can be accomplished only if there is a
single controlling authority. There will be total chaos
in the event of multiple authorities as the Qur’an
logically points out: “No son did Allah beget nor is
there any god along with Him (if there were many
gods) behold each God would have taken away what
he had created and some would have Lorded over
others...” (Al-Mominun; 23:91)


D. SHIRK (Joining Partners With Allah) Is A Heinous

And Unpardonable Sin – Those Who Commit This
Sin Will Be Severely Punished.
Thus Allah is the only Creator and Sustainer of the
Universe. He has no partners in creation and does not
need any ones help in his creation. He is all
knowledgeable and the source of all Knowledge. He is the
source of all enlightenment. He commands all power and
total authority on all affairs on this Earth, in the Heaven
and in between: “…He has only to command, ‘Be’ and it is
done. Glory to Him, who has control of all things...”
(Yaaseen; 36:82-83)

 Allah is thus omnipotent, omniscient and
omnipresent. It is, therefore, strictly forbidden in the
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Qur’an to associate partners with Him and it is a great
sin to do so.
The Qur’an stresses that “serve no other gods
besides Allah, lest you be despised and forsaken. Your
Lord has enjoined you to worship none but Him…”


(Al-Isra;17:22,23)

 It is forcefully reiterated in another verse: “Invoke
no other god with Allah. There is no other god but Him. All
things shall perish except His face...” (Al-Qasas; 28:88).
There are numerous verses in the Qur’an where this
point has been emphasized. Finally it has been
declared a heinous sin, which will not be forgiven. All
the Prophets right from Prophet Nuh to Prophet
Muhammad warned against committing such a sin.
 Prophet Isa sternly warned Bani Israel: “…’O
children of Israel, worship Allah, my Lord and your
Lord’, he that worships other gods shall be in the fire.
Unbelievers are those that say ‘Allah is one of three.’
There is but one God. If they do not desist from saying
this they shall be sternly punished.’” (Al-Ma’edah; 5:7273)

 Luqman, a wise man, lived probably during the
period of ‘Aad. He lived to a very old age and besides
being wise he was also called Muammar (old). He
admonished his son: "...O my son associate none with
Allah for to associate Him with others is a grievous
sin.” (Luqman; 31:13)
 The Qur’an categorically warns that associating
other gods with Allah is Shirk a heinous sin that shall
not be pardoned at all on the Day of Judgment, while
others may be pardoned. This stern warning is
reiterated: “Allah will not forgive setting up partners
with Him. He will forgive when He will, all other sins.
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He that sets up partners with Allah has strayed far
from the truth.” (An-Nisa; 4:116)
 Climax of Allah’s Compassion: Although Allah is
strict in punishing persons committing heinous sins
but He is also the Most Merciful and Compassionate.
The Qur’an opens with the compassionate face of
Allah: “In the name of Allah the Most Gracious, the
Most Merciful” (Bismillah-ir Rahman-ir Raheem). Surah
(Chapter) 55 is titled Ar-Rahman (The Most Gracious).
The sins committed by human beings including
that of “Shirk” i.e. associating other gods with Allah,
cannot be concealed from Allah for “He is All-Seeing, AllHearing and All-Knowing”. Besides He is aware of our
thoughts even in the inner core of our hearts. The Qur’an
reveals that: “Allah knows the mysteries of the heaven
and the earth. He knows that which is in men’s hearts.”
(Al-Jathia; 35:38)

Despite this perfect knowledge of deeds of all
human beings, Allah, is always in a generous and
compassionate mood to pardon even the greatest sins if it
is sincerely repented and firm commitment made not to
commit the sin again.
It may thus be observed that wherever in the
Qur’an there is an assertion of divine wrath or anger it is
immediately followed by an equally strong expression of
divine compassion and mercy. As for instance addressing
the Prophet Allah declares emphatically: “Nothing has
been said to you that has not been said to other apostles
before you. Your Lord is forgiving but stern in
retribution.” (Fussilat; 41:43)
In another verse it is reiterated “…swift is your
Lord in retribution; yet He is Forgiving, Merciful.” (AlAn’am; 6:165)
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If the repentant are sincere, Allah will forgive their
evil deeds: “He that repents and does good deeds truly
returns to Allah, for then Allah will change his sins to
good actions. Allah is ever Forgiving and Merciful.” (ALFurqaan; 25:70).
This generosity towards human beings is
highlighted in the Qur’anic verse which declares: “If you
avoid the grave sins you are forbidden, we shall pardon
your evil deeds and admit you to Paradise.” (An-Nisa; 4:31)
The climax of unbounded generosity of Allah is
strongly expressed thus: “Say; ‘O My servants, you who
have sinned against your souls, do not despair of Allah’s
mercy for he forgives all sins. He is the Forgiving one, the
Merciful. Turn your Lord in repentance and bow to His
will….’” (As-Zumar; 39:53-54)
ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH
Allah has 99 names which describe his attributes
but the most eloquent expression of His attributes are in
the following verses in four different chapters of the
Glorious Qur’an.
Surah Al-Baqarah (Chapter 2), Verse 255: (The
Throne Verse or Ayat-ul-Kursi):
1.

“Allah: there is no god but Him, the Living, the
Eternal one. Neither slumber nor sleep overtakes Him.
His is what the heavens and the earth contain. Who
can intercede with Him except by His permission? He
knows all about the men at present and in the future.
They can grasp only that part of His knowledge,
which He wills. His throne is as vast as the heavens
and the earth, and the preservation of both does not
weary Him. He is the Most Exalted, the Supreme in
Glory.”
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2.

Surah Al-e Imran (Chapter 3), Verses 26,27:

“Say Lord, Sovereign of all sovereignty. You
bestow sovereignty on whom You will, and take it
away from who You please; You exalt whomever You
will please and abase whomever You like. In Your
hand lies all that is good; You have power over all
things. You cause the night to pass into the day, and
the day into the night; You bring forth the living from
the dead and the dead from the living. You give
sustenance to whom You please without measure.”
3.

Surah An-Noor (Chapter 24), Verse 35:

“Allah is the light of the heavens and the earth.
His light may be compared to a niche that enshrines a
lamp, the lamp within a glass which (looks) as if it
were a brilliant star. (It is) lit from a blessed olive
tree, neither eastern nor western. Its very oil would
almost shine forth, though no fire touched it. Light
upon light. Allah guides to His light whom He wills.
Allah sets forth parables for men. He has knowledge of
all things.”
4.

Surah Al-Hashr (Chapter 59), Verses 22~24:

“He is Allah, besides whom there is no other god.
He knows the visible and the unseen. He is the
Compassionate and the Merciful. He is Allah, besides
Him there is no other god. He is the sovereign Lord,
the Holy one, the Giver of Peace, the Keeper of Faith,
the Guardian, the Almighty one, the All-Powerful and
the Most High! Exalted be He above the partners they
ascribe to Him. He is Allah, the Creator, the
Originator, and the Modeller. His are the most
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gracious names. All that is in heaven and earth
glorifies Him. He is the Mighty the Wise one.”
Signs about the Existence Allah (God)
Although Allah is not physically present whom we
can see and talk to, He was not even visible to His
Prophets who received their inspirations and divine
guidance through angels. Prophet Musa was the only
prophet with whom Allah directly communicated
occasionally without being visible. There are however so
many indications, distinct and clear, on earth that we can
clearly visualize the presence and existence of God
without ever sighting Him. As for instance:
“Behold! In the creation of the heavens and the
earth, and the alternation of day and night, there are
indeed signs for men of understanding.” (Al-e Imran;
1.

3:190)

“…If Allah were to make the night perpetual to the
Day of Judgment, what god is there other than Allah
to give you Light of day. Similarly if Allah were to
make the day perpetual who other than Allah can
bring back night for you to rest...” (Al-Qasas; 28:71,72)
2.

If the earth ceases to revolve round the sun there
will be no change of seasons, who other than Allah can
make the earth to revolve again.
3.

The Qur’an pointedly draws our attention to the
rain water from clouds and the wood that feeds the
fire and rhetorically asserts: “Consider the water
which you drink. Was it you that brought it down
from the cloud or We. If We wanted We could have
made it salty. Why then do you not Thank Me?
Similarly, observe the fire which you light. Is it you
that create its wood or We.” (Al-Waqiah; 56: 68~72)
4.
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It is Allah who has gifted human beings with
multiple of resources for their benefit, comfort and
convenience. He has given them wisdom also to utilize
these resources. Human beings should make the
optimum use of these resources. The Qur’an states:
5.

“Are you harder to create than the heaven
which He has built? He raised it high as an arch
and perfected it, giving darkness to its light, and
brought out sun to light the day. And the earth he
expanded wide and stabilized it; and then drew
from it water and pastures. He fixed the mountains
and made them resources to be utilized by human
beings and their cattle.” (An-Nadhi’at; 79:27~33)


“Among His signs is the fact that He has
created you from dust; then you were propagated
as human beings. Among His signs is the fact that
He has created spouses for you from among
yourselves so that you may console yourselves
with them. He has planted affection and mercy
between you; in that are signs for people who tend
to ponder. Among his signs are the creation of
Heaven and Earth as well as diversity in your
language and complexion (white, brown, black,
yellow, etc.). In that are signs for men of
knowledge. Among His signs is your sleeping by
right, and by day your pursuit of His bounty. In
that are signs for those who listen. Among His
signs is how He shows lightning for both fear and
hope. He sends down water from the sky so He
may revive the earth with it following its death. In
that are signs for people who reflect and
rationalize. Among His signs are in fact the earth
and sky stand firm and fast by His command. Then
whenever He calls you forth out of the earth once
and for all, you will all come forth. To Him
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belongs everything that is in the heaven and earth,
all are obedient to Him.” (Ar-Rum; 30:20~26)
4.1.2

Salaat (Prayers)

 Next to Imaan, Salaat or offering prayers five times
daily is a pre-eminent fundamental obligation
component of Islam. It must be regularly offered and
to ignore it deliberately is a major sin. The Qur’an
categorically states: “…surely Salaat are made
obligatory for the believers at their prescribed times.”
(An-Nisa; 4:103)

 Salaat was also made obligatory for all the
prophets preceding Prophet Muhammad. Prophet
Ibrahim prayed: “O my Rabb! Make me and my
descendants establish Salaat….” (Ibrahim; 14:40)
 Prophet Is’haq (Isaac) and Prophet Ya’qub son and
grandson of Prophet Ibrahim respectively were also
prophets. They were commanded by Allah to:
“…establish Salaat (prayers) and pay Zakaat (poor
due)...” (Al-Anbiya; 21:73)
 Prophet Isma’el, the elder son of Prophet Ibrahim
and brother of Prophet Is’haq, also asked his people:
“…to establish Salaat and give Zakaat...” (Maryam;
19:55)

Prophet Musa was also commanded by Allah:
“…to establish regular Prayers...” (Yunus; 10:87) and


(Taha; 20:14)

 By the command of Allah Prophet ‘Isa spoke as an
infant. Addressing a group of people he said: “And
Allah has commanded one to establish Salaat and
give Zakaat so long as I live in this world.” (Maryam;
19:31)
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 Even the wise man Luqman, who lived during the
period of ‘Aad exhorted his son: “O my son! Establish
Salaat, enjoin good and forbid evil.” (Luqman; 31:17)
 This establishes the antiquity of Salaat as a way of
prayer and submission to Allah. It also speaks for the
continuity and striking similarity in the obligatory
nature of prayer divinely prescribed by Allah since the
descent of Adam on earth.
 Salaat is the most visible facet of Islamic worship.
The obligatory five times daily Salaat was gifted to the
Prophet Muhammad, during his ascent to the Heaven
(Me’raj) for the benefit of mankind.
According to Prophet Muhammad, the whole
world has been made a mosque (place of worship) to
the Muslim for it can be offered at any neat and clean
place, open or covered. “Wherever you may be and
the prayer (Salaat) becomes due, perform the prayer
therefore the whole earth was made a Masjid.”


(Bukhari and Muslim and Tafseer Abu Kabeer, vol. 2, p:
217)

 A priest or a qualified Imam is not essential to lead
the Salaat. Any adult sane Muslim, who knows the
correct procedure, can lead the prayer. Salaat can be
offered individually or collectively. It is however more
rewarding to offer collectively under the leadership of
an Imam, preferably in a mosque or any other neat or
clean place, open or covered if a mosque is not
accessible.
 One of the significant benefits of the offering of
Salaat regularly is that it “…restrains from shameful
and evil deeds….” (Al-‘Ankabut; 29:45) Further, regular
and sincere offering of the Salaat:
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Strengthens belief in the existence, unity,
eternity supremacy of Allah and in His love,
compassion and generosity toward mankind.
1.

Establishes direct communion between
individuals and Allah without any intermediary.
2.

Assists a person to attain high morality and
act virtuously as ordained in the Qur’an.
3.

Demonstrates
true
equality,
brotherhood among fellow human beings.
4.

unity,

Provides an excellent lesson in discipline,
total devotion and submission to the will of Allah
in humility and without ego.
5.

Salaat-ul Jumu’a (Friday Congregational Prayer)
The Qur’an stresses the importance of the
Friday congregational prayer and commands the
believers to join this congregational prayer leaving
aside all worldly business: “O believers! When the call
for Salaat is made of Friday hasten to the
remembrance of Allah and cease your business. That is
better for you if you but knew.” (Al-Jumu’a; 62:9)
The importance of Friday prayers was also
emphasized by the Prophet . He said: “We are the last
of the people to come but first on the day of
resurrection. They received their books before and we
got ours after them. This day was obligatory upon
them but they differed concerning it but Allah guided
us. Those people therefore follow us: the Jews
tomorrow and the Christians day after tomorrow.”
(Agreed upon: Muslim and Bukhari)
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Efficacies of Salaat-ul Jumu’a - Reflection of a Jew
convert:
Said bin Hasan, an Alexandrian Jew, who
converted to Islam in 1928, speaks of the sight of the
Friday in a mosque as a determining factor in his
conversion to Islam. During a serious illness, a voice
told him in his dream to convert to Islam: “And when
I entered the mosque and saw the Muslims standing
rows like angels, I heard a voice speaking within me,
This is the community whose coming was announced
by the prophets (on whom be blessings and peace!);
and when the preacher came forth clad in his black
robes, a deep feeling of awe fell upon me ………. And
when he closed his sermon with the words: "Verily
God enjoineth justice and kindness and the giving of
gifts to kinsfolk, and He forbiddedth wickedness and
wrong oppression. He warneth you; haply you will be
mindfull." (An-Nahl; 16:90) And when the prayer
began, I was mightily uplifted, for the rows of the
Muslims appeared to me like rows of angels, to whose
prostrations and genuflections God Almighty was
revealing Himself, and I heard a voice within me
saying, ‘If God spoke twice unto the people of Israel
throughout the ages, verily He speaketh unto this
community in every time of the prayer.’ And I was
convinced in my mind that I was created to be a
Muslim.” (Thomas Arnold: The Spread of Islam in the
world pp 417-418)

Salaat-ul E’idain (The E’id Congregational Prayers)
Besides the five obligatory prayers including
the Friday congregational prayers there are two
annual congregational prayers called E’idain. One is
Salaat-e E’id-ul Fitr, which is offered immediately
following the end of the month of fasting (Ramadhan)
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and the other is Salaat-e E’id-ul Adh’ha,
commemorating the symbolic sacrifice of Prophet
Ibrahim of his elder son Prophet Isma’el, in
submission to the command of Allah communicated in
his dreams.
The E’idain are Wajib Salaat and are obligatory.
Even the women are encouraged to participate in these
congregational prayers.
The Muslims are advised to wear their best clothes
in these Salaat, apply the best perfume available and
sacrifice the best animal (after Salaat-ul Adh’ha.
According to a Tradition (Hadith) “the Prophet used to
wear his most beautiful clothes in the E’idain and used
to put on a special Yemeni cloak on these occasions.”


(Sunan Sayyed Sabiq, Salaah volume, page 147)

4.1.3

ZAKAAT (POOR DUE)

The Qur’an lays great emphasis on the payment of
Zakaat (the Poor Due) to help the poor and members of the
society.
Payment of Zakaat was also stressed by other
prophets to their respective followers:
“O Muhammad! Also mentioned to them in the
book the story of Isma’el: He was always true to his
promise, and he was a messenger of Allah and Prophet
who enjoined upon his people prayer and Zakaat, and
found favour in his Sustainer’s sight.” (Maryam;


19:54,55)

“And remember We took a covenant from the
children of Bani Israel: worship none but Allah, treat
with kindness your parents and relatives, and orphans
and destitute; speak fair with people; be steadfast in
prayer and give Zakaat….” (Al-Baqarah; 2:83)
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 Prophet ‘Isa said: “I am indeed a servant to Allah.
He has given me revelation and made me a prophet
and He has blessed wherever I be and has enjoined
upon me prayer and Zakaat as long as I live.”
(Maryam; 19:30,31)

 The concept of Zakaat expresses eloquently the
ideological imperatives of an Islamic state. It projects a
revolutionary ideological frontier, and unlike taxation
which is resented by a large section of society, Zakaat is
given willingly in order to earn the pleasure of Allah.
As a fiscal policy it projects the moral and spiritual
climate of members of the Islamic society and of the
Islamic state.
 Zakaat also reflects God’s attribute of compassion
in human beings His Vice regent on earth and is
faithfully implanted in the psyche of Muslims in the
world over. It also imparts a sense of achievement
because man feels that he has contributed to improve
the quality of life of the poor, the needy and the
destitute.
 Zakaat is one of the most important pillars of Islam
and is obligatory to all who have wealth above a
prescribed limit. Non-payment of the Zakaat is a major
sin.
 The literal meaning of Zakaat is purification, which
is of great spiritual significance. Wealth in Islam
belongs to Allah and hence part of it has to be
returned to Him for the benefit of those who are less
fortunately placed. The spiritual significance is that by
parting with the designated portion, the rest of the
wealth is completely purified which he/she can use
for his/her personal use with justification. It purifies
an individual from his/her miserliness, greed and
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absence of remorse and sympathy for the poor and the
destitute.
 The Zakaat fund can minimize the sufferings of the
needy, provide them with social security and can
guarantee them a life of honour and dignity in the
society they live.
 The payment of Zakaat also removes from our
heart, and minds the feeling of greediness to acquire
and amass wealth for only personal status, comforts
and luxuries. It gives immense personal and spiritual
satisfaction that through the payment of Zakaat one
has been able to share his wealth in order to mitigate
the sufferings of others in need.
 Abu Bakr, the first Khalifah of Islam, treated Zakaat
almost equal to Salaat in importance as, indeed, it is
mentioned together in Qur’an at scores of places. He
refused to exempt some rebellious tribe from the
payment Zakaat and used force to enforce it.
An individual must possess a specified amount of
wealth in the form of bank deposits, cash, gold and
silver ornaments, stocks in the share market and any
property used for commercial purposes. There are
prescribed rates for the payment of Zakaat, which can
be found in any authentic book on Zakaat. (See INDSET


Monograph No. 4 on Zakaat).

Recipients of Zakaat Money
Those eligible to receive financial help from the Zakaat
fund have been determined by Allah in the Qur’an itself
(At-Tawbah; 9:60). The recipients are classified into eight
categories. They are:
1.

The poor (Fuqara);

2.

The Needy (Masakeen);
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3.

The Administrators of Zakaat (Amiluna Alaiha);

4.

Those whose hearts are to be won over (Muallafatul
Qulubukum);

5.

Slaves (Ar-Riqab);

6.

Those in debt (Gharimum);

7.

In the cause of God (Fi Sabeelillah);

8.

The wayfarer (Ibn-is Sabil).

It is stated in a Hadith that one companion
approached the Prophet seeking support from the Zakaat
fund. The Prophet replied that “Allah did not leave matter
of Sadaqaat i.e. Zakaat to be decided by the Prophets nor to
others He Himself classified it into eight categories. If you
fit into any one of these categories I will give your due.”
(Sayyed Sabiq op. cit. Zakaat Volume page: 54)

Sadaqaat-ul Fitr or Zakaat-ul Fitr:
In addition to obligatory Zakaat there is another
obligatory charity in Islam called Zakaat-ul Fitr or
Sadaqaat-ul Fitr. The object of this Sadaqah is to collect
funds from the affluent section of the community for the
poor and the needy who cannot afford to buy new clothes
and buy good food to celebrate E’id-ul Fitr with joy and
happiness.
The amount collected under this head is to be
distributed among the poor and the deprived section of
the community to enable them to celebrate E’id festival
with joy and happiness. It is interesting to note that even
children of the affluent Muslims are not exempted.
Parents have to clear the dues for their children.
A fixed amount in cash or quantity in commodity for
each member of the family, young or old, has to be offered
before offering the E’id-ul Fitr Salaat. In fact it is preferable
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that the dues are cleared much in advance so that the
bounty could be distributed among the poor ahead of the
commencement of the E’id festivities to enable them to
celebrate E’id cheerfully.
The concept of Zakaat thus clearly demonstrates the
deep concern Islam has for the poor and the destitute and
would like to mitigate their sufferings to the maximum
extent.
4.1.4

SAUM (FASTING)

Saum or formal fasting is a spiritual exercise. It is
religiously obligatory and spreads over a period of one
lunar month (29 or 30 days depending on the visibility of
the moon) during the Islamic month of Ramadhan. Fasting
implies that one must abstain from food, drink, smoking
and sex from dawn to dusk throughout this month. In fact
they are advised to keep away from all evil deeds and
thoughts as well. By designating one particular month,
Islam brings about uniformity in its observance among
Muslims all over the world and binds them together as
Muslim Ummah.
It was during the month of Ramadhan that the
Qur’an was brought from the highest to the lowest level of
heaven. This has been referred in the following verse in
the Qur’an: “Ramadhan is the (month) in which was sent down
the Qur’an, as a guide to mankind, and clear (signs) for
guidance and judgment (between right and wrong). So every
one of you who is present (at his home) during that month
should spend it in fasting ..” (Al-Baqarah – 2:185)
According to a Hadith recorded in Sunan Imam
Ahmad the Prophet said that other divine books were also
revealed in the month of Ramadhan: “The Suh’uf (Holy
Scriptures) of Prophet Ibrahim was revealed during the
first night of Ramadhan. The Tawrait (Torah) was revealed
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during the 6th night of Ramadhan. The Injeel (Gospel) was
revealed during the 13th night of Ramadhan. Allah revealed
the Qur’an on the 24th night.” (Tafseer Ibn Kathir in English,
Vol.1, page 499).
Fasting was obligatory also for the followers of
prophets preceding the Prophet Muhammad as revealed
in the Qur’an: “O believers! Fasting is prescribed for you
as it was prescribed for those before so that you may
learn self-restrain.” (Al-Baqarah; 2:183)
One observes fast to seek simply the pleasure of
Allah and keeps it conscientiously in private and public
with no material benefit in sight. According to a Hadith the
Prophet stated “Allah said every action of the son of
Adam is for him excepting fasting for that is solely for Me.
I give the reward for it.” (Bukhari)
While fasting one should not use foul language,
should not lose temper and raise one’s voice. According to
another Hadith reported by Abu Hurayrah the Prophet
said: “Fasting is not abstaining from eating and drinking
only but also from vain speech and foul language. Allah
does not need the fast of one who does not abstain from
false speech or acting according to his false speech.”
(Sayyed Sabiq-Sunan, Volume on Siam, pages 132-133)

This meticulous observance of fast for 29 or 30
consecutive days, observing prescribed abstinence, fills
one with great spiritual satisfaction and clean conscience.
This is unique to Islam although fasting, in one form or
other, is prescribed in other religions as well.
The observance of Saum inculcates in human
beings patience and perseverance, adherence to
commitments, a spirit of self-denial of the comforts and
pleasures of life, adaptability to changing circumstances
and stirs a feeling of sympathy and compassion toward
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the unfortunate situations of other human beings who are
deprived of the comforts of life.
Fasting also makes a Muslim disciplined, steadfast
and resilient. This enables him to be flexible and adaptable
in his habits and exercise self-control on his physical
needs during the day time particularly food, drink and
sex.
Fasting is also a serious test of an individual’s
honesty, integrity and sincerity. This exercise in selfcontrol and voluntary endurance of hardship can be
extremely useful in times of real hardship. One of the
most crucial battles of Islam – Battle of Badr (2 A.H) – was
found during the month of Ramadhan.
Lailat-ul Qadr (The Night of Power)
 Lailat-ul Qadr is the night when the Qur’an was
brought down by the angels from the Seventh Heaven
to the Lowest Heaven and preserved there in “Lawh-eMahfooz” for Eternity. The Qur’an declares this night
to be the most blessed night surpassing even one
thousand months in Divine Blessings (97:3). According
to Tafseer Ibn Kathir “It is the night when angels
including Arch Angel Jibrael (Gabriel) descend from
Heaven to earth. On Lailat-ul Qadr, the Divine decrees
of the coming year including life span, provision and
what will happen until the end of the year (44:4).”
(Volume 8, page: 671).
 The date of Laylat-ul Qadr differs from the date on
which Muhammad received the first revelation, which
was the night of 24th Ramadhan. It has to be one of the
odd nights in the last ten days of the month of
Ramadhan. According to Ubaiy ibn Ka’b: “He who
likes to seek that night should do so on the 27th
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Ramadhan. It is the night during which Prophet
ordered us to make prayers.” (Muslim, Abu Dawud,
At-Tirmidhi and Ahmad)
4.1.5

HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE)

The Fifth and the last article of faith in Islam is the
annual pilgrimage to Ka’bah, the scared House of Allah or
Bait al Haram in the lunar month of Dhil-Hajj from 1st to
10th.
It is obligatory, once in a life time on all adult
Muslims provided they can afford it, and enough
provision is left behind for the maintenance of
dependants. Allah in the Qur’an commands the
performance of the Hajj Pilgrimage. (Ale-Imran; 3:96~99 and
Al-Hajj; 22:26~29)

The Hajj was made obligatory in the ninth year
after Hijrah. The first Hajj pilgrimage was performed the
same year. Abu Bakr was appointed its leader.

Ka’bah is the oldest House of Worship for
Allah on earth built by Prophet Ibrahim and his son
Prophet Isma’el around 2500 B.C: “The first House (of
worship) appointed for men was that at Bakka full of
blessing and of guidance for all kinds of beings: In it
are signs manifest; (for example) the Station of
Abraham; whoever enters it attains security;
pilgrimage thereto is a duty men owe to Allah those
who can afford the journey.” (Ale-Imran; 3:96~97) They
also were the first two persons to circumambulate
(Tawaaf) around Ka’bah.

It symbolizes the focal point for the
submission of Muslims to Allah on earth from all over
the world. They face Ka’bah wherever they may be
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while saying their Salaat. Ka’bah is therefore called the
Qiblah of Muslims.

The Hajj pilgrimage commemorates a
unique event in the history of Islam. In obedience to
the command of Allah, Prophet Ibrahim laid the head
of his son Prophet Isma’el on the altar to sacrifice him.
Allah accepted this supreme sacrifice but Prophet
Isma’el was divinely rescued and replaced by a lamb.
This Pilgrimage epitomizes the true spirit and
meaning of Islam i.e. total submission to the will and
command of Allah.

It also makes man feel small and
insignificant before the majesty and glory of Allah.
Man’s ego collapses and nothingness overwhelms him
when he circumambulates around the House of Allah,
dressed in a simple unstitched two-piece of cloth
(Ihram) bereft of all his pomp, dignity and vanity.

Besides Bakkah, Makkah has many other
names such as “Al-Balad-ul-Amin (the city of safety),
“Al-Mamun (the city of security), Umm-Rahm (the
mother of Mercy), Umm-ul Qura (the mother of cities),
etc.

The Hajj pilgrimage eloquently highlights
the universality, equality and unity of mankind. All
differences and distinctions based on ethnicity, caste,
colour, wealth and worldly status simply disappear,
replaced by a sublime and unique bond of
brotherhood and fraternity, irrespective of the region
one comes from, the language one speaks and the
vocation one pursues. Here the king and the
commoner, the rich and the poor stand on par with
each other as they will be, standing before Allah on the
Day of Judgment.
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The Hajj pilgrimage also commemorate
Hajirah’s (Hagar’s) anxious moments in desperate
search for water for her thirsty and bitterly crying
infant son Isma’el. She ran impatiently seven times
between the hillocks of As-Safa and Al-Marwah. Her
anxiety was divinely relieved when she found spring
of water, called “Zam Zam”, gushing out of the
ground where Prophet Isma’el was agitating rubbing
his heels while crying in anguish. This agonizing
experience of Hajirah has been immortalized in
Qur’an: “Verily As-Safa and Al-Marwah are among
the signs of God…” (Al-Baqarah; 2:158)
The Prophet used to perform Sa’ee
regularly. According to a Tradition (Hadith) the
Prophet said: “I start with what Allah has commanded
me to start with (meaning start with Sa’ee (i.e. fast
walking) from the As-Safa”. (Tafseer Ibn Kathir, volume


I, page: 450)

The Prophet himself led the second Hajj
pilgrimage in the 10th Hijrah. It was his first and last
pilgrimage, has been called Hajjat-ul-Wida. During this
pilgrimage he delivered his last few sermons. One in
the plains of Arafat from Jabal ar-Rahmah (Mount of
Mercy) on 9th. Dhil Hajj and the other in Muzdalifah on
10th Dhil Hajj or Yaum an-Nahr (day of sacrifice). In the
sermon from Mount Mercy (Jabal-ar-Rahmah) he
proclaimed unambiguously: “O people! Listen to my
word, for I do not think that I and you will meet again
in his place and perform Hajj together after this year,
O people! Allah says; ‘O people! We created you from
on male and female and made you into tribes and, so
as to be known to one another. Surely the noblest
among you in the sight of Allah is he who is the most
righteous.’” (Al-Hujrat; 49:13) Your Lord (Rabb) is one
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and your father Adam is one who was fashioned out
of clay. An Arab has no superiority over an ‘Ajami
(non-Arab) nor an ‘Ajami over an Arab. Similarly
neither a red coloured person is superior to a black
coloured one nor a black coloured one to red-coloured
one, but for their Taqwa (God-consciousness).” He
further added that “every claim of privilege whether
that of blood and property belonging to pre-Islamic
period is under my feet.” As the Prophet concluded
his sermon from Mount Mercy in the plains of Arafat
that the verse relating to the perfection of the Deen was
revealed to him: “…today I have perfected your
religion for you, completed my favour upon you and
approved al-Islam as a Deen (way of Life) for you...”
(Al-Ma’edah; 5:3)


Thus the concept of privileges based on
wealth and cast and colour and complexion were
abolished and equality of mankind was firmly
established and are among the cardinal principles of
Islam. These principles candidly reflect the true spirit
of the Hajj pilgrimage.
It may not be out of place to mention that since
Islamic religious services follow the lunar calendar the
hardships involved in the performance of these services
are equally borne by Muslims the world over because of
the shifting nature of seasons and changing duration of
days and nights.
4.2

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES IN THE QUR’AN

Al-Qur’an is not a book of history which provides
a chronological account of rise and fall of kingdoms and
empires in the world. The historical perspectives in the
Qur’an draws our attention to the disastrous destiny of
the peoples and rulers in different parts of the world for
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flagrant defiance of the commands of Allah
communicated to them by their Prophets. The historical
accounts in the Qur’an provide power lessons in morality
and this is clearly stated in the Qur’an: “There is a lesson
in these stories of former people for the men of common
sense. It is not an invented tale, but a confirmation of
previous scriptures – a detailed exposition of all things,
and is a guidance and blessing for the people who
believe.” (Yusuf; 12:111)
 The Qur’an reveals that since the descent of Adam
and Hawwah (Eve) on earth a chain of Prophets were
divinely commissioned from time to time to reform
the communities and societies, liberate them from
idol-worship and prevent them from misdeeds and
corruption.
 The Prophets were divinely commissioned among
all the major societies, ethnic groups and communities:
“For We assuredly sent amongst every People an
apostle (with the Command) (An-Nahl; 16:36), and they
spoke the language of the people to whom they were
commissioned (Ibrahim; 14:4)
 All the Prophets were divinely inspired and were
gifted with revealed messages and books to guide
people to the right path and prevent them from being
corrupted (Ash-Shu’ara; 26:196).
 . They repeatedly stressed the same message of
Unity and Supremacy of Allah, that He was the
Creator and Sustainer of the Worlds and was alone
worthy of worship (Ash-Shura; 42:13). Also refer to
Surahs Al-A’raf 7; 59~93; Hud 11; 25~99; and AlAnbiya 21; 51~91 and Ash-Shu’ara; 26:26~191.
 Most of the people who rebelled against the
command of Allah by violating the teachings of their
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respective Prophets were severely punished and even
destroyed.
The people of Prophet Nuh were drowned in a
flood of colossal dimension, but Prophet Nuh, some
members of his family, his followers and other living
beings were saved in the Ark of Noah. (Hud; 11: 25~49)


 The people of ‘Aad who totally rejected the
teachings of Prophet Hud were completely destroyed
by a furious blizzard which lasted for eight days and
seven nights. (Hud; 11: 50~60 and Al-Haqqah; 69:6,7)
The Thamud were very haughty and arrogant.
They oppressed and denied them accessibility to water
from natural springs in their arid region. A miraculous
camel was divinely raised as a symbol to provide to
access of water to poor. Prophet Saleh warned the
leaders of Thamud not to harm the camel. The people
of Thamud killed the she-camel against the advice of
their Prophet Saleh and despite his warning that it
might result in severe punishment. They were killed
by a thunderbolt and earthquake of enormous
magnitude. (Hud; 11: 61~68)


Similarly a powerful earthquake and violent
volcanic eruption rained stones on the people of
Prophet Lut (Lot) for their unnatural and shameless
act of sodomy. They were completely destroyed
including the wife of Prophet Lut who conspired with
them in their immoral act. (Hud; 11: 77~83)


 Prophet Shu’ayb was assigned the territory of
Madyan located in the Arab Peninsula north of
modern. The Arabs who lived there were mainly
traders nut indulged in enormous malpractices such as
giving short measure in trading, trading transactions,
indulging in highway robbery, spreading mischief,
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disturbing peace and creating lawlessness on top of
this the Madyanites were idolaters.
The arrogant Pharaoh was so proud of his
authority and powerful army that he contemptuously
condemned Prophet Musa and out rightly rejected his
teachings. Eventually he was drowned together with
his powerful army in the Red sea whereas Prophet
Musa escaped with his people. While drowning
Pharaoh declared his belief in Allah, but was too late.
The Qur’an also reveals that though the Pharaoh of
Moses died as unbeliever (Kafir) his body was saved
and later mummified for people to see the fate of a
boastful and arrogant Egyptian Pharaoh: “What is
most remarkable is the fact that whereas The Old
Testament mentions only the perishing of Pharaoh by
drowning it is to the unique credit of the Qur’an,
which was revealed more than 14 centuries ago that
the Almighty Allah had that fateful day ordained the
recovery of his corpse, its preservation by
mummification and exhibition in the Cairo Museum
about 31 centuries after the memorable even (in
1881).” (Abdul Maajid Daryabadi Tafseer-ul- Qur’an Vol.
III Appendix 4, p: 381 and 384) Thus the Qur’an
revealed: “So this day We deliver in thy body that you
might be a sign to those after you; and verily many of
mankind are heedless of Our Signs.” (Yunus; 10: 75~92)


PROPHET MUSA AND AL-KHIDHR
The lesson that we draw from the story of Prophet
Musa and al-Khidhr that man should never think that he
is the most knowledgeable. Allah has categorically stated
in Surah Yusuf (12:76) that “He is the one whose knowledge
is far greater than all others” and the Qur’an also reveals
that Allah has given man only a minute fraction of
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knowledge (Bani Israel; 17:85), and Al-Khidhr compared
man’s knowledge equal to water sticking on the beak of
bird when it dips it in a river.
It was narrated by Ubaiy Ibn Ka’b that the Prophet
stated that Prophet Musa got up to deliver a speech before
Bani Israel (Israelites). He forgot to say that Allah was the
most knowledgeable. He was censured by Allah who
informed him that Al-Khidhr was more learned than him
and was told that he could meet him at the junction of two
rivers. Prophet Musa instantly left to look for Al-Khidhr.
Eventually they met at the junction of the two rivers.
Prophet Musa requested Al-Khidhr to impart some of his
knowledge to him. Al-Khidhr was reluctant because he
feared that Prophet Musa may not be patient. When
Prophet Musa insisted he agreed but told him not to
question his actions.
In the first episode they were crossing a river in a
boat. Al-Khidhr made a hole at the bottom of a boat they
were sailing in. Prophet Musa just could not be patient
and criticized is action. In the second incident Al-Khidhr
killed an innocent child. Prophet Musa questioned him for
that as he could not bear the killing of an innocent lad for
no reason. Al-Khidhr reminded him of his promise to
keep quiet and not to question him. Prophet Musa again
promised and stated that if he queried again they could
part company. Yet again there arose a situation when
Prophet Musa criticised Al-Khidhr for his voluntary
service in a village whose people had not treated them
well refusing to feed them. On seeing a weak wall that
was likely to collapse at a time Al-Khidhr repaired it on
his own. At this stage Al-Khidhr told Prophet Musa that it
is not possible for to keep company with him any longer.
Before parting company Al-Khidhr explained to him that
whatever he did was commanded by Allah. For instance
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all the serviceable boats belonging to the poor sailors
would be confiscated by their tyrant ruler. The boat was
made defective to enable the poor sailor to retain their
boat to earn their living. The boy was killed because he
would have rebelled against God and his pious parents
and would have been a source of immense nuisance to
them. The dilapidated wall was repaired because
underneath was buried a treasure which belonged to two
orphans. It was repaired to enable them to utilize the
treasure on reaching adulthood.
THE STORY OF QAROUN (KORAH)
We can draw poignant moral lessons from the
story of Qaroun (Al-Qasas; 28: 76-82). who was the first
cousin of Prophet Musa. He was extremely rich. The
bunch of keys of his treasure house was so heavy that
even groups of strong men would fail to hold them for
long. Hence the keys would be carried on 60 mules.
Because of his wealth he was very haughty and proud. He
had the habit of making ostentatious display of his wealth.
Whenever Qaroun came out with his magnificent regalia,
wearing his fine clothes, accompanied by his fine horses,
his servants etc. the worldly-minded people would be
greatly impressed by his enormous wealth and worldly
splendour and would wish the same for themselves. But
Qaroun’s wealth, pride and arrogance led him to deep
abyss when Allah caused the earth to swallow him and his
dwelling place. Then he had no one to help him against
Allah, nor was he one of those who could save
themselves. And those who desired his position the day
before began to say: “…Know you not that it is Allah
who expands the provision or restricts to whomsoever He
pleases of His servant...” (Al-Qasas; 28:82)
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Hence the moral lesson is that one should not be
proud, haughty and arrogant on achieving some
distinction in Life or amassing wealth but should always
be humble and grateful to Allah for his counties. (Tafseer
Ibn Kathir Vol. 17, pp 441-447)

These historical events of the past should serve as
eye opener to the dictators, arrogant and powerful
monarchs and Presidents to be watchful of their
consequences of their arrogant behaviour and oppressive
deeds in this world for there is an authority superior to
them and keeping vigilant watch over their words and
deeds, for Allah can see and hear everything and nothing
can be concealed from him.
Prophet Shu’ayb was assigned the territory of
Madyan located in the Arab Peninsula north of modern
Jordan. The Arabs who lived there were mainly traders
and indulged in enormous malpractices such as giving
short measure in trading transactions, indulging in
highway robbery, spreading mischief, disturbing peace
and creating lawlessness. In addition the Madyanites were
idolaters. Prophet Shu’ayb preached against idol worship
invited them to worship only Allah. He also warned them
against corruption and “not to create mischief after things
have been set in order” (Al-A’raf; 7:85). The arrogant
leaders of Madyan rejected the message of Prophet
Shu’ayb, defied the commands of Allah and like the
people of Thamud were destroyed by a powerful
earthquake and lay buried right in their own homes (AlA’raf; 7:91; Hud; 11: 94-95). It may be mentioned that
Prophet Shu’ayb of Madyan was different from Shu’ayb
or Biblical Jethro who was father-in-law of Prophet Moses.
Prophet Shu’ayb who was the great grandson of Prophet
Abraham and Katura, was approximately 300 to 400 years
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before Prophet Moses who started his mission nearly 400
or 600 years after Prophet Abraham (Abdullah Yusuf Ali –
The Holy Qur’an – notes 1054-1056 pp. 368-369) and (Tafseer
Abdul Maajid Daryabadi – note 575 p: 128 Vol. II).

STORY OF PROPHET YUSUF (JOSEPH)
The story of Prophet Yusuf (Joseph) in Surah Yusuf
(12) instantly reminds one of the Qur’anic verse 26 of Surah
Al-e Imran (3) “O Allah! Master of all the kingship, you give the
kingdom to whom you so please and take away the kingdom from
whomever you please; you give honour to whom you so please and

Prophet Yusuf’s stepbrothers
harassed him and tried to disgrace and humiliate him to
the maximum extent. But by the grace of Allah he was
destined to be a Prophet and a high-ranking Minister of a
powerful kingdom and in the end his stepbrothers, who
attempted to humiliate him, had to prostrate before him.
Another strong moral lesson that we draw from the story
of Prophet Yusuf that one should never be revengeful in
moments of success and glory. Despite the extreme
humiliating behaviour of his stepbrothers he was kind and
gracious to them. He resettled them in Egypt and treated
them generously.
disgrace whom you so please...”

These historical events of the past should serve as
eye opener to the dictators, arrogant and powerful
monarchs and Presidents to be watchful of the
consequences of their arrogant behaviour and oppressive
deeds in this world for there is an authority superior to
them and keeping vigilant watch over their words and
deeds, for Allah can see and hear everything and nothing
can be concealed from him.
PROPHET MUHAMMAD
Since Islam was the religion of all the Prophets,
similarly the prophetic mission of all the preceding
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Prophets epitomized in the prophetic mission of Prophet
Muhammad. Thus the divinely ordained prophetic
missions culminated in his mission and he was declared
the Last of the Prophets. In view of the culmination of
prophetic mission the universality of his mission and
message was also proclaimed. Prophet Muhammad was
designated as “Mercy unto all mankind” and the Qur’an
as the “book of guidance for all mankind.”
There are two distinct phases in the prophetic
mission of Muhammad – the Makki and Madani - lasting
thirteen and ten years respectively. The Makki phase was
marked for its trials and tribulations testing severely the
patience and perseverance, consistency, sincerity, firmness
of commitment and persistence in his missionary
activities. It is also notable for two traumatic events, one
was the first revelation, which sent shivers through his
body, and he was completely shaken. The second was
Me’raj, his journey from Makkah to Jerusalem and from
the Dome of Rock in Jerusalem to his ascent to seventh
Heaven to witness the miracles and glories of Allah’s
creation (Al-Isra; 17:1). The event of Me’raj marked the
pinnacle of his prophet hood.
PROPHET MUHAMMAD’S NOCTURNAL JOURNEY: FROM
MASJID-UL-HARAAM IN MAKKAH TO MASJID-UL-AQSA IN
JERUSALEM AND ASCENT TO HEAVEN – SIDRAT-ULMUNTAHA
The miraculous nocturnal journey of the Prophet
was performed in two stages. In the first stage he was teletransported from Ka’bah (Masjid-ul-Haraam) to Jerusalem
where all the preceding Prophets were brought together
and Prophet Muhammad had the distinction to lead them
in prayer. That he had visited Jerusalem on that particular
night was confirmed by Elijah (Ilya) the Patriarch of
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Jerusalem who was then present in the court of Roman
Emperor Hercules (Harqul). (Tafseer Ibn Kathir (English –
Vol. 5 pp: 575) Elijah was that night posted as the guard of
the Masjid-ul-Aqsa. He could not shut the gates of the
Mosque because “it was fixed to a rock of the mosque and
it appeared that some animal was tethered to the gate.”
(INDSET monograph 9, p: 56) From Aqsa the Prophet was
taken in a heavenly carrier Burraaq to the seventh Heaven
up to the lute tree (Sidrat-ul Muntaha) where he witnessed
the splendours of God’s creation and during that period
his attention was fully focused in witnessing those divine
glories. (An-Najm; 53:12~18)
In the light of Qur’anic revelations and emerging
scientific discoveries tele-transportation is an emerging
reality. Most of the scientific fictions displayed on TV
screen are based on tele-transportation. The Qur’an itself
revealed in Surah Saba (34) that the jewel bedecked
beautiful throne of Queen Sheba of Yemen was teletransported from Yemen to Jerusalem, a distance of over
3000 miles, in a split second. Finally Allah ordered the
descent of Adam from Heaven to Earth, the same Allah
commanded the ascent of Prophet Muhammad from Earth
to Heaven and back. The Journey was completed in
seconds and demonstrated admirably the uncalled
supreme power of Allah. Excegists are divided if the
Prophet had an audience with Allah, presumably not,
because couple of verses in the Qur’an ruled out that
possibility, Ash-Shura; 42:51 and Al-An’am; 6:103. They
categorically state that Allah does not address human
beings face to face and human beings including Prophets
cannot sight Him as happened with Prophet Musa (AlA’raf; 7:143). Even Prophet Muhammad said that no one
will be able to see Allah in this world. ‘Ayesha, wife of the

67
Essence and Spirit of Islam

Prophet categorically stated that during his ascent to
Heaven the Prophet did not directly see Allah.
UNIQUE GIFTS TO PROPHET MUHAMMAD AT SIDRAT-UL
MUNTAHA
It is stated in Tafseer Ibn Kathir Vol. 2 (p: 101-102)
that when the Prophet was at Sidratul-Muntaha he received
four unique gifts from Allah not bestowed on any of the
preceding him:
1. Five times daily prayers with the benefits of fifty
prayers (Salaat);
2. The opening seven verses (Surah Al-Fatiha);
3. The last two verses of chapter 2 – Surah Al-Baqarah
(285 and 286); and
4. That the sins of all those will be pardoned who
believed in the unity of Allah and did not join partners
with Him.
The Makki period ended with the migration of the
Prophet to Madinah. The Madinah period is marked for a
number of notable events.
 The Qiblah of Muslims was changed from
Jerusalem to Ka’bah
 The first Islamic state was founded where the
Shar’iah laws as prescribed in the Qur’an was
implemented by the Prophet.
 It was in Madinah, after the establishment of the
Islamic state that the Prophet issued the Charter of
Madinah. In the Charter the Jews were declared citizen
or Ummah of Madinah along with the Muslims and
“verily the Jews will bear their expenses (of war) and
the Muslims shall bear their expenses, and verily there
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will be aid between them as against those who fight
parties (Ahl) to this document (Sahifah) and there will
be sincere counsel and well-wishing between them;
there shall be fulfilment of pledge and no violation.”
(Moinul Haq – Ansar Zahed: Life of Muhammad: 1996
pp 260).
 The most spectacular event of the Madinah period
was the conquest of Makkah. It was almost bloodless
march into Makkah where the unbelievers
surrendered without an iota of resistance. The Prophet
returns to Makkah where he was harassed and
humiliated for almost ten years. But in his moments of
glorious triumph the victorious Prophet was an
epitome of humility, treated the vanquished
unbelievers of Makkah with magnanimity and
excelled generosity which has no parallel in the annals
of history. He granted them unconditional amnesty
saying, as Prophet Yusuf said to his half-brothers:
“…there is no blame on you today. May Allah forgive you
He is the most merciful of those who show mercy.” (Yusuf;
12:92).
The first act that the Prophet did on arriving in
Madinah was to purchase a plot of land to build a mosque
which came to be known as Masjid-un Nabi (Prophet’s
Mosque), the last of the three most sacred Mosques in
Islam. The first was Ka’bah (Masjid-ul-Haraam) at Makkah,
which was built by Prophet Ibrahim and Prophet Isma’el .
The second was Masjid-ul-Aqsa at Jerusalem, which was
built by Prophet Is’haq, and according to a Hadith of the
Prophet, forty years after construction of Ka’bah. (Tafseer
Ibn Kathir Vol. 2 p: 217)

Of the three Mosques, Masjid-ul-Aqsa is greatly
revered by all the three religions monotheistic religions –
Judaism, Christianity and Islam. The Temple Mount built
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by Prophet Suleiman was located within the precincts of
Aqsa and contained the sacred relies of Prophets Musa and
Harpoon. It is in the Temple Mount that Prophet ‘Isa was
named and circumcised. It is here he started his mission in
Jewish society.
It is a distinct part of Islamic heritage for it is in
Masjid-ul-Aqsa that Prophet Muhammad led all the
Prophets in prayer and from the Dome of the Rock
adjacent to it that he ascended to Seventh Heaven with
Archangel Jibrael. Thus Jerusalem should be a strong
unifying element of the three monotheistic religions.
Prophet Muhammad is the only Prophet linking these
divinely blessed, holiest of holy places on earth. The
strong unifying legacy of Jerusalem should bring together
and bind the three religions which should be proud of
their common legacy. Leaders of the three religions should
set together in a spirit of mutual accommodation to restore
the unity sanctity and spiritual grandeur of the prescient
Aqsa and Temple Mount in order to ensure the return of
Prophet ‘Isa. (For further details see INDSET monograph 12 :
The Three Sacred Mosques.)

4.3 ISLAMIC VALUES AND ETHOS
Islamic ethos refers to ethical norms and moral
values that govern the conduct and behaviour of an
ethnic, national and religious group and individuals
belonging to these segments of the society. These norms
and values are clearly defined in the Qur’an. These values
also reflect the inherent character of the system from
which they have stemmed out. We shall, therefore, digress
to focus on the inherent character of Islam before we focus
on Islamic ethos.
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It is indeed unfortunate that Islam in the modern
world is being identified with dogmatism, extremism,
fanaticism, intolerance, violence, inequality and injustice.
Its image currently is in total denial of what Islam stands
for. Islam stands for peace and progress.
Muslim societies are backward and the ruling elite
are regressive and oppressive. Islam stands for freedom of
speech and thought but Muslim societies tend to suppress
it ruthlessly. Islam stands for the development of a
knowledge based society but Muslim societies are among
the least developed countries in literacy, science and
technology.
PROGRESSIVE CHARACTER OF ISLAM AT THE TIME OF ITS
FOUNDATION IN THE EARLY 7TH. CENTURY A.D.
At the time of the foundation of the Islamic State,
by the Prophet in Madinah the Islamic administration was
based on the principles enshrined in the Qur’an and was
guided and inspired by Qur’anic wisdom. Islamic society
thus emerged in the seventh century, and even
subsequently, the most progressive and Islam as the most
visionary religion compared to other prevailing religions
including Judaism and Christianity. This is substantiated
by the following incontrovertible facts:
 It was the first religion to grant property rights to
women by inheritance.
 Islam abolished all discriminatory and cruel tribal
customs against women and granted women the
freedom of speech. Surah Mujadalah (58) testifies to
this fact.
 Women and slaves were granted equal rights with
free men and tribal elite, even right to offer protection
and asylum to persons of their choice. The Prophet’s
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daughter, Zaynab, offered protection to her husband,
Abu ‘As, a non-believer, without the knowledge or
permission of her father and announced it in the
Mosque early morning, the next day, after Salaat-ul
Fajr (Morning Prayer).
 Islam reformed the tribal system of ransom, which
was highly discriminatory favouring the rich and the
mighty against the poor and the weak. It eliminated
inequality and treated all human beings equal
irrespective of their status, wealth and power. It
established parity in ransom – a free man of the
aggressor to be punished for a free man of the
aggrieved party, a slave for a slave, a woman for a
woman etc. (Al-Baqarah; 2:178)
 Islam abolished the cruel and abominable practice
of female infanticide child alive because the birth of a
female child was considered a disgrace in the tribal
society of the pagan. (An-Nahl; 16: 58,59)
 Islam abolished the dynastic rule prevalent in the
conquered territories of the Roman and Persian
Empires and initiated the appointment of Khalifah by
consensus. Islam did not prescribe any specific
political system but it stressed the system of
consultation and that the rulers should firmly adhere
to principles of equality, honesty, impartial justice
irrespective of status, wealth and position. Islam also
emphasises that administration should be managed by
competent men of integrity. Further it should be
transparent and accountable
 Islam abolished the oppressive system of usurious
loans that allowed the rich to harass and exploit of the
poor.
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 Islam laid great stress on the care and concern of
the poor, the needy, the orphans, the handicapped and
the old and aged. The Qur’an prescribes definitive
measures to be adopted in this regard and gives high
priority to its implementation as a religious obligation.
Thus the welfare concept in an Islamic state is inherent
to its ideology.
ISLAM IS A REALISTIC AND PRACTICAL RELIGION
The realism of Islam is evident from the discussion
of the Prophet with Ma'adh bin Jabal when the latter was
appointed Chief Tax Collector of Yemen. The Prophet was
conscious of the fact that the Qur’an and Ahadith may not
offer solution to the evolving complex problems of the
society with the passage of time. Muslim leaders and
scholars will have to think of Ijtihad (Diligent
Contemplation) to resolve the emerging problems of
societies but within the parameters of Islamic values
regarding equality, justice, compassion, honesty, sincerity,
integrity, truth, transparency, accountability, impartiality,
chastity and modesty as enjoined in the Qur’an.
The Spirit of Islamic ethos is best reflected in the
following verses of the Qur’an and a Tradition of the
Prophet:


Surah Al-Baqarah; 2:177 (Righteousness Defined):

“Righteous is not whether you turn your face towards
East or West, but righteousness is to believe in Allah, the
Last Day, the Angels, the Books and the Prophets, to spend
wealth out of love for Him on relatives, orphans, helpless,
needy travellers, those who ask for and on the redemption
of captives, to establish Salaat (prayers), to pay Zakaat
(charity, to fulfill promises when made to be steadfast in
distress, in adversity and at the time of war. These are the
truthful and are among the pious.”
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Surah Al-An’am – 6:151-153:

“(O Muhammad) say come I will recite what your Rabb
has forbidden you: not to commit Shirk (associate partners)
with Him, be kind to your parents, not to kill your children
on the pretext that you cannot support them. We provide
sustenance for you and for them – not to commit shameful
deeds whether open or secret, not to kill any soul forbidden
by Allah except for the requirements of Justice. These are the
things which he enjoined you so that you may learn wisdom.
Furthermore not to go bear the property of orphan except to
improve it, until he attains maturity. Give full measure and
just weight – we never charge a soul with more than it can
bear. Whenever you speak, be just, even if it affects your
own relatives. These are the things, which He has enjoined
on you so that you may be mindful. Verily this is My way,
the Right Way, therefore follow it and do not follow other
ways for they will lead you away from His way.”
The Prophet Muhammad firmly adhered to these
values prescribed in the Qur’an. He even incorporated
them in the oath (Ba’yt) that people took oath of allegiance
on his hand. According to Ubadah Ibn Samit they were
asked to affirm that “We would abide by him under all
circumstances, that in richness as well as in poverty we
will spend in the way of Allah, and that we will enjoin
goodness and forbid evil and that we will tell the truth for
Allah with least regard to consequences.” (Sayyed Sabiq op.
cit. p xiv – vol. on Zakaat and Siyam).

BASIC PARAMETERS
The Qur’anic injunctions and the Traditions
(Sunnah) of the Prophet furnish a comprehensive guide
and value system for the conduct of human life and
management of human affairs to enable mankind to live
honest, equitable, dignified, cooperative and peaceful life
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on earth. It is indeed disappointing that Muslim societies
across the world have signally failed to live up to them,
which perhaps accounts for their current downfall and
humiliation.
The Qur’an outlines the basic principles we should
adhere to in conducting our affairs in life. For instance, it
commands:
“…Cooperate with one another in performing pious and
righteous deeds; do not cooperate in sinful acts…” (Al


Ma’edah – 5:2)

“…So long as they are true to you, stand you true to
them…” (Al-Tawbah; 9:7)


“Show forgiveness; enjoin what is good, and turn away
from the foolish.” (Al-A’raf-7: 199)


“The good deed and the evil cannot be equal. Repel evil
with good deeds – then he between him and you, there has
been enmity (will become) as though he was a close friend.”


(Fussilat; 41:34)


“Repay gratitude with gratitude…” (Ar-Rahman; 55:60)

 “Treat the people with ease and do not be hard on
them; give them glad tidings and don’t fill them with
aversion; and love each other and do not differ”. Imam
Ahmad (Tafseer Ibn Kathir Vol. 1 p: 503).
The Muslims have to function within the
parameters of the principles outlined above. They cannot
transgress or alter these principles which are immutable.
Can there be any doubt about the validity and
universality of the aforesaid principles? They were valid
in the past, are currently equally valid and will continue to
remain valid for the posterity like the Ten
Commandments that were revealed to Prophet Musa .
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The Islamic values of justice, peace and
compassion have been grossly mutilated and distorted by
the acute misinterpretation of the Concept of Jihad that
Islam is projected as an extremist, fanatic and intolerant
religion which negate the humane values that Islam
stands. In order to remove gross misunderstanding about
Islam we shall first discuss the Concept of Jihad because in
the so called cause of Jihad atrocities are being committed,
cruelties are being perpetrated and innocent people, men,
women and children, and Muslims and Non-Muslims are
being killed. These protagonists of Jihad do not realize
because of skewed knowledge of the Qur’an that their
inhuman actions pervert the noble concept of Jihad and
contravene the fundamental principles of Islam.
CONCEPT OF JIHAD IN ISLAM
It is an article of faith with the Muslims that the
Islamic ideology as enshrined in the Qur’an, is divinely
ordained and hence is the most comprehensive and
complete value system for the benefit and salvation of
mankind. The Qur’an thus enjoins upon Muslims to
spread this divinely ordained values of life peacefully so
that human societies are guided in the right direction for
the maintenance of freedom, equality, dignity and
universal brotherhood. It is by the implementation of
these Qur’anic values and ethical norms that a fair, just
and harmonious development of societies, free from
oppression, tyranny and exploitation can be ensured. This
was best exemplified by Prophet Muhammad. who
struggled ceaselessly and relentlessly for fulfilment of his
prophetic mission. When Islam was firmly established in
Madinah, the Prophet founded an ideal Islamic state
which epitomized the cardinal principles of governance of
the affairs of the state inspired by the Qur’an. The
minorities were more than fairly treated and there was
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total peace and harmony among the different sections of
the communities living in Madinah and the neighbouring
territories controlled by this Islamic state.
Jihad in Islam is a most noble concept but most
misinterpreted and misunderstood not only in the West
but in the Muslim world also where it is being used to
promote a culture of mindless violence. No wonder, it is
being demonized by the Western societies as a violent and
bloody struggle in order to forcibly impose the Islamic
religion and Islamic law. This image of Jihad has been
derived mainly from the intolerant attitude and action of
radical, fanatic Muslim activists who would not hesitate to
kill even innocent people in the name of Jihad. Killing of
Daniel Pearl, a US journalist in Pakistan, and the so called
Jihad in Afghanistan and Indian Kashmir; and death and
destruction within Pakistan, is all in flagrant violation of
the Qur’anic command.
Jihad means relentless effort in the cause of Allah.
It has strong intellectual and spiritual components. It has a
military manifestation as well but under most compelling
circumstances and always in a self-defence and under the
command of legitimate authority.
Jihad implies initiation of a peaceful struggle in the
cause of Allah against tyranny and oppression and to
establish a just, fair and equitable social, political and
economic order. (An-Nisa; 4:75)
Initially the Prophet launched an intellectual Jihad
in and around Makkah. He continued this intellectual
Jihad from Madinah as well when he sent letters inviting
the Emperors of Byzantine and Persia and the ruler of
Egypt to join Islam.
He stressed greatly on the spiritual component of
Jihad – exercising self-restraint, controlling selfish desires,
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serving the needy, the sick and the elderly. The Prophet
called this form of Jihad as the Major Jihad because it
involves constant struggle against one’s own self, one’s
own passion and baser instincts. After returning
victorious from a battle field the Prophet remarked that
“we have to do the biggest Jihad (Jihad-ul-Akbar) now that
we are free from smaller Jihad.” The Prophet once sent
back a young man to do Jihad in the service of his old
ailing parents instead of joining the battlefront.
Killing of innocent persons and perpetuating
violence in the name of Jihad or otherwise is strictly
forbidden in the Qur’an: “We ordained for the children of
Israel that if any one killed a person not in retaliation of
murder, or (and) to spread mischief in the land - it would
be as if he killed all mankind…” (Al-Ma’edah; 5: 32)
Similarly waging a struggle/war to forcibly
convert non-Muslims to Islam is tyranny and aggression
and forbidden in Islam. “There is no compulsion in
religion…” (Al-Baqarah; 2:256). Muslims have been
commanded in the Qur’an to fight against those in the
cause of Allah who fight against them, and in no case
should the Muslims transgress the limits (Al-Baqarah; 2:190)
This has been reiterated in another verse: “…and fight
against the Mushrikeen, (polytheists, pagans, idolaters,
disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah) collectively as they
fight against you collectively…” (At-Tawbah; 9:36). It is
further stated in the Qur’an that if the enemy seeks peace,
hostilities should cease forthwith: “…but if they incline to
peace, you also incline to it, and put your trust in
Allah…” (Al-Anfal; 8:61).
In the following two verses of Surah At-Tawbah
and in verse 36 of the same Surah quoted in the preceding
paragraph, the Prophet was commanded to deal sternly
with the disbelievers and do not show any mercy to them.
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“O Prophet! Strive hard against the disbelievers and the
hypocrites, and be harsh against them, their abode is Hell,
and worst indeed is that destination.” (At-Tawbah; 9:73),
Allah further commands the Muslims. “Fight those who
believe not in Allah nor in the Last Day, nor forbid that
which is forbidden by Allah and his Messenger, and those
who acknowledge not the religion of truth (i.e. Islam)
among the people of the scripture (Jews and Christians),
until they pay the Jizyah with willing submission and feel
themselves subdued.” (At-Tawbah; 9:29).
It is because of these verses the critics have
charged Islam to be a bloodthirsty religion. This is an
uneducated and unfair criticism.
Firstly the commands in these verses are also
subject to the restrictions laid down in the Qur’an as
explained in the aforesaid paragraphs i.e. ‘to fight those
who fight against you.’ Secondly, if they seek peace, the
offer should be accepted.
These verses in Surah At-Tawbah, cited above,
were revealed under specific circumstances, which
threatened the very existence of the infant Islamic state
established by the Prophet in Madinah.
The powerful pagans of Makkah, the hypocrites of
Madinah were acting treacherously, and the Jewish tribes
of Banu Nadheer and Banu Qurayzah living in the
suburbs of Madinah, though bound to help the Muslims
through a covenant, were secretly conspiring with the
pagans of Makkah and the hypocrites of Madinah to form
a grand alliance to destroy the Islamic state of Madinah
and root out Islam from the Arab Peninsula. It was in this
background of conspiratorial and treacherous acts and
mobilization of a powerful army by the infidels of Makkah
to attach Madinah that these verses were revealed to meet
the impending risk to the survival of the Islamic state. The
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validity of these Qur’anic verses stands fully vindicated in
the light of contemporary scenario – acts of terrorism and
response of the international community led by USA. The
Al-Qaeda radical Islamists led by Osama-bin-Laden are
allegedly threatening the internal security of USA and
endangering the life of people across the world. This
global challenge of Al-Qaeda radicals has been met by the
use of brute force particularly in Afghanistan, which was
the main centre of these radical Islamists. If the most
powerful nation of the world feels so insecure by these
acts of terrorism and hence counteracts ruthlessly with
justification, was not the infant Islamic state under the
leadership of the Prophet justified to defend its existence,
threatened by grand Alliance of the Pagans of Makkah,
the Jews in and around Madinah and the Hypocrites of
Madinah with equal vehemence and force. It is in this
background, that we ought to appreciate the Qur’anic
injunctions to fight the malignant disbelievers, the
hypocrites, and the Jews relentlessly without showing any
mercy but always to restrictions as explained above.
The Prophet was against participation in Jihad
which is evident from the following Hadith narrated by
‘Ayesha. She reports: “I once asked the Prophet; ‘O
Prophet of Allah! Should not we (women) strive and
actively participate in the Islamic war with you?” The
Prophet replied, ‘the best and the most beautiful striving
for you in the case of Allah is Hajj-e Mabroor’”. This may
apply to women living in the Arabian Peninsula. Those
living outside that region may conceive of other noble
deeds which they can conveniently execute.
This section of the concept of jihad may be
concluded with a quote from Marcel Brossard’s book:
‘Jihad - A Commitment to Universal Peace, regarding
Prophet’s Battles with the enemies of Islam’: “It is just in
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its causes, defensive in its initiative, decent in its
proceeding, pacific in its treatment of the conquered
enemy.”
IJTIH AAD OR INDEPENDENT CRITICAL THINKING IN
ISLAM:
Ijtihaad or independent critical thinking in Islam
was originally conceived by Ma'adh bin Jabal and strongly
approved by Prophet Muhammad . Ma'adh bin Jabal was
appointed by the Prophet the chief Revenue Officer of
Yemen. Before his departure the Prophet asked him a few
questions as to how he would resolve issues according to
Islamic Shar’iah. Ma'adh responded that “he would first
look into the Qur’an, second he would look into the
Sunnah, and finally he would exercise his own Judgment.”
(Bukhari). The Prophet put his seal of approval. This was
pure and simple pragmatism of Islam and recognition by
the Prophet that with the passage of time and evolving
complexities of social, administrative, political issues of
the society may arise where direct guidance from the
Qur’an and the Sunnah may not be available. In such a
situation competent intellectuals relevant to the issues
involved need to find a solution in accordance with the
basic principles within fundamental parameters enshrined
in the Qur’an and Sunnah of the Prophet. Thus the concept
of Ijtihaad opened up limitless possibilities of reforms the
framework of the basic principles prescribed in the
Qur’an.
It has been observed in this section on Islamic
Ethos that Islam at the time of its foundation was far more
progressive that Christianity and Judaism which were
founded long before the advent of Islam. However in the
21st Century the Jews and Christians are more progressive
and dynamic than Muslim societies, which are decadent
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and stagnant. This is largely because some of the powerful
religious leaders of the four main Sunni Madhahib
(Religious Schools) – Hanafi, Shafa’ee, Hanbali and
Maliki, and rulers of most Muslim countries conspired to
close the door on Ijtihaad. This retrograde step accounts
mainly for the decadence of Muslim societies globally.
The assertion by religious leaders that the
instrument of Ijtihaad is the tool which only they can use is
contrary to the spirit of Islam. One of the revolutionary
reforms which Islam introduced was to eliminate the
institution of priestocracy which is still prevalent in
Judaism and Christianity. In Islam any knowledgeable
and competent male person can lead in canonical prayers,
performance of Hajj pilgrimage etc. In light of this fact,
any competent scientist, social scientist, lawyer, engineer,
etc can participate in deliberations dealing with Ijtihaad
provided he/she is equally competent in the knowledge
of the Qur’an and Sunnah. Adhering blindly and
obstinately to the religious laws codified in the Madhahib,
more than one thousand years ago, without critically
examining their relevance and applicability to the
contemporary situation has hampered the progress of
Muslim societies all over the world and has introduced
parochial dogmatism and encouraged extremism and
fanaticism which are fatal to the existence and survival of
not only Muslim societies.
We should bear in mind that the founders of the
four Sunni Madhahib and Asharite Shi’as were
distinguished scholars and great intellectuals of their
period, nonetheless they were humans and were not
capable of anticipating developments in the society a
millennium later. Hence a critical review of laws framed
by them is urgently called for in order to ensure that Islam
regains its pre-eminence as the most progressive religion
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in the world and to re-establish the relevance of Qur’anic
values in the management of human affairs. Scholars in
the West assert that the Qur’an, a seventh century
document cannot resolve problems of the twenty first
century. In order to meet this challenge Ijtihaad or
independent critical evaluation of the laws codified in the
Madhahib is absolutely essential.
Prior to activating movement for Ijtihaad in Islam
we must identify areas where it cannot be introduced and
where it can be. We cannot conceive of Ijtihaad pertaining
to the Five Pillars of Islam which define the faith of
Muslims in the Unity and Supremacy of Allah and our
canonical responsibilities relating to Salaat (Prayers),
Zakaat (Poor Due), Saum (Fasting) and Hajj (Pilgrimage to
Makkah). We cannot touch the Islamic values as enshrined
in the Qur’an, governing the conduct of the affairs of
societies, particularly Muslim societies. In fact Ijtihaad
demands how best to ensure the implementation of these
Qur’anic values which will lead to a healthy growth of
human societies in ever changing situations. Excluding the
aforesaid two areas Ijtihaad ought to critically look into all
aspects of Muslim societies and identify factors which
hamper their progress. The decadence and stagnation of
Muslim societies is evident from the fact that there are no
laws based on Islamic principles governing labourmanagement relationship in a technologically oriented
industrial development. There are no laws relating to
financial and banking regulations based on Islamic
principles although Islam was the first to introduce the
concept of the welfare state and opposed the exploitation
of the poor by the rich. While deliberating on these aspects
we should critically look into the welfare concepts
introduced by the various modern ideologies like
socialism and communism and laws promulgated by the
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West and other societies and pick up the progressive
elements in those laws which are beneficial to human
society and do not contravene the Qur’anic norms. We
should particularly look into the laws of Soviet and
Chinese communism. The concept of Welfare State
developed in the United Kingdom needs to be closely
examined. Ijtihaad in Islam does not approve of any bias
and prejudice to play any role in reforming Islamic codes
wherever they may be required. While introducing
reforms in Muslim societies we must ensure that the
proposed reforms conform to the basic principles of
fairness, justice, human equality, decency, honesty,
transparency, etc. as defined in the Qur’an.
Categorisation of Ahadith (Traditions)—Their
Refinement
Before concluding this discussion on Jihad and
Ijtihaad it may be mentioned that the Ahadith (Traditions)
of the Prophet need to be properly and scientifically
categorized. There is no need to discuss Ahadith Qudsi
because they represent the command of Allah
communicated in the language of the Prophet. The other
Ahadith of the Prophet have already been categorized as
Sahi (Authentic), Hasan (Good), Ghareeb (Doubtful) etc. by
compilers of the Ahadith . There are six compiled books of
Ahadith of Sahi category – Sahi Bukhari, Sahi Muslim
Muwatta Malik, Sunan-e Abu Dawud, Jame’ Tirmidhi and
Sunan-e Nasaie. (For further details refer to INDSET
Monograph No 15 - Compilation of the Ahadith (Traditions) of
the Prophet ) The Ahadith have also

been thematically
arranged. Ahadith common to Muslim and Bukhari, the
two most authentic books on Ahadith have already been
identified and are called Muttafiq ‘Alaihi or ‘Agreed Upon.’
Proceeding further we can similarly identify Ahadith
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common to three, four etc. We cannot do without the
Ahadith but their categorization does need to be refined.
ISLAM AND TOLERANCE:
Tolerance in Islam is proverbial. It is clearly laid
out in the following two verses of the Qur’an:
 “There is no compulsion in religion…” (Al-Baqarah;
2:256)

“You may adhere to your religion and I shall be
steadfast with my religion.” (Al-Kafirun-109:6)


Tolerance towards gentle non-Muslims was
abundantly demonstrated by the Prophet, the four
Khulafa-e Rashideen (Rightly Guided Caliphs) and Muslim
rulers in different parts of the world.
 The Christians and Jews were granted full
protection of life, honour and property through a
charter by the Prophet in the Islamic State of Madinah.
 A delegation of Christians of Najran (Yemen),
which called upon the Prophet in Masjid-un-Nabi,
offered their religious service inside the Mosque facing
east with the permission of the Prophet . The Charter
granted by the Prophet :
a) The right to worship and protection to their
monasteries and property.
b) Khalifah ‘Umar permitted the Christians “to beat
their Naqus – take out their processions and crosses on
festive occasions.
 On the conquest of Makkah the pagans were
granted general amnesty before their conversion to
Islam.
 After the conquest of Jerusalem Khalifah ‘Umar
was invited by the Bishop of the Church of Sepulchre
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to offer his evening prayer (Salaat al-‘Asr) inside the
Church. He refused because he suspected that
subsequently the Church might be converted into a
mosque, which he did not want. There are numerous
such examples of tolerance displayed by Muslim
rulers cited in history books written by English and
European Scholars.
In Andalusia (Southern Spain) the Jews and
Christians were living peacefully with Muslims and Jews
enjoyed positions of power and prestige. One of them
Hasdai, called the prince of Jews, rose to the position of
foreign secretary to the Umayyad ruler of Andalusia,
became the most public face of this kingdom in the 10th
century because he was fluent in Arabic and very
knowledgeable about Islam and Andalusian culture and
politics. (Menocal, Maria Rosa 2002, Little Brown and Co.
New York, p 80)
Prof. Thomas Arnold in his book “The Spread of
Islam in the World” points out that Islam is a peaceful
missionary religion which is evident from the fact that it
has spread into Indonesia and Malaysia in the east and in
Africa south of the Sahara which were not politically
controlled by Muslim rulers. Even where the Muslims
ruled there was no complaint “of any organized attempt
to force the acceptance of Islam on non-Muslim
population, or of any systematic persecution intended to
tamp out the Christian religion.” (79 op cit.) In Persia the
Sassanid rulers had become intolerant of any other
religion such as Christians, Jews and Sabeans but when
Persia came under Muslim rule “the Muslim Law granted
the right of paying Jizyah5 not only to the Christians and
5

Jizyah (Government Tax) is a token tax collected from non-Muslim citizen that
guaranteed full rights of citizenship to them without obligation to take part in
military campaigns which was compulsory in the case of Muslim subject.
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Jews but to Zoroastrians and the Sabeans the worshippers
of idols of fire and of stone.” (Arnold p 207) At the peak of
Muslim power under Khalifah ‘Umar liberal terms of
treaty, which are exemplary and unparallel in history,
were offered to Christians of Jerusalem when they
surrendered
“In the name of God, the Merciful, the
Compassionate! This is the security which ‘Umar, the
servant of God, the Commander of the faithful, grants to
the people of Aelia. He grants to all whether sick or
sound, security for their lives, their possessions, their
churches and their crosses, and for all that concerns their
religion. Their churches will not be changed into dwelling
places, nor destroyed, neither shall they nor their
appurtenances in any way diminished, nor the crosses of
the inhabitants nor aught of their possessions, nor shall
any constraint be put upon them in the matter of their
faith, nor shall any one of them be harmed.” (Arnold – op.
cit. p.50)

The current phenomenon of intolerance in Muslim
societies is a reaction to injustices meted to weakened
Muslim societies after the two world wars by the powerful
states of the West. It also reflects the frustration and
vehement protests of the common Muslims against their
autocratic rulers. This has been dealt with in detail in
Monograph 29 on Reforms in Muslim Societies
HUMAN EQUALITY AND CONCEPT OF JUSTICE IN ISLAM
 The concept of human equality is firmly rooted in
the Qur’anic injunctions and Islamic rituals
particularly Salaat and Hajj.
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 All human beings are created by the one and only
Allah and all of them without any discrimination, are
His Vice-Regents on earth.
 All human beings have a common ancestry in
Adam and Hawwah (Eve).
 They are all equal in the sense that they are all
born naked and do not carry their worldly belongings
with them.
The concept of human equality is firmly
established by the Qur’anic Verse, which unequivocally
declares: “O Mankind, truly We created you from a single
pair of a male and female, and have made you into
nations and tribes, that you may know each other. Truly
the most honoured of you in the sight of God is the most
righteous of you...” (Al-Hujrat; 49:13). Thus ultimately
deeds decide the status of all men and not their lineage,
worldly position, power and wealth.
JUSTICE IN ISLAM
The concept of justice in Islam is unique and total
without any discrimination. The Qur’an itself has set out
its tone and tenor.
Closest relations of some of the great Prophets who
were guilty of major sins were severely punished, such as
son and wife of Prophet Nuh, father of Prophet Ibrahim
and wife of Prophet Lut. The fundamental principle of
Justice in Islam is that:


It should be fair and impartial.

 There should be no discrimination, and no bias
and prejudice while dispensing justice.
 Absolute impartiality and equality is to be
observed between plaintiff and defendants.
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 The rulers and the ruled stand at the same footing
in eyes of law.
As regards the execution of justice, adequate
hearing should be given to opposite parties before
judgment is delivered.
The Qur’an clearly enunciates the principle of
justice as follows:
 “…And when you judge between men judge with
justice…” (An-Nisa; 4:58)
“…let not hatred of others depart you from
Justice…” (Al-Ma'edah 5:8)


It further exhorted people to stand firmly for
impartial justice even when your closest relations are
involved: “O you who believe! Stand out firmly for
justice, as witnesses to Allah, even though it be against
yourselves, or your parents or your kin, be the rich or
poor, Allah is a better protector to both (than you). So
follow not the lusts (of your hearts), lest you may avoid
justice, and if you distort your witness or refuse to give it,
verily, Allah is well acquainted with what you do.” (AnNisa 4:135, and also refer to Al-An’am; 6:115, Al-A’raf; 6:152,
and An-Nahl; 16:90)

Thus Qur’an commanded absolute impartiality
and equality in justice:
 All distinctions based on wealth, ethnicity, status
etc. were eliminated in one stroke.
 Banished the distinction between slave and master,
ruler and ruled.
Introduced the system of equality in retaliatory
killing (Qisaas): “O you who believe! Al-Qasas (the
law of equality in punishment) is prescribed for you in
the case of murder: the free for the free, the slave for
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the slave and the female for the female...” (Al-Baqarah;
2: 178).

This revolutionary change in the practice and
system of Qasas retaliatory killings almost stopped
because the tribal leaders realized that they would not
escape punishment. There are examples where heads of
the state in the Islamic realm were either plaintiffs or
defendants and decision went against them.
In an authentic Hadith the Prophet states; “He who
kills his slave we shall kill him and he who cuts the nose
of his slave, we shall cut his nose.” (Bukhari and Muslim)
The principle of equality in punishing the
murderer put an end to the retaliatory blood killings. The
rich and the influential free men were made to realize that
they were not above the law. They would be punished if
found guilty. Prior to the promulgation of the Qur’anic
Law they regarded themselves above law and with
impunity. This law of equality in retaliatory killings had a
salutary effect and almost completely eliminated killings
from the Islamic state of Madinah. The Qur’an had hinted
at its concealed benefits. “In the Law of equality there is a
(saving of) life for you, O you men of understanding that
you may restrain yourselves.” (Al-Baqarah; 2: 179)
The Qur’an has also kept the doors of kindness
and mercy open by giving the right to pardon the killer to
the nearest of the blood relations of the victim such as the
father, brother and the son in lieu of a decent ransom
amount: “…But if any remission is made by the brother of
the slain then grant any reasonable demand and
compensate him with handsome gratitude; this is a
concession and a Mercy from your Lord...” (Al-Baqarah;
2:178) The interesting point is that the court or the jury
has not been given this right.
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The most magnificent aspect of the Qur’anic or the
divine law of Justice is that it banishes the difference
between the master and the slave and the ruler and the
ruled. They have the same rights and are subject to the
same law. This principle was strictly implemented in the
Islamic state. This is abundantly illustrated in two notable
cases, one related to Ali, the fourth Khalifah versus a
Christian and the second concerned El-Hadi the
Abbasside Ruler versus a commoner. Khalifah Ali had
somehow lost his armour (shield) and found it in the
possession of a Christian. Khalifah Ali claimed it from the
Christian, which he refused to return. The Khalifah lodged
a complaint in the court of a famous judge Shuraih. In the
court when the judge asked the Christian about the
armour he boldly claimed that it belonged to him! The
Khalifah was asked to furnish proof about his ownership of
the armour. He said he had none and the case was
decided in favour of the Christian. The Christian admired
the Islamic justice and was so impressed that he converted
to Islam and addressed the Khalifah as follows “I declare
that such are the rulings of the Prophets. The Khalifah sues
me in the court of his Judge who gives his verdict against
him! I hereby declare that there is no god but Allah and
that Muhammad is His servant and Apostle. The shield is
your O Khalifah! I followed the army after the battle of
Siffin and the coat of armour dropped from your camel.”
Khalifah Ali replied “Now that you have adopted Islam,
the shield is yours.” (Sayyed Qutub)
In the other case a commoner who owned an
orchard complained in the court of Judge Abu Yusuf that
the Khalifah El-Hadi was exploiting his orchard. The
Khalifah produced some witnesses against the complaint of
the commoner. The Judge asked El-Hadi to swear by
Allah that his witnesses were telling the truth. The king
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declined and the verdict went in favour of the commoner
and the king accepted it.
It has been stated earlier that no case should be
decided unless the parties involved are properly heard.
We therefore conclude this discussion on justice in Islam
by a quote regarding its implementation in the Islamic
state by the Prophet himself. “A Muslim widow, whose
husband, Sa’d Ibn Al-Rabi, was martyred in the battle of
Uhud went with her two orphaned daughters to the
Prophet in the mosque and complained that Sad's brother
had taken over all the estate, giving no property to Sad's
daughters who now needed help to get married. The
Prophet summoned the daughters’ uncle and, after having
heard his version also, ordered him to give two third of
his estate to his nieces, one eight to the widow and keep
the rest to himself.” (Qutubuddin Aziz: The Prophet and the
Islamic State p: 64)

FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY IN ISLAM
Freedom is a cherished goal in Islam. A Muslim
believes that every human being is born free, on the fitrah
i.e. in the pure state of nature. He is thus born free of sin
and inherited inferiority. Although Islam did not abolish
slavery it encouraged emancipation of slaves. Many
companions of the Prophet paid ransom to purchase the
freedom of some slaves, the chief among them being Abu
Bakr. He purchased among others, the freedom of Bilal
who rose to the status of an eminent companion of the
Prophet and the Muezzin (who calls people for Salaat) of
the Masjid an-Nabi (Prophet’s mosque). The Prophet freed
his slave Zaid, adopted him as his son and later married
him to his cousin Zaynab.
Slaves, in Islam, had the same right to grant
protection to an individual or group of individuals as any
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freeman, and the community always respected it. During
the Khilafat of ‘Umar slaves received the same amount of
maintenance stipend as their masters.
Democracy as it is understood in the contemporary
context was not even conceived of in the early stages of
the development of the Islamic states. Even currently it
has not taken roots in most of the Muslim countries.
However if democracy is perceived as a process of
consultation and consensus then the ingredients of
democracy were present in the incipient stage of
development of the Islamic state established by the
Prophet in Madinah. The Qur’an always encouraged the
process of consultation.


“...and who conduct their affairs by mutual
consultation…” (Ash-Shura; 42:38)



“… and consult them in the affair. Then when you
have taken your decision put your trust in Allah”
(Al-e Imran; 3: 159)

The Prophet followed this principle meticulously.
He invariably consulted his companions before launching
any important mission.
a) That the prisoners of the Battle of Badr be treated
leniently was decided by consensus after intensive
consultation.
b) In the Battle of the Trench the idea of digging the
trench to forestall the attack of the pagans Quraysh of
Makkah against the city of Madinah was suggested by
Salman Farsi, an eminent Companion.
c) The first four Khulafa of Islam, after the Prophet,
were appointed by consensus after intensive
consultation and only on merit. All nominations of the
Khalifah had to be endorsed by the Companions in
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Masjid an-Nabi through a system of ‘Ba’yt’, which
conveyed the acceptance of nominations by the
people. According to Karen Armstrong “Abu Bakr
was elected the first Khalifah of the Prophet by a
majority of votes.” (Armstrong –2002: Islam A Short
History, Modern Library, New York, P.25).
d) Process of consultation reached its climax during
the Khilafat of ‘Umar when the domain of Islam had
extended extensively towards east – Persia and Iraq,
towards north and west in Syria and Egypt.

General Assembly. The commanders and
some of the senior companions like Bilal, ‘Uthman
wanted the lands to be confiscated from their
owners and given over to soldiers. ‘Umar was
opposed, argued his case successfully in the
General Assembly and land was allowed to stay
with the original owners.

There was total freedom for people in the
General Assembly to express. Once Khalifah ‘Umar
was even interrupted by a woman while
addressing congregation in the He had two
consultative bodies – one like executive council
and the other a General Assembly (congregation in
Masjid-un-Nabi). The problem of land distribution
in Persia after the Battle of Qadisiyah (16 AH) was
decided by the mosque, and agreed with the views
expressed by the lady.
Unfortunately the democratic process of
consultation initiated in the early period of Islam was
abandoned and degenerated into dynastic rule after the
era of Khulafa-e Rashideen (the first four Khulafa).
It may however be stated that Islam is compatible
with democracy and is well established by the success of
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democracy in such Muslim countries as Malaysia and
Turkey.
ISLAMIC STATE – PIONEERING WELFARE STATE
The basic principle of Islamic government was to
serve and not to rule. The welfare of the poor and the
needy was built in the Islamic system through Qur’anic
injunctions and the Traditions (Ahadith) of the Prophet.
Islam is the only religion where payment of Zakaat
for the maintenance of the poor has been made mandatory
and its non-payment is treated as a sin.
Besides Zakaat, the Qur’an encourages the rich to
pay liberally to the poor. “And in their properties there
was the right of the beggar, and Mahroom (the poor who
does not ask others.” (Az-Zariyat; 51: 19) The poor and the
needy were also assigned shares in the spoils of war:
“…one-fifth of the spoils of war was assigned to Allah, to
the Messenger, to near relatives, orphans, the needy and
the way-farer…” (Al-Anfal; 8:41)
At the spiritual level the affluent Muslims have
been repeatedly told that helping the poor and the needy
is a righteous deed most appreciated by Allah. It is most
emphatically stated in the Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 177
cited earlier. Charitable acts, which are performed to seek
the pleasure of Allah, have remarkable multiplying effect.
“The parable of those who spend their wealth in the way
of Allah is that of a grain of corn: it grows seven ears, and
each ear has hundred grains. Allah giveth manifold
increase to whom he pleases…” (Al-Baqarah; 2:261)
The Qur’an ordains against ostentatious display of
charitable act. It should e done quietly, with grace and
humility. In fact it would be better if none, except Allah, is
a witness to one’s charitable deed. Allah warns the
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believers: “… cancel not your charity by reminders of your
generosity or by injury like those who spend their
substance to be seen of men but believe neither in Allah
nor in the Last Day…” (Al-Baqarah; 2:264)
The Qur’anic concept of welfare state was first put
into practice when the Prophet founded the first Islamic
State in Madinah in the early Seventh Century
In the Islamic State established by the Prophet the
orphans, the destitute, the old and the aged who had none
to look after were put under the care of the state. Even the
old and disabled Jews and Christians who were the
citizens of the state were granted adequate pensions
during the Khilafat of ‘Umar. (Sayyed Qutub, p: 60)
 Those old and aged who did not have children to
look after them were taken care of by the state.
 The welfare system was further enlarged and
refined when the resources of the state had vastly
improved with the expansion of political territory of
Islamic state during the Khilafat of ‘Umar.
 Pension was granted to all the people who had
fought in different battles from Badr to Qadisiyah.
 The slaves received identical
maintenance stipend as their masters.

amount

of

Islam also provides for welfare measure for
another section of the community i.e., the old and the aged
and particularly the parents. Qur’an also expresses deep
concern for the old and aged in general. Basically the old
and aged in the society should be nurtured and nursed by
their children if they are alive or by their nearest relations
and they should not be left to fend for themselves. Old
and disabled Jews and Christians were exempted from
paying Jizyah tax during the Khilafat of ‘Umar.
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RESPECT AND CARE OF PARENTS
Islam attaches great importance to the institution
of parenthood, which has been treated with great
deference in the Qur’an. Muslims have been enjoined to
treat their parents with utmost respect, love and affection.
The Qur’an asks the believers, nay the entire mankind,
“…to be good to your parents; …” (Al-An’am; 6:151) and
take good care of them in their old age.
In addition to this general reference for kindness
towards parents the Qur’an specifically commands man to
be kind to his mother for “…. in pain did his mother bear
him and in pain did she give him birth….” (Al-Ahab; 46:15)
This is repeated in another Surah Luqmaan: “And We have
enjoined on man (to be good) to his parents: in travail
upon travail did his mother bear him and in year two was
his weaning. Show gratitude to Me and your parents. To
Me is (your final) Goal.” (Luqmaan; 31:14)
It is the greatest honour that Allah can bestow on
parents when all men and women are being commanded
to be grateful to their parents, as they are grateful to Allah.
Parents are to be shown reverence but they are not to be
worshipped. Allah alone is worthy of being worshipped.
Respect, kindness, generosity and humility towards
parents are forcefully reiterated in the Qur’an.
 “…… you be kind to parents. Whether one or both
of them attain old age in their life, say not to them a
word of contempt, nor repel them but address them in
terms of honour. And in kindness lower to them the
wing of humility and say: My Lord! Bestow on them
your Mercy even as they cherished me in childhood.”
(Al-Isra; 17:23,24)

“We have enjoined on man kindness to his
parents…….” (Al-Ahqaf; 46:15)
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“…..treat with kindness your parents and kindred
and orphans and those in need……” (Al-Baqarah; 2:83)


On rights of other relatives, the Holy Qur’an states
“And render to the kindred their due rights, as (also)
to those in want….” (Al-Isra; 17:26)


Elucidating further, the Holy Prophet has this to
say: “The grievous sins are; the joining (of other with
Allah), disobedience to parents, killing of living beings,
and swearing to a lie.” (Bukhari &Muslim)
The importance that the Prophet attached to the
service of the parents is borne out by the following Hadith:
“A man asked permission of the Prophet (to take part) in a
Jihad (mission). The Prophet asked, ‘Are your parents
alive?’ He said, ‘Yes’. The Prophet said, ‘Then go and do
Jihad (strive hard) for them.’” (Bukhari & Muslim)
STATUS OF WOMEN IN ISLAM
The Qur’an has nowhere denied the freedom of
speech to woman, nor are there any Ahadith of the Prophet
preventing women from expressing their views freely.
Importance of Surah Mujadalah (58)
Protects the rights of a woman to protest and argue
her case against unjust and outdated pagan tribal system
of divorcing wife through the declaration of Zihaar, (which
means you are like the back of my mother, hence marital
relations cannot be maintained) – this was patently wrong,
argued Khawlah bin Th’albah, wife of Aus Ibn Samit. She
had many children to support but hardly any income.
Allah accepted her argument and the Zihaar system of
divorce was abolished in Islam with the revelation of
Surah Mujadalah.
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Women were allowed the same right to grant
protection to any person, like any make member of the
society – the test case was that of Prophet’s own daughter
Zaynab who had granted protection to her pagan husband
Abul ‘Aas. She raised the issue openly in the Mosque after
Salaat-ul-Fajr. The Prophet conceded her right to grant
protection but asked her not to have conjugal relation
because he was still a Kafir.
Islam was the first to grant property right to
women and also the right to seek divorce (Khula’) if the
marriage proved incompatible. Although the Prophet
discouraged divorce because he said that the right, though
granted by Allah, was most disliked by Him! Only under
compelling circumstances did the Prophet agree to grant
Khula’ to ‘Ayesha’s freed slave girl Burayra from her
husband.
In the days of ignorance prior to Islam, a stepson
or brother took possession of a dead man’s widow or
widows along with all his goods and property. This
shameful custom was abolished in Islam for a widow
could not be forced to marry or stay with her dead
husband’s stepson or brother: “O you who believe are
forbidden to inherit women against their will.” (An-Nisa –
4:19). Subsequently the sons were forbidden to marry the
wives of their fathers, “And marry not whom your fathers
married, except what has already passed; indeed it was
shameful and most hateful, and an evil way.” (An-Nisa
4:22)

‘Ayesha and Hafsah wives of the Prophet used to
argue with him and ask many questions for clarification
on Qur’anic revelations. Hafsa’s mother once started
arguing with Khalifah ‘Umar. He scolded her for her
impertinence. She retorted that if his daughter Hafsah
could argue with the Prophet why can’t she with him.

99
Essence and Spirit of Islam

Khalifah ‘Umar checked with his daughter who confirmed
it.
In his last Sermon the Prophet asked men to treat
their wives with love, tenderness and affection. The
Qur’an of women with respect and the Prophet also
treated with great deference.
These rights of women can be improved further
within the principles and parameters defined by Islam,
regarding modesty, female honour, dignity and family
responsibility so that peace and tranquility of family life is
not disturbed.
The Qur’an does grants permission for an adult to
marry four women provided you can treat them all
equally and justly. If one cannot then he should restrict
himself to only one or be content a slave girl. (An-Nisa; 4:3).
Further in chapter 4 (Surah An-Nisa) verse 129 the Qur’an
ages more than one woman: “You are never able to be fair
and just as between women even if it is your ardent
desire:..” (An-Nisa; 4:129) It is therefore right and proper
that man should normally marry only one and treat her
with respect, love and affection.
Divorce is detestable said the Prophet as reported
by Ma'adh bin Jabal : “the Prophet said to me, ‘O Ma'adh!
Allah has not created anything on earth, which he loves
better than emancipation; and Allah has created upon the
face of the earth more hateful to him than divorce.’”
(Mishkat-ul-Misbah Vol.1 p: 698) The Prophet strongly
disapproved of divorce: “With Allah, the most detestable
of all the things permitted is divorce.” (Abu Dawud) (Zeenat
Shaukat Ali: Status and Rights of Women in Islam (2004)
INDSET Monograph No. 25, p 42)

Islam treats men and women alike and equal. Wife
is not a slave of her husband but a true and sincere partner
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in life both in prosperity and adversity. Khadijah is the
noblest example. She was the first to believe in the
prophetic mission of her husband and was a great source
of strength, till her death, to Prophet’s Makki period of
missionary activities. In addition Khadijah had a keen
business acumen and the Prophet never stopped her from
her business activities.
Among his wives ‘Ayesha was a great scholar and
an authority on Islamic Jurisprudence. She used to be
consulted on problems relating to Shar’iah by even Khulafa.
Many authentic Ahadith are attributed to her.
Umm-e Salma was a very wise, problem-solving
wife of the Prophet. Acting on her advice the Prophet was
able to resolve the crisis that developed after the
beginning of Treaty of Hudaibiyah, which was not liked
by the companions of the Prophet because it contained
unfavourable terms. They refused to sacrifice the animals
they had brought after performing the pilgrimage to
Makkah, which was postponed under the terms of the
Treaty. In order to resolve the crisis Umm-e Salma advised
the Prophet to start the sacrifice it was immediately
followed by the all the companions. The crisis was
resolved.
The Qur’an speaks of Queen Bilqis (Biblical Queen
of Sheba) in respectable terms as able and competent ruler
and an intelligent person.
There is no bar on the education of women in
Islam. In fact it is obligatory for them to read and
understand the Quran and Traditions (Ahadith) of the
Prophet so that they bring up their children according to
the correct Islamic way. Hijaab or head covering by some
is neither sign of backwardness or of conservatism. In the
modern context it is a symbol of modesty in this wildly
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immodest western civilization. Moreover it may be noted
that Virgin Mary is seldom depicted without a head
covering. While modesty is reserved for catholic nuns, it is
common among Muslims. In the old Arabian tribal culture
ladies from respectable families never appeared without a
head gear (Shu’ayb Sultan: The Qur’an and sayings of Prophet
Muhammad – Sky Light Path Publication).

Women in Islam are not prevented from taking up
independent business or even a job. “Islam gave women
complete economic independence even from their
husbands and over the ages many women have also
engaged in trade and been merchants” (Sayyed Hussein
Nasr (2004). The Heart of Islam – Enduring Values of Humanity
– Harper- Sans Francisco p: 193).

Islam in the seventh century granted more
freedom and rights than women in the United States until
mid-nineteenth century. Under Islamic Law, women
controlled their own property without the involvement of
husbands. A wife could invest funds as she liked. These
rights were not exercised by American women until the
mid-nineteenth century. Her husband collected her wages
and controlled her property. She could not open a bank
account without her husband’s signature. (INDSET
Monograph No.26: status and Rights of Women in Islam p: 16)

Women: Modesty, Chastity, Honour and Dignity in
Islam
Women in Islamic society enjoy a very honourable
status. They manager the affairs in the household, are
responsible for the upbringing of the family. They can
sustain this respectable status through their modesty,
chastity and honesty.
Immodesty and adultery are among the most
corrupting elements in a society. They drive away virtue
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and righteousness and tempt people to commit some of
the most shameful acts such as adultery, fornication and
sodomy. Free mixing never leads to innocent ends. It
tends to encourage illicit relationship and whets the
insatiable appetite for sexual relationship. It thoroughly
disturbs domestic peace and creates acute imbalance,
friction and conflict in the social life of the family and the
community.
The modern liberal society in the West is most
permissive and promiscuous. The modernists live under
grave misconception that free mixing of the sexes is a sign
of social progress, and symbolizes women’s liberation and
is not a social evil. Because of the permissive character of
modern society sex has lost its sanctity and sex outside
wedlock is not considered a sin. Hence the living together
of men and women without the bond of marriage is fully
approved by a predominant section of the society.
Similarly the gays and the lesbians have started acquiring
respectability.
The women enjoy a most respectable status in
Islamic society as wives, sisters, mothers and daughters.
They have full freedom to pursue education and their
vocations within the prescribed norms of decency and
modesty without neglecting their basic household
responsibilities. In contradistinction the women in the
modern and secularist society in the West are
entertainment full of lust and voluptuousness. A woman’s
body and figure which should be the exclusive preserve of
her husband is now for public display for all to enjoy.
Their figures with all their charms and enchanting beauty
are fully exploited by the commercial and manufacturing
firms to publicize and promote the sales of their products.
The greatest tragedy is that even the women love their
glamorous roles in advertisements and beauty pageants
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where there is total exposure of their figure, bordering on
nudity. They have themselves now assumed a key role in
making a vulgar display of their body and in promoting,
supporting, and sustaining, of course in lieu of handsome
remuneration. This is a disgusting, sensuous and lustful
exposure for mass entertainment.
This socially stinking and morally depraved
culture is repugnant to Islamic principles. It is simply not
acceptable as a way of living in the Islamic system. Islam
respects the self-respect and dignity of women and treats
sex as a private and sacred act between legitimately
married husband wife for the procreation and
multiplication of mankind. It totally rejects the concept of
live-in partners and considers all sexual acts, outside the
wedlock, as adulterous, contemptuous and shameful.
There is a wholesale and forceful condemnation of the
shameful act of adultery in the Qur’an: “Nor come nigh near
adultery, for it is an indecent deed and evil way.” (Al-Isra;
17:32)
Adultery, as observed earlier, has a disastrous
effect on domestic peace, which Islam is very keen to
protect and preserve. Hence it commands the observance
of decency, propriety and chastity in the behaviour of both
men and women. It therefore restricts the free mixing of
the male and female and totally forbids sex before
marriage, which is fornication in Islamic parlance, a
heinous sin which invites severe punishment. Thus
modesty has a tranquillizing effect on the human
conscience and is conducive to establishing peace in the
family and the society (see Sayyed Qutub: Chapter. Peace at
Home, pp: 30-44).

Modesty protects the pure and pious from all
shameful acts, embarrassments and accusations associated
with obscenity and indecency. The standards and criteria
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for modesty, as outlined in the Qur’an, are logical, simple
and straightforward: “Say to believing men that they
should lower their gaze and guard their modesty: that
will make greater purity for them. And Allah is well
acquainted with what they do. And say to the believing
women that they should lower their gaze and guard their
modesty; that they should not display their beauty and
ornaments except what (must ordinarily) appear thereof;
that they should draw their veils over their bosoms and
not display their beauty except to their husbands, their
fathers ……and that they should not strike their feet in
order to draw attention to their hidden ornaments…” (AnNoor; 24:30, 31)

This verse puts the concept of modesty most nobly,
precisely and concisely in its spiritual background. Even
men have been asked to observe certain codes of modesty
such as lowering their eyes in order to avoid casting a
lustful look on the charms and beauty of women. This will
protect him from evil thought as well. Islam insists on
both purity of thoughts and piety of action. That is why
the command is to lower the gaze which will eliminate all
temptations. As regards women the Qur’anic directions
are more elaborate. Besides the lowering of the eyes they
have been asked to avoid vulgar display of the jewellery
they wear and objects of female physical charm by
covering their figure and hair by a veil or Hijaab.
HYPOCRISY AND HYPOCRITES HAVE NO PLACE IN ISLAM
Hypocrisy has no place in the Islamic System. The
hypocrites are most deceptive and treacherous. While
apparently they wear a friendly look and would always
swear by their loyalty to Islam or to any other system of
government, which they would like to undermine. They
are like “rotten timber” and can never be relied upon.
Hypocrites have no conscience; they go back on their
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commitments and always tell lies. They are perpetually
intriguing against authority in collaboration with enemies.
Abdullah Yusuf Ali described the hypocrites as follows:
“They present a fine exterior; they try to win the
confidence of everyone, as they have no scruples in telling
lies… Their words are fair spoken, and as the truth does
not check their tongues, their flattery and deception know
no bounds… As they have no sincerity, nothing that they
do is worth anything” (Note 5467; p: 147). The hypocrites
are habitual liars, deception and treachery are their
trademarks, and they are most unscrupulous and totally
devoid of conscience.
Thus the existence of hypocrites in any society is a
menace and extremely dangerous to its very existence.
The Qur’an therefore asks the Prophet or the authority
concerned to deal with them sternly in order to ensure the
safety, security and survival of the state. This is precisely
the reason that the Qur’an asks the believers to fight in the
cause of Allah against the polytheist and the hypocrites:
“O Prophet strive hard against the unbelievers and the
hypocrites and be firm against them. Their abode in hell,
an evil refuge indeed.” (At-Tawbah; 9:73)
The hypocrites tried every trick and strategy to
unsettle the Islamic State right from its inception. They
withdrew their people from the Battle of Uhud thereby
considerably weakening the defence and the striking
power of Muslims. They tried to assassinate the Prophet
while he was returning to Madinah after the Tabuk
expedition. They built a mosque in the vicinity of the
Quba mosque, at the instigation of Abu Amir Rahib
Khazraji, to use it for intrigue and destruction of the
Islamic state. Allah frustrated their plans. The Prophet
was informed through a revelation about their ulterior
motives. This mosque (Masjid-e Ziraar) build on the
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foundation of treachery and deceit was completely
demolished (At-Tawbah; 9:108). Thus, the hypocrites are
the very embodiment of evil. According to the Qur’an:
“The hypocrite men and women (have an understanding)
with each other. They enjoin evil and forbid what are just,
and are close with their hands. They have forgotten Allah;
so He has forgotten them. Verily the hypocrites are
rebellious and perverse.” (At-Tawbah; 9:67)
Because of the treacherous character of the
hypocrites the Prophet was asked by Allah not to seek
pardon for their sins: “It is equal for them whether you
pray for their forgiveness or not. Allah will not forgive
them….” (Al-Munafiqun; 63:6)
And finally the Prophet was commanded: “Nor do
you pray for anyone of them that dies nor stand at his
grave, for they rejected Allah and His Messenger, and died
in state of perverse rebellion.” (At-Tawbah; 9:84)
HALAAL AND HARAAM (LAWFUL AND PROHIBITED) IN
ISLAM:
Al-Halaal (Permitted) and Al-Haraam (Prohibited)
are the terms that apply to both, things as well as acts.
These may be defined as follows:
Al-Halaal (Permitted or the Lawful): That which is
permitted by Allah without any restrictions. In
other words what is not prohibited expressly is AlHalaal.
Al-Haraam (Prohibited or the Illegal): That which
Allah has absolutely prohibited. It is a sin to eat
prohibited food and drinks and indulge in
prohibited acts.
Before the advent of Islam there was total
confusion about Halaal and Haraam. The idolaters would

107
Essence and Spirit of Islam

even declare human sacrifice lawful to propitiate their
gods. The Jewish and Christian priests would go on
changing Halaal and Haraam based on their whims and
fancies without following any principles. This confusion
was removed by the revelations, which declared
unambiguously that it is the prerogative Allah alone to
determine items that are Halaal and Haraam may be
itemized as follows:
 To make lawful and to prohibit is the right of Allah
alone.
 Prohibiting the Halaal and permitting the Haraam is
the committing shirked ascribing partners to Allah!
 The prohibition of things is due to their impurity
and harmfulness.


Whatever conducive to the Haraam is itself Haraam.

 Falsely representing the Haraam as Halaal is
prohibited.
 Good intentions
acceptable.


do

not

make

the

Haraam

Doubtful things are to be avoided.

 Necessity dictates exception. (Yusuf al Qaradawi
(2001): The Lawful and the Prohibited in Islam p: 11)
HALAAL AND HARAAM AS REVEALED IN THE QUR’AN:
The Qur’anic revelations are clear and
unambiguous about the concept of Halaal and Haraam:
“O ye who believe! Eat of the good things
wherewith We have provided you, and render thanks
to Allah if it is (indeed) He whom ye worship. He hath
forbidden you only carrion, and blood, and swine
flesh, and that which hath been immolated to (the
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name of) any other than Allah. But he who is driven
by necessity, neither craving nor transgressing, it is no
sin for him. Lo! Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.” (AlBaqarah; 2:172,173)

The lawful and prohibited items are further
elaborated in the following two verses:
“O ye who believe! Fulfill your undertakings. The
beast of cattle is made lawful unto you (for food)
except that which is announced unto you (herein),
game being unlawful when ye are on pilgrimage. Lo!
Allah ordaineth that which pleaseth Him.” (Al

Ma’edah; 5:1)

“Forbidden unto you (for food) are carrion and
blood and swine flesh, and that which hath been
dedicated unto any other than Allah, and the
strangled, and the dead through beating, and the dead
through falling from a height, and that which hath
been killed by (the goring of) horns, and the devoured
of wild beast, saving that which ye make lawful (by
the death-stroke), and that which hath been
immolated unto idols. And (forbidden is it) that ye
swear by the divining arrows. This is an
abomination…” (Al-Ma’edah; 5:3)


The Qur’an prohibits firmly and repeatedly “…not
to eat of the meat on which Allah’s name has not been
pronounced since that is the most surely a
transgression…” (Al-An’am; 6:121)


It may be noted that exception has been made if
forbidden things are eaten under force of
compulsion. (Al-An’am; 6:119)
The Qur’an further adds that: “They ask thee (O
Muhammad) what is made lawful for them. Say: (all)
good things are made lawful for you. And those beasts
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and birds of prey which ye have trained as hounds are
trained, ye teach tem that which Allah taught you; so
eat of that which they catch for you and mention
Allah’s name upon it, and observe your duty to Allah.
Lo! Allah is swift to take account. This day are (all)
good things made lawful for you. The food of those
who have received the Scripture is lawful for you, and
your food is lawful for thee. And so are the virtuous
women of the believers and the virtuous women of
those who received the Scripture before you (lawful for
you) when ye give them their marriage portions and
live with them in honour, not in fornication, nor
taking them as secret concubines. Whoso denied the
faith, his work is vain and he will be among the losers
in the Hereafter.” (Al-Ma’edah; 5:4,5)
INTOXICANTS
Any drink that leads to intoxication is prohibited
in Islam. Consumption of drinking wine was pervasive in
the Arab society at the advent of Islam. It was completely
prohibited in stages. Initially the believers were informed
that harm in drinking wine that its benefits. Later he was
asked not to offer Salaat while intoxicated. Finally verses
were revealed in Surah Al Ma’edah (5) which completely
prohibited drinking: “O you who believe! Truly,
intoxicants and gambling and divination are an
abomination of Satan’s doing: avoid it in order that you
may be successful. Assuredly Satan desires to sow enmity
and hatred among you with intoxicants and gambling,
and to hinder you from the remembrance of Allah and
from Salaat. Will you then not desist?” (Al-Ma’edah; 5:9091)

An intoxicant is Haraam in any quantity. The
Prophet declared concisely “Every intoxicant is Khamr and
every Khamr is Haraam”.
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And Khalifah ‘Umar declared from the pulpit of the
Prophet’s Mosque: “Khamr is that which befogs the mind”
(Qaradawi op. cit. p: 72)

PROHIBITION OF ADULTERY AND FORNICATION (ZINA)
According to Qur’an any sexual relation outside
the wedlock even with the consent is adultery and strictly
forbidden: “And do not come near Zina; indeed it is an
abomination.”(Al-Isra; 17:32) “…come not nigh to shameful
deeds whether open or secret...” (Al-An’am; 6:151) Thus the
concept of live-in partners is a disgusting act and
condemned in Islam. It is totally unacceptable.
MUSLIM

MEN

CANNOT

MARRY

THE

FOLLOWING

CATEGORIES OF WOMEN

“And do not marry those women whom your
fathers had married, except what happened prior to this
commandment. Surely it was shameful, disgusting and an
evil practice, forbidden to you for marriage are your
mothers, your daughters, your sisters, your paternal
aunts, your maternal aunts, daughters of your brothers,
daughter of your sisters, your foster mothers, your foster
sister, the mothers of your wives, your step daughters
under your guardianships from those wives with whom
you have consummated your marriage, but there is no
blame on you in marrying your step daughters if you have
not consummated your marriage with their mothers
whom you have divorced, and also forbidden are the
wives of your own real sons; and to take two sisters in
the wedlock at the same time, except what happened prior
to this commandment; surely Allah is forgiving Merciful.”
(An-Nisa; 4:22, 23) Muslims are prohibited from marrying
idol worshippers.
Muslim men are warned against marrying
“fornicatoresses” (An-Noor; 24:3). Similarly temporary
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marriages (Mut’a) were also gradually declared Haraam
(prohibited). The Prophet initially permitted it but with
the institution of formal marriage, according to Shar’iah,
permission for Mut’a was completely withdrawn,
according to ‘Ali and many other companions.
It may thus be concluded that Allah has prohibited
things which are socially, morally and hygienically
harmful to human beings. The forbidden things are few.
What are good for human beings they have been made
lawful and they are far too many.
When asked by some of his companions the
Prophet said “What Allah has made lawful in His Book is
Halaal and what He has forbidden is Haraam, and that
concerning which he is silent is allowed as His favour. So
accept from Allah His favour and Allah is not forgetful of
anything. He then recited: “And thy Lord is not forgetful.”
(Mariyam; 19:64) – Reported by Haakam and classified as
Sahi (sound).
It may thus be concluded that it is suffice for us to
know what Allah has prescribed Haraam is forbidden and
items not included are Halaal or permissible. According to
a saying of the Prophet : “Allah has prescribed certain
obligations for you, so do not neglect them; He has
defined certain limits so do not transgress them. He has
prohibited certain things, so do not do them; and He has
kept silent concerning other things out of mercy for you
and not because of forgetfulness, so do not ask questions
concerning them.” (Reported by al-Darqutni and classified as
Hasan (good) by Al-Nawawi).
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4.4 QUR’ANIC ENCOURAGEMENT TO
ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE AND
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH
The scientific truths revealed in the Qur’an more
than 1400 years before their actual discovery testify
eloquently to the divinity of the Qur’an and its
authenticity as the revealed word of Allah. These
revelations on scientific themes cover all major branches
of science: Astronomy, Biology, Medical, Earth and
Environmental sciences. Some of the verses are quoted
below. The readers themselves can assess their remarkable
precision in describing the scientific truth.
ASTRONOMICAL
The universe originally was made up of gaseous
substances, it is revealed in two verses of the Qur’an:
 “…The heavens were like a smoke in the
beginning...” (Fussilat; 41:11)
“…The earth and heavens were joined together (as
one unit of creation) before We clove them asunder...”


(Al-Anbiya; 21:30)

The concept of expanding universe is clearly
contained in the following: “And it is We, Who have built
the universe with (our creative) power; and verily it is We
Who are steadily expanded it” (Az-Zariyat; 51:47)
While the orbital movement of the sun was
discovered by the Netherland’s astronomer Jan Oort in
1927, the Qur’an revealed it as far back as the early 7th
century: “And the sun runs its course for a period
determined for it.” (Yaasein; 36:38)

113
Essence and Spirit of Islam

BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE
Some of the verses describing biological sciences
are as follows:
“…And We have created from water every living
being...” (Al-Anbiya; 21: 30)


“…He began the creation of man with clay. And
made his progeny from the quintessence of the nature
of a fluid despised.” (As-Sajdah; 32:7-8)


The Qur’an proclaims the origin of the entire
mankind from a single pair of man and woman (Adam
and Hawwah [Eve]). It does not subscribe to the Darwin’s
theory of man’s evolution from primates. “…From this
single person (Adam) We created of like nature his mate
and from these two scattered like (seeds) countless men
and women...” (An-Nisa 4:1)
MEDICAL SCIENCE
The Qur’an revealed almost a precise account of
human embryology from the beginning of fertilization to
the development of a fully formed baby in the mother’s
womb. Further it corrected the Aristotelian misconception
that only female sperm was responsible for fertilization.
Contradicting it, the Qur’an declares that both male and
female sperms combine to fertilize: “We created man from
a drop of mingled sperm (mixed male and female discharge
of semen) of germinal drop...” (Ad-Dahr; 76:2)
The Qur’an made another startling revelation that
the child is lodged in three veils in the mother’s womb:
“…He makes you in womb of your mother in stages one
after another in three veils of darkness, such is your lord
and Cherisher...” (Az-Zumar; 39:6)
Modern embryology has identified these walls as
(i) Abdominal wall; (ii) the uterine (womb) wall and, (iii)

114
Essence and Spirit of Islam

the sacs surrounding the foetus. This is confirmed by no
less an authority that Dr. Keithmore of the University of
Toronto, Canada.
In his book: ‘Before We Are Born – Basic
Embryology’ (1989), Dr. Keithmore writes as follows:
“Growth of Science was slow during the Middle Ages and
no embryological investigations are known to us but it is
cited in the Koran, the Holy Book of the Muslims…….
Space does not permit the discussion of several other
interesting references to human pre-natal development
that appears in the Koran.” (p 9)
EARTH SCIENCES
There are varied Qur’anic revelations in the field of
earth sciences relating to winds, rain and cloud formation,
soil erosion, surface and ground water including spring
water, but the most significant revelation pertains to the
role of mountains on earth.
The Qur’an, like the geologists, stresses the
stabilizing role of the mountains and calls them pegs (AnNabaa; 78:7) which, according to eminent Arab geologist
Naggar, holds “The earth’s lithosphere down as a means
of fixation firm and habitable for human activity.” As for
instance the Qur’an reveals: “And the Earth We have
spread out like a carpet, set there on stabilizer in the form
of mountains and produced them in all kinds of things in
due balance.” (Al-Hijr; 15:19).
This stabilizing role of mountain is further stressed
in the following Qur’anic verse: “And He has set upon the
earth mountains standing firm, lest it should shake with
you...” (An-Nahl; 16:15) This role of the mountains is
reiterated in Surahs Al-Anbiya (21:31), and Luqmaan
(31:10). This balancing role of mountains, as revealed in the
Qur’an, literally anticipated the concept of ‘Isostacy’
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propounded by Dutton in 1889 and introduced earlier by
Airy (1855) and Prat (1859).
PHYSICAL AND CHEMICAL SCIENCES
The Qur’an refers to the creation of fire (energy
resources) from green plants: “The same who produces for
you fire out of the green tree when behold! You kindle
there with your own fire.” (Yaasein; 36:80). This obviously
refers to the chemical process generated by solar cells on
trees; “Where photosynthesis in leaves turns sunlight into
chemical energy that powers almost every natural
ecosystem.”
EVERY OBJECT CREATED IN PAIRS
The following verse takes us to an exciting
scientific domain: “Glory to Allah Who created in pairs
all things that the earth produces, as well as their own
human kind and (other) of which they have no
knowledge.” (Yaasein; 36:36). It clearly implies that all
animate and inanimate objects are created in pairs. This
obviously leads us to think of Paul Dirac’s theory of
electron which conceptualizes that every matter should
have an anti-matter. When the Qur’an refers to substances
produced by the earth and are created in pairs including
those of which we have no knowledge, this must raise
considerable human curiosity followed by determined
effort to discover them.
Inspired by these Qur’anic revelations on scientific
themes and having acquired the knowledge of the Greek
and Indian scientific discoveries, the Arabs produced a
galaxy of scientists in almost every field. Abu Ali Ibn Sina
(Avicenna) - Medicine and Philosophy, Al-Biruni Geology, Mineralogy, Astronomy etc., Al-Khwarizmi Algebra, Ibn Al-Haitham (Al-Hazen) Astronomy, Ibn
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Rushd (Averroes – Medicine, Philosophy and Islamic
Jurisprudence; Ibn Al-Baitar – Botany and Pharmacology.
The Arab scientists dominated the fields of Science
and Technology from the 9th to the 14th centuries when
Europe was passing through a dark age. Europe inherited
the Arab legacy in these fields mainly through Spain and
Latin translations of works by Arab scientists. European
scientists advanced further the frontiers of knowledge
deriving their inspiration from the achievements of Arab
scientists.
Note: For further details refer to INDSET Monographs Nos.
18 to 23 and Shah Manzoor Alam (1999) : ‘Scientific
significance in selected Qur’anic verses’, Al-Imam
Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University, Riyadh.

4.5 QIAMAH (DAY OF RESURRECTION)
ACCOUNTABILITY TO ALLAH

AND

The two striking and miraculous events revealed
in the Qur’an testify unambiguously to the occurrence of
the traumatic event of Qiyamah or Day of Resurrection.
One is the story of the Men of the Caves who were put to
sleep for over 300 years and brought back to life - Surah
Al-Kahaf (18). The other is the story of Uzair (Ezra), who
woke up after sleeping one hundred years - Surah AlBaqarah (2).
COMPANIONS OF THE CAVE
The story of the Companions of the Cave is now an
established historical fact mentioned even in Gibbon’s
“Decline and fall of the Roman Empire, Chapter 33.”
These Seven Christian companions were being
persecuted by Roman pagans who in the first century A.D.
had not yet converted to Christianity. These companions
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along with their dog escaped from persecution and hid
themselves in the caves of Ephesus located on the west
coast Turkey about 50 miles south of Smyrna. They were
put to sleep for nearly 300 years and when they woke up,
the Roman Kings had already converted to Christianity.
This awakening after deep slumber for over 300 years
reiterates the importance of the Day of Resurrection when
all dead souls will be brought back to life to account for
their deeds.( For details see Appendix 1 by S. Abul Hasan Ali
Nadwi, in Tafseer-ul- Qur’an Abdul Maajid Daryabadi Vol.
III{English}, pages 65 to 69.)

THE STORY OF UZAIR (EZRA)
“Or take another example of the one Uzair (Ezra)
who passed by a town, which had fallen down upon its
roofs. He exclaimed ‘How can Allah bring this dead
township back to life?’ There upon Allah caused him to
die and after one hundred years brought him back to life.
Allah asked ‘How long did you remain here?’ Ezra replied
‘Perhaps a day or part of a day.’ Nay! You have remained
here for over 100 years; now just have a look at your food
and drink; they are not rotten; and then look at your
donkey and see that his very bones have decayed. We have
done this to make you a sign for mankind. Look to the
bones of your donkey, how We bring them together, then
clothe them with flesh and bring him back to life!’ When
this all was shown clearly to him, he said “Now I know
Allah has power over everything.” (Al-Baqarah; 2: 259)
This verse described the destruction of Jerusalem
at the hands Nebuchadnezzar in 599. Uzair wondered
how a completely ruined city will ever be rebuilt and
prosper again. Soon after he died and was brought back to
life after 100 years and he witnessed a prosperous and
flourishing Jerusalem full of life. These events should
suffice to convince us that there will be a day of
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resurrection when all the dead will be brought back to life
to account for their deeds.
The Day of Resurrection and Accountability have
been greatly emphasized in the Qur’an and no believer
should have the slightest doubt about it. On this Day all
the dead persons will be brought back to life and they will
have to account for their deeds- good and bad. Those
whose good deeds outweigh the bad deeds will be
rewarded with a place in Heaven (Jannah) and those with
preponderance of bad deeds will be punished in hell.
The Qur’an categorically states that the entire
mankind will be assembled together before Allah on the
Day of Resurrection: “…Surely He will gather you together
on the Day of Resurrection about which there is no doubt, and
who is truer in statement than Allah.” (An-Nisa; 4:87) In
another verse the Qur’an proclaims unambiguously that
man will be produced before Allah to account for his
deeds in this world. There should be no doubt about it,
none whatsoever: “Did you think that We have created you
without any purpose and that you would not be brought back to
Us to account for your deeds.” (Al-Mu'minun; 23:115) That
moment will certainly arrive.
MAN GRANTED FREE WILL – NO PREDESTINATION
Man has been granted by Allah capability to
discern between right and wrong, good and bad. He
therefore has the discretion to choose his own course of
action. Consequently man has been made accountable for
his earthly deeds. Allah only shows the path to piety and
warns against satanic deeds. This has been the role of all
the Prophets as “bearers of glad tidings and warnings
against evil deeds”. This is precisely the role of the
Qur’an: “Verily, we showed him the way whether he be
grateful or ungrateful.” (Ad-Dahr; 76:3)
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In another verse the Qur’an categorically states
that mankind has been shown to take two highways: one
steep and difficult towards piety and righteousness and
the other easy one leading towards evil deeds: “And
shown him two highways? But he has made no haste on
the path that is steep.” (Al-Balad; 90:10-11) The same point
of full and free choice to human beings has been reiterated
in another verse: “By the soul and the proportion or order
given to it; and its inspiration as to its wrong or right.
Truly he succeeds who purifies it and he fails who
corrupts it.” (Ah-Shams; 91:7~10) The choice has to be made
by human beings.
This has been the case from the birth of mankind. Adam
and Howdah after creation in heaven were given first
lesson in free choice consequences of which they have to
own up: “O Adam! dwell thou and thy wife in the garden
and enjoy (its good things) as ye wish: but approach not
this tree or ye run into harm and transgression. Then
began Satan to whisper suggestions to them bringing
openly before their minds all their shame that was hidden
from them (before): he said ‘Your Lord only forbade you
this tree lest ye should become angels or such beings as
live forever.’ And he swore to them both that he was their
sincere adviser. So by deceit he brought about their fall:
when they tasted of the tree their shame became manifest
to them and they began to sew together the leaves of the
garden over their bodies. And their Lord called unto them:
‘Did I not forbid you that tree and tell you that Satan was
an avowed enemy unto you?’ They said: ‘our Lord! we
have wronged our own souls: if You forgive us not and
bestow not upon us Your mercy we shall certainly be
lost.’(Allah) said: ‘Get ye down with enmity between
yourselves. On earth will be your dwelling-place and
your means of livelihood for a time.’ He said: ‘therein
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shall ye live and therein shall ye die; but from it shall ye
be taken out (at last).’” (Al-A’raf; 7:20~25)
MAN CONSTANTLY UNDER DIVINE SURVEILLANCE:
Human beings are constantly under surveillance of
Allah and they are being continuously tested if they are
doing good or bad deeds during their lifetime on earth.
(Al-Baqarah; 2:155, Mulk; 67:2)

Nothing can be concealed from Him for “…He is
with you where-so-ever you may be. And Allah sees well
all that you do” (Al-Hadid; 57:4); “…He is closer to us than
our jugular veins.” (Quaff; 50:16) Finally he has complete
knowledge of all the secrets of the universe including the
thoughts in the hearts of men. (Al-Fatir; 35:38)
All deeds of human beings are being continuously
recorded by the Angels of Allah. (Al-Infitaar; 82:10~14) They
will be preserved till eternity in the hard disc of the Divine
Computer, to which no one has access and it cannot be
erased. Eventually on the Day of Judgment a
comprehensive and complete print out of each
individual’s good and bad deeds will be presented to
him/her to enable them to judge for themselves as to
where they stand vis-à-vis Heaven and Hell. (Al-Isra;
17:13,14, Al-Zalzalah; 99:6~8, Al-‘Adiyat; 100:9~11)

The Qur’an constantly warns that there is a
purpose behind the creation of man, his existence on earth
is for a limited period and eventually he will leave to
account for his deeds before Allah on the Day of
Judgment. The following verses make it very clear and
categorical:
 “Did you then think that We had created you in
jest, and that you would not be brought back to Us for
account?” (Al-Mu'minun; 23:115)
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Thus human beings should never ever ignore the
fact that they will be raised again after their death:
“…in the end you will return to Him. Then He will
show you the truth of all that you did.” (Al-An’am;


6:60)

 “For to Us will be their Return; Then it will be for
Us to call them to account.” (Al-Ghashiyah; 88:25,26)
 The righteous and pious have nothing to fear : “O
(thou) soul in (complete) rest and satisfaction! Come
back thou to thy Lord well-pleased (thyself) and wellpleased unto Him! Enter thou then among my
Devotees! Yea enter thou my Heaven!” (Al-Fajr;
89:27~30) “Then, he whose balance of good deeds will
be in a life of good pleasure and satisfaction.” (AlQariah; 101:6,7)

One must bear in mind that on the Day of
Judgment the guilty will be punished. Neither their
worldly status nor any amount of ransom, however large
it may be, can save them from Hell-fire: “verily those who
disbelieve, if they had all that is in the earth, and as much
again therewith to ransom themselves thereby from the
torment on the Day of Resurrection, it would never be
accepted of them, and theirs would be a painful torment.”
(Al-Ma’edah; 5:36) There is no clause of the “Presidential
Pardon” of the guilty in the Divine Law, which is just and
fair to one and all without any discrimination.
Qiyamah or Annihilation of the universe will be a
catastrophic event of unimaginable magnitude when the
whole universe will be in total commotion and all laws of
universe will collapse. The mountains will be flattened
into a plain surface; the earth will throw up its burden.
(Al-Zalzalah; 99: 1,2 & Al-Qariah; 101:1~5) The sun and the
moon will be joined together. (Al-Qiyamah; 75: 8-9) And
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with a single blast the entire mankind since the days of
Adam will be brought back to life. (Yaasein; 36:53)
The awakened mankind from their deep slumber
of death will be collected together on the Day of
Judgment. (An Nisa; 4:87) On that Day “The earth will
shine with the glory of its Lord: the record of Deeds will
be placed open, the Prophets and the witnesses will be
brought forward; and a just decision will be pronounced
between them and they will not be wronged (in the least).
And every soul will be paid in full (the fruits of its deeds;
and (Allah) knows best all that they do.” (Az-Zumar; 39:6970)

Hence in the final analysis we should be ever
seeking the pleasure of Allah and never deviate from the
path of piety in the transitory life of this world in order to
enjoy an eternal life of peace and pleasure in the Heaven
after death. This can be accomplished only if we are
consistently in touch with the Qur’an, understand its
meaning and significance and follow the path of piety and
righteousness laid down in the Qur’an and Sunnah of the
Prophet.
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ESSENCE AND SPIRIT OF ISLAM
A CONCISE AND COGENT EXPPOSITION
PART II
BY
PROF. MRS. SAMEENA SAEED
PROF. TAHSEEN SAEED

INTRODUCTION
Islam, which means total submission to Allah’s
Will and complete surrender to Allah’s Guidance, is a
religion about which Allah Himself says that He hasn’t
placed any difficulty in it.
“And strive in His cause as you ought to strive,(with
sincerity and under discipline).He has chosen you , and
has imposed no difficulties on you in re the religion of
your father Ibrahim. It is he who named you Muslims,
both before and in this (Revelation); that the
Messenger may be a witness for you, and you be
witnesses for mankind! So establish regular prayer,
give regular charity, and hold fast to Allah! He is your
Protector - The Best to protect and the Best to help!”
(Al- Hajj; 22:78)

Islam is a religion which helps the believer lead life
in the most practical and sensible manner possible. Let us
just consider:
Can there be anything easier than leaving all our
matters in the hands of that Highest Authority Who is

124
Essence and Spirit of Islam

responsible for the whole world and our very existence in
it? “The Best to protect and the Best to help!”
Can there be anything easier than carrying out our
prescribed duties and leaving the results in Allah’s hands?
Isn’t it a relief to know that whatever is happening in our
lives is according to His plans? The choice is ours but the
outcome is designed by Him. The only and absolute truth
to be kept in mind always, is that this world is not the
final place where justice – (rewards for virtues or
punishment for vice) - will be meted out. The record of
our deeds is constantly being written, Allah, the Most
Merciful continues to give us chance to mend our ways
throughout our life till we reach the end of our journey,
and then the chapter is closed and we can no longer undo
what’s already been done!
How does Allah expect us to lead our life, so that
our eternal life is taken care of?
Allah has made it very clear as to what the basic
and essential virtues are which should not only be
accepted in word but should be practiced in life. This He
has done through the Quran and through the life of our
Prophet Muhammad.
Let us understand what the basic constituents of
Islamic Faith are:
Islamic Faith rests on Imam. A Momin (practicing
Muslim) is expected to have Faith in:
1. Tawheed (One and Only Allah) – Faith in the
Oneness of Allah - Monotheism.
2. Risalat (Divine Revelation) – Faith in the
Messengers of Allah. Faith in all the Prophets of
Allah.
3. Qiyamah and Aakhirat (Day of Judgement and Final
Era) – Faith in the Day of Judgment and in the
Hereafter.
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4. Kutub (Divine Revelations) – Faith in the Revealed
Books of Allah.
5. Malaikah – Faith in the Angels carrying out their
duties assigned by Allah.
6. Taqdir (Fate) – Faith in one’s Fate designed by
Allah.
What does Faith in these six constituents imply?
Let us examine in detail in the light of Qur’anic Verses.
TAWHEED
(ALLAH ONE AND ONLY)
Faith in Oneness of Allah implies (and is
expressed) when a believer turns only to Him for help and
guidance; when he/she does not bow to any other being,
or deity, or any symbol of power and authority – wealth,
status, one’s own ego, desires, the world and the worldly.
A strong conviction takes root in his/her heart that Allah
is the Creator and Sustainer of the universe. Everything in
the world, the universe, is His creation. However
powerful the creation might appear – the sun, the winds,
the seas, storms, thunder, lightning – Allah is the most
Powerful and His creation is at His Command.
Allah’s creations cannot protect us, but He
protects us and provides sustenance to us through His
creations. The earth does not produce anything on its
own. The rain that we get from the clouds, the light and
heat that we get from the sun, all these are a result of His
Commands. He alone should be worshipped – not His
creations. The same principle has to be applied to wealth,
power and worldly status. It is He alone who gives
wealth, power, knowledge and status to whom He
pleases. Those who are given these favours are also
accountable to Him about the manner in which they have
used them.
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How are we expected to give an evidence of our
Imaan in “Tawheed”?
Saying verbally that we have Faith in Allah’s
Oneness is not enough evidence of our Imaan. Words are
to be followed by actions. Imaan is manifested through
deeds and conduct. The demand of “Tawheed” is that once
we’ve realised that life has been given to us by Him and
that we have to return to Him, all our actions should be
directed towards seeking His Pleasure and Forgiveness. If
we love Allah alone, then we would not love this world
and this life to the extent of forgetting or ignoring His
injunctions. Our obedience of Allah’s injunctions should
supersede all other considerations.
Allah expects His servants, the true believers, to
go through life being in these two states – of gratitude and
of patience. As He says in the Qur’an:
“Therefore remember Me, I will remember you, and be
thankful to Me, and do not be ungrateful to Me.
“O you who believe! Seek assistance through patience
and prayer; surely Allah is with the patient.” (AlBaqarah; 2:152, 153)

Gratitude towards Allah should be expressed
when life is pleasant and comfortable, and patience
should be observed when troubles, afflictions and
sufferings come our way. It is very easy to think that
whatever good is happening to us is because of our
efforts, our ability to think and plan well and eventually
because we deserve it. But it is here that we need to be
constantly conscious of Allah’s generosity to us, His Help
and His Beneficence.
This awareness should give rise to an attitude of
humility in front of Him, our Greatest Benefactor.
Considering ourselves to be in His Presence constantly,
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we should be wary of the pitfalls of pride, overconfidence,
egoism, complacency, self-sufficiency, arrogance and
conceit.
What
about
difficulties?
How
“unmanageable situations” be managed?

should

Our Imaan in Allah the Omniscient should
convince us that nothing ever happens without His
Knowledge or His Permission. As such our immediate
response to whatever happens – pleasant or unpleasant –
should be “This too is according to Allah’s Will”. The next
step should be a reflection on what can be done in the
given situation. We have to remind ourselves that:
“On no soul does Allah place a burden greater than it
can bear…” (Al-Baqarah; 2:286) and that,
“…after a difficulty, Allah will soon grant relief.” (AtTalaaq; 65:7)

When our Sustainer, Allah Himself assures us that
the burden placed on our shoulders is such that we can
bear, it is our duty to Trust Him and utilise our own
strength in accordance with the Guidance provided in the
Qur’an and the Ahadith, Traditions, of the Prophet . The
outcome will prove His Truth that Allah, the Most
Merciful, first equips us with the strength to meet the
difficulty and then sends the difficulty; we will discover
that we are not weak. Difficulties in life, challenges before
us, are like a wake-up call, if we have become complacent
about His blessings bestowed upon us, or if we have been
outright ungrateful and negligent of His injunctions.
“Whatever benefit comes to you (O man!), it is from
Allah, and whatever misfortune befalls you, it is from
yourself; and We have sent you (O Prophet!), to
mankind as an apostle; and Allah is sufficient as a
witness.” (An-Nisa; 4:79)

128
Essence and Spirit of Islam

An opportunity comes to us from our EverForgiving Sustainer, Allah to set right our life. An
opportunity is also given to us to prove what we are
capable of. Our capabilities should be directed towards
truth, and should not be misused for any kind of
deception, cheating or injustice. That is, dealing with
difficulties requires adherence to the ‘Straight Path’, not
adopting wrong means to ease the situation. It requires
unwavering patience and steadfastness in our Faith in
Him. Even after this, if the true believer finds that he / she
hasn’t received justice, the heart will be at peace with the
firm conviction that the All-Knowing Allah is watching,
and with Him is the final reward. Immediate reward in
this life is not a proof of success, or of Allah being pleased
with us. This is the limited perspective of the world which
has to be replaced by firm, steadfast Faith in His Plans and
in the Unseen. When such a conviction takes root in a
believer’s heart, no worldly forces or pressures will be
able to sway or weaken him/her.
“Be sure We shall test you with something of fear and
hunger, some loss in goods or lives or the fruits (of
your toil), but give glad tidings to those who patiently
persevere- Who say when afflicted with calamity: ‘To
Allah we belong, and to Him is our return.’” (AlBaqarah: 2:155,156)

Sometimes it so happens that a believer turns to
Allah with complete Faith and prays to Him seeking the
fulfilment of his / her wish. There is a possibility that his/
her prayer might not be answered, and he/she is
perplexed. What is to be understood in such a situation is
that He knows best what is best for us. He alone Knows
whether or not He should grant us what we have prayed
for. As such there’s no scope for disappointment for a true
believer.
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If something negative or contrary to our
expectations happens, it is either a test of our patience and
faith in Him, or that our own expectations and wishes
would not have been good for us in the long run and so
He doesn’t allow them to be fulfilled or realized.
This realization and acceptance of Allah’s Will is of
prime importance for our Imaan (Faith), and an evidence
of our being Muslims. We must understand clearly (and
adhere strongly to the conviction) that the essence of
Imaan is, not to give undue importance to our own
wishes and, to develop the ability to control our ego
(nafs).
“…in Allah, then, let the believers place their trust.”
(Al-e Imraan; 3:160)

RISAALAT
(DIVINE REVELATIONS)
How does Allah communicate His Message to us?
It is through Allah’s Messengers, the Prophets of
Allah, that mankind in every age has received the His
Message. The method of His Message reaching His
Messengers was through Divine Revelation. The
Messengers were His servants and they were human
beings raised by Him from among the people. In the
Quran, He tells Prophet Muhammad :
“We have sent revelation to you as we sent revelation
to Noah, and the prophets after him, as we sent
revelation to Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, and
their descendants, including Jesus, Job, Jonah, Aaron,
and Solomon, and We gave David Psalms. Of some
Messengers before you We have told you, of others We
have not – and God spoke to Moses as well.
Messengers, who gave glad tidings as well as
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warnings, so that mankind, after the coming of
Messengers, would have no excuse before God (on the
Day of Judgment); God is All-Mighty, All-Wise.” (AnNisa; 4:163~165)

Faith in the prophets of Allah is essential for the
believers. All the prophets communicated the same
message of Allah being One, The Absolute, The Supreme,
besides whom none should be worshipped. The duty of
the Messengers was to call people towards a virtuous life
and prevent them from evils and vices; to make people
realise the blessings given to them by Allah the Most
Benevolent; to give the virtuous believers glad tidings and
to caution people about the penalty from Him, if they
failed to keep away from sin.
The prophets, though human, had special
characteristics. Everything connected with them –
whatever they did, whatever they said, whatever they
practiced - was pure and devoid of any negative quality.
Their chief attribute was their truthfulness. They carried
Allah’s instructions to the people in totality. They did not
add or subtract anything from it; nor did they hide any
instruction. They could not grant people any boon or
show miracle on their own. With His command they
showed miracles.
Allah tells Prophet Muhammad in the Quran:
“And certainly We sent Messengers before you – there
are some of them that We have mentioned to you and
there are others whom We have not mentioned to you;
and it was not given to any Messenger that he should
bring a sign except with Allah’s permission, but when
the command of Allah came, judgment was given with
truth, and those who treated (it) as a lie were lost.”
(Ghafir; 40: 78)
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In the history of the last few thousand years, we
can see the recurrent arrival of prophets whenever ‘Kufr’
(disbelief) increased and assumed menacing proportions.
The prophets tried to stop the tide of disbelief and invited
people towards Islam.
“And indeed, We have sent within every community a
Messenger (proclaiming): ‘O people worship Allah
alone and protect yourselves from ‘Taghut’ (all false
deities)’…” (An-Nahl; 16:36)
Some people adopted the Islamic way of life, but
others rejected it. The people who followed the prophets
became Muslims [those who submit themselves to Allah],
and after learning about Islam, began to preach its
teachings. Later generations of people sank into disbelief.
Whenever such a situation arose, He sent a Prophet or
Messenger to revive Islam. This continual arrival of
Messengers of Allah continued thousands of years. In the
course of those long years, Islam was revived by those
Prophets, who restated the Message forgotten by their
people. Then He sent Prophet Muhammad who revived
Islam and it exists today and will continue to exist (Allah
Willing) till eternity.
Prophet Muhammad was known as the truthful
and the trustworthy even before he became the Messenger
of Allah. His actions, decisions, reproducing the Divine
Revelation and inviting people to the straight path
expressed piety and spirituality. Allah says in the Quran:
“Say (O Muhammad): ‘O mankind, verily I am the
Messenger of God to all of you, (sent by Him) to
Whom belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the
earth. There is no God but He. He alone gives life and
causes to die.’ Believe then, in God, and in His
Messenger, the unlettered Prophet – who believes in
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God and His words; follow him so that you find
guidance.” (Al-A’raaf; 7:158)
Besides the Quran which was revealed to Prophet
Muhammad and contains the rules and laws (Shar’iah),
by which the believers should direct their lives, the life of
the Prophet himself is a model for the believers to follow.
“And (O Prophet) We have indeed sent you as a Mercy
for all the worlds. Say, ‘The Message that I have been
given is only this much: your God is the One and Only
God; will you, then, surrender yourselves unto Him?’”
(Al-Anbiya; 21: 107,108)

Allah to Prophet Muhammad as ‘a mercy for all the
world’s:
There is no other prophet to come after him, he’s
the seal of prophets, and the ‘Shar’iah’ (set of laws)
brought by him holds good for all times till ‘Qiyamah’ the
Day of Judgment. And Allah tells the believers:
“Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but
he is the Messenger of Allah and the Last of the
prophets; and Allah is Cognizant of all things.” (AlAhzaab; 33:40)

“And obey Allah and His Messenger, that you may be
shown mercy.” (Al-e Imraan, 3:132)
Obedience of Allah, as exemplified by the Prophet,
is what is expected of all the believers as well. Since the
Prophet was carrying out and conveying to people His
Commands, obedience to him is an essential part of
Islamic Faith. In matters pertaining to worship of Him,
fulfilling the five essential obligations – the five pillars of
Islam – Imaan (Faith), Salaat (Prayer), Saum (Fasting),
Zakaat (Poor Due) and Hajj (Pilgrimage) - and in all
matters pertaining to daily life and dealings with each
other, his example is to be followed by the believers.
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The Prophet’s character epitomized Qur’anic
teachings. His Faith was pure and absolute; Salaat
(Prayer) offered by him showed that he meant what he
recited. Salaat is supposed to teach the believer humility
and discipline and these were the traits exemplified by
him. Saum, fasting, is another rigorous discipline, not only
of the body but also the spirit, teaching the believer selfcontrol. Zakaat, which purifies one’s earnings and
savings, ensures that the poor are taken care of, and that
people remain sensitive to others’ needs. Hajj is a symbol
of Muslim brotherhood that leaves no scope for
discrimination of any kind. These practices (of the five
pillars of Islam) were never detached from practical
virtues.
To get a glimpse of the Prophet’s character, let us
take just one instance from his life.
During the tenth year of apostleship and D’awah
(inviting people to Islam), the Prophet travelled to Taif to
give the people the Message of Islam. He conveyed the
Message to the three leaders, who not only rejected it with
harsh words, but also stirred their slaves and reprobates
of the town to insult him and wound him. What was the
Prophet’s reaction? He prayed to Allah for His Help,
Mercy and Protection. He did not wish to invite Allah’s
Wrath upon the people who had tortured him, but said, “I
am not disappointed. I do hope that from their loins Allah
will bring forth a people who will worship the One and
Only God and will not ascribe partners to Him.”
As recorded by Khurram Murad in Images from
the Prophet’s Life Album:
“There are no feelings of revenge, no hate, no anger,
no foul words, no self-conceit, nor any misuse of
power. Instead what we find is the tenderness of heart,
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sympathy, kindness, mercy and a message of life.
Force is used only when indispensable, to the needed
extent only – and that also to curb mischief. The
biggest concern is that hearts should be conquered so
that they bow before their Lord; the greatest wish is
that there should be people who respond positively to
the invitation of truth and join in sooner or later.”
The Prophet presents us with the ideal of Islamic
character. His Companions were overwhelmed by his
conduct which was in complete conformity with the
teachings and instructions of Islam, depicting its
grandeur. Suhayl Ibn ‘Amr was fascinated by these
teachings which, as he saw them, “conveyed
extraordinary benevolence, friendship and devotion.” He
told the Muslims that “the duty of the believers towards
Allah’s Message that the Prophet had conveyed was to
devote with sincerity and dedication all their efforts to it
in pursuance of his methodology and approach.”
(Men Around the Messenger by Khalid Muhammad Khalid)

Thus we realize that the Prophet is ‘a mercy for all
the worlds’, as, through his manner of living he has
illustrated to us what the Qur’anic teachings are, and
what is the way to earn our Creator’s, Pleasure. He has
shown us that it is possible to live in accordance with the
injunctions of Allah given in the Qur’an and that no other
way of life is acceptable to Him. Allah has made it
absolutely clear in the Qur’an:
“And it behoves not a believing man and a believing
woman that they should have any choice in their
matter when Allah and His Messenger have decided a
matter; and whoever disobeys Allah and His
Messenger, he surely strays off a manifest straying.”
(Al-Ahzaab; 33:36)
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Let us reflect on this verse and try to grasp
correctly what Allah expects of us with regard to His
injunctions. What is our duty with regard to Allah’s
Messenger? Complete obedience that leaves no scope for
“any choice in their matter when Allah and His
Messenger have decided a matter”.
The essence and spirit of Islam is, submission to
Allah, surrender to Allah, which when translated into
actions can be seen as obedience of Allah. We cannot
ignore this aspect. When He tells us that we have no
choice in our matter ‘when Allah Himself and His
Messenger have decided a matter,’ it means that we
should not adopt any method according to our
convenience and for some material benefit that it might
ensure us. Our course of action or our attitude should not
be determined by our personal interests or preferences but
only by the relevant law.
The only standard, the only yardstick, to assess our
character, our development, our actions and our dealings
with others, should be Islam and the straight path that it
shows. In all matters pertaining to every aspect of life –
spiritual, material, social, personal and public – we have
to tread upon the Islamic path and follow the teachings of
Allah as detailed in the Qur’an and the Sunnah of the
Prophet .
Islam is a complete religion and has left no aspect
of life untouched. As such, we don’t have to look
elsewhere for guidance or solutions to our problems. We
have to implement the teachings and instructions and
mould our lives in such a way that we earn Allah’s
(Pleasure and find ease in all our experiences. Let us keep
reminding ourselves that the All-Knowing Allah Himself
has assured us that He has placed no difficulty for us in
Islam. There are no hurdles in the straight path of Allah. It
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is our attachment to this world and our undue and futile
concern for worldly standards, people’s opinions, that
puts hurdles in the straight path. With Allah as our centre
of attention, and attaining His Pleasure as our goal of life,
let us prepare ourselves for our eventual meeting with
Him on the Day of Judgment, Qiyamah, after which our
eternal life in the Hereafter, Aakhirat, is to begin.
“Whoever looks forward ( with hope and awe ) to
meeting Allah on the Day of Judgment, let him be
ready for it ); for the end set by Allah for everyone’s
life) is bound to come – and He alone is All-Hearing,
All-Knowing!” (Al-‘Ankabut; 29:5)
QIYAMAH AND AAKHIRAT
(DAY OF JUDGEMENT AND FINAL ERA)
Belief in Qiyamah, the Day of Judgment, and in
Aakhirat, life in the Hereafter, is an important constituent
of Islamic Faith. Disbelief in it makes all other beliefs
meaningless. It is essential for a proper understanding of
the purpose of our life which is a gift to us from Allah
given to us for a set period that is determined by Him the
Most Wise. Our life serves a particular purpose in this
world, and after its span on the earth is completed, it
awaits the Day of Judgment which is the day of
accountability to Allah. On that day all our deeds will
receive justice from Him.
“And be conscious of the Day on which you shall be
brought back unto Allah, whereupon every human
being shall be repaid in full for what he has earned,
and none shall be wronged.” (Al-Baqarah, 2:281)
When we realize the certainty of this day, we
become conscious of our actions and try to mould
ourselves according to Allah’s pleasure. We try to make
our lives meaningful and purposeful for ourselves and for
all those we come into contact with. We have a goal set
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before us and that is, to lead life in a manner which is
pleasing to Him and consequently beneficial to all. We are
no longer perplexed or bitter about absence of justice in
this world. We know that He has allotted a set period for
every individual in which he/she has to organize his/her
life according to the pattern sketched in the Qur’an and
the Sunnah of Prophet.
During this period, (i.e. man’s life on earth), people
who are short-sighted, and unwilling to think beyond the
limits of this world, are led by their own selfish desires,
ambitions and greed for wealth or glory, and make others
victims of their injustices and oppression in different
forms. This process goes on for a period allowed by Allah,
the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful.
“If Allah were to punish men according to what they
deserve, He would not leave on the back of the (earth)
a single living creature: but He gives them respite for a
stated term: when their term expires, verily Allah has
in His sight all His servants.” (Fatir; 35:45)
This ‘respite for a stated term’ given to us by our
Sustainer, Allah, the Most Gracious, is often misused
because of our refusal to think about the consequences of
our actions; our refusal to look beyond the immediate
present; our foolishness in giving undue importance to the
world or our understanding of it; our grievous mistake of
not giving due importance to His injunctions; and our
total reliance on our own intelligence and abilities. It is
during this period that while Allah, the Dispenser of
Mercy, gives the wrong doers a chance to mend their
ways, He is also testing the believers who have to prove
their mettle and their assertions of total trust in Him.
“And most certainly We shall try you all, so that We
might mark out those of you who strive hard (in Our
cause) and are patient in adversity: for We shall put to
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a test (the truth of) all your assertions.” (Muhammad;
47:31)

“Do men think that they will be left alone on saying,
‘We believe’, and that they will not be tested? We did
test those before them, and Allah will certainly know
those who are true from those who are false. Do those
who practice evil think that they will get the better of
Us? Evil is their judgment!” (Al ‘Ankabut; 29:2~4)
Our assertion of our Faith in Allah does not end
with mere words. Sincerity is the essence of Islam and
sincerity in professing our trust in Allah is testified by our
conduct.
Trust and Faith in Allah makes one patient. Such a
state of mind enables us to attain a better understanding
of the world. Instead of complaining about our condition,
we understand that human beings are victims of their own
weaknesses, as a result of which they might hurt each
other, fall short of their duties towards each other, or even
indulge in injustice towards each other.
With a proper understanding of human
weaknesses comes generosity - the ability to forgive, to
tolerate, to bear no grudges or ill-will against others, to
control one’s anger, in short - to purify the heart of all
negative feelings. Expecting our reward from Allah, we
have no (or very few) expectations from the world. We
would be “striving hard in Allah’s cause”, establishing
peace on earth and making lives conflict-free for ourselves
and for those we come into contact with. This is the
Islamic spirit to be cultivated by the true believers the
‘Muttaqueen’ to whom Allah says:
“Nor can goodness and evil be equal. Repel (evil) with
what is better: Then will he between whom and you
was hatred become as it were your friend and
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intimate! And no one will be granted such goodness
except those who exercise patience and self-restraint –
none but persons of the greatest good fortune. And if
(at any time) an incitement to discord is made to you
by Satan, seek refuge in Allah. He is the One Who
Hears and Knows all things.” (Fussilat; 41:34~36)
The ‘One who Hears and Knows all things,’ Allah
the Benevolent, is always with us, supporting us in
our inclination towards goodness, strengthening us in
our pure intentions followed by righteous actions,
‘our Protector, our Guardian, our Deliverer from every
affliction, the Compassionate, the Merciful, the Very
Forgiving, whose Love for His servants is more tender
than that of the mother bird for her young,’ as
expressed beautifully by Syed Amir Ali in The Spirit
of Islam.
Strengthened by this conviction we no longer
wonder why, in spite of our faith in goodness and
humanity; in spite of adhering to honesty and practicing
virtues as far as possible, we are still confronted with
injustice, failures and disappointments. As true believers,
we would not be shaken, dejected or disgusted with our
life or with the world. We will remember and realize that
Allah, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing is aware of all
our deeds and that He, ‘the Friend of the bereaved and the
Consoler of the afflicted’, Has comforted us:
“If misfortune touches you, (know that) similar
misfortune has touched other people as well; for it is
by turns that We apportion unto men such days (of
fortune and misfortune): and (this) to the end that
Allah might mark out those who have attained to
Faith, and choose from among you such as (with their
lives) bear witness to the truth - since Allah does not
love evildoers - and that Allah might purge those that
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are true in Faith, and deprive of blessing those who
resist Faith.” (Al-e Imraan; 3:140,141)
Let us reflect upon this. What does Allah expect of
us? He expects us to ‘bear witness to the truth’ with our
lives and not just words, not just exhortations to others.
Our lives reflect our beliefs and convictions. Our actions
contain the truth of our adherence to our professed faith.
If we desire to bear witness to the truth revealed by Allah
through His Messenger , we have to live according to
Islamic principles and injunctions. Word and deed should
go together. Words when not followed by action are
empty words which have no value.
“Those who believe and do not ruin their faith by
wrong-doing – it is they who shall be secure, since it is
they who have found the right path!” (Al-An’am; 6:82)
Individual and collective actions, and the pattern
of life of the true believers, should reflect the essence and
spirit of Islam. Mere words when not followed by deeds
would make us hypocrites, and hypocrisy is the vice most
detested by Allah.
“O you who believe! Why do you say that which you
do not? Grievously most hateful is it in the sight of
Allah that you say that which you do not.” (Al-Saff;
61:2-3)

Our words and deeds should complement each
other if we wish to assert that we are true believers.
Whenever we notice a contradiction (in our words and
actions), we should honestly acknowledge it and realize
that we are deceiving only ourselves and no one else.
Excuses about the world having become such that
following the straight path is no longer easy, and that we
are compelled by circumstances to compromise on our
Faith, sound hollow even to ourselves if we are ready to
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take the verdict of our conscience. Our conscience should
be our true guide as our relations with our Creator, Allah
are matters of conscience. As clarified by Syed Amir Ali in
his book The Spirit of Islam:
‘Islam combines the two conceptions which are the
mainspring of human conduct -the consciousness of
human dignity and the sense of human sinfulness. The
belief that man will be judged by his work solely,
throws the Muslim on the practice of self-denial and
universal charity; the belief in Divine Providence, in the
Mercy, Love, and Omnipotence of Allah, leads him to
self-humiliation before the Almighty and to the practice
of patience, resignation, and firmness in the trials of
life. It leads him to interrogate his conscience with
nervous anxiety, to study with scrupulous care the
motives that actuate him, to distrust his own strength,
and to rely upon the assistance of an All-Mighty and
All-Loving Power in the conflict between good and
evil.’
The All-Mighty and All-Loving Power, Allah Who
is ‘our only Hope when our own skills fail us’, assures
us:
“Those will prosper who purify themselves, and
Glorify the name of their Guardian-Lord, and (lift
their hearts) in prayer. Yet you prefer the life of this
world; but the Hereafter is better and more enduring.”
(Al-A’la; 87:14~17)

The Creator of the worlds Himself tells us the truth
about the life of this world in comparison with the eternal
life of the Hereafter.
“You prefer the life of this world; but the Hereafter is
better and more enduring”.
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Man, after receiving from Allah the Benevolent,
good sense, understanding, the ability to think, reflect,
and pursue knowledge, should put it to the right use and
assess for himself the value of this world. How much
value could that wealth has which cannot accompany man
to his grave and be of no use to him there? What value do
worldly power, status and authority have when death
levels all human beings? The comforts that we hanker
after; the material goods that we yearn for; the power over
our fellow-men or over nature that we passionately
pursue, - how long can these give us company or the
happiness that we think we rightfully deserve?
“…The enjoyment of this life is only a trifle compared
with the Hereafter.” (At-Tawbah; 9:38)
“Allah Grants abundant sustenance, or gives it in
scant measure, unto whomever He wills; and they
(who are given abundance) rejoice in the life of this
world – even though, as compared with the life of the
Hereafter, the life of this world is nothing but a
fleeting pleasure.” (Ar-R’ad; 13: 26)
The value we attribute to the life of this world is
the main crux of the matter from which stem various
problems, conflicts, and schemes that become allabsorbing throughout the length of our life-span. If we
reflect upon what has become the goal of our life, we
realise that it is ‘comfort’- making our life as comfortable
as possible, with as little exertion as possible. We wish to
live in that country, (or those countries), which provide
people the best of worldly facilities. We wish to follow
only those professions which can ensure us good earning.
We certainly wish to follow Islam, but, “Can’t we
follow it without having to exert ourselves
unnecessarily?”- seems to be our question today. And we
delude ourselves into believing that we are following
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Islam, although we turn a blind eye and a deaf ear to the
manner of living exemplified by the Prophet. His example
clearly shows us that he never for a moment forgot the
Ultimate Reality of our meeting with Allah, and that all
his preparations were directed towards this end.
Although we have to live in this world and all our
experiences are connected with it, all our feelings are
associated with it; yet Allah the All-Wise and the AllMighty keeps cautioning us:
“O men! Certainly the promise of Allah about
resurrection) is true. Let not then, this present life
deceive you, nor let the Chief-Deceiver deceive you
about Allah.” (Fatir; 35:5)
Once we have been given an insight into the reality
of this world, it would be foolish on our part to ignore this
insight, reject this guidance, and stubbornly pursue our
own inclinations. Life is to be lived, material benefits are
to be utilised, relationships are to be maintained, yet none
of these should take preference over Allah’s Commands.
The desire to attain the Favour of Allah, His Raza
(Pleasure), should supersede all other considerations. To
use the simile of the boat for our life, and the water on
which the boat sails, for this world, (as illustrated by
Maulana Rumi and quoted by Justice M. Taqui Usmani in
his book Do Not Love This World), things would be all
right as long as the boat sails on the water. But the
moment the water enters the boat it starts sinking it. The
world is to be utilised to fulfil our duties and the purpose
of our life. But it would be fatal for our spiritual growth if
we allow it to overpower us, which happens when we
allow ourselves to become obsessed with it.
If we observe the Companions of the Prophet and
their understanding of the Message conveyed by him, we

144
Essence and Spirit of Islam

find real examples of people who proved that life could be
lived without being enslaved by it.
As recorded by Khalid Muhammad Khalid in his book,
Men Around the Messenger’:
“Abu Ad-Darda regarded running after life’s
endless enticements as ‘the worst kind of slavery’. He
refused everything that attracted the brain and
fascinated the heart and by doing so he did not escape
from happiness but escaped to it. Real happiness, in
his belief, was to possess life, not to be possessed by it.
Whenever the needs of people are limited by
contentment and uprightness, they will realize the
reality of life as a bridge on which they cross to the
home of permanence, return and immortality.
Whenever they do so, their share of real happiness is
greater and plentiful. He also said, ‘It is not better to
have much money and many sons, but it is better to
have much clemency, much knowledge, and to
compete with people in the worship of Allah’. In his
point of view, worship was neither vanity nor pride
but a request for good and exposure to the mercy of
Allah and continuous supplication that reminded man
of his weakness and the favour of his Lord upon him.”
Regarding the approach of taking the world as the
ultimate goal:
Allah the Compassionate, the All-Wise and All-Mighty
has said to His servants:
“As for those who care for ( no more than) the life of
this world and its bounties – We shall repay them in
full for all that they did in this(life), and they shall
not be deprived of their just due therein; (Yet) it is they
who, in the life to come, shall have nothing but the fire
– for in vain shall be all that they wrought in this
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(world), and worthless all that they ever did!” (Hud;
11:15, 16)

KUTUB
(THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES)
Allah has provided right Guidance to man
throughout the ages through His Messengers. Some of
them received Divine Revelations that were recorded in
the form of Books are:
Sahifah Ibrahim. It was revealed to Prophet Ibrahim
The Tawrait (Torah). It was revealed to Prophet Musa
The Zabur (Psalms). It were revealed to Prophet
Dawud
The Injeel (Gospel). It was revealed to Prophet ‘Isa
The Qur’an. It was revealed to Prophet Muhammad
Belief in all the revealed books is essential, for each
of them deals with the same creed and conveys the same
lesson of Tawheed (monotheism) - worship of one God
alone, and refraining from the practice of polytheism,
shirk.
All the other revealed books except the Qur’an,
have been distorted and deprived of their original state.
The Qur’an is, and will remain, intact in its original form
till the Day of Judgment. Allah, the Almighty has taken
upon Himself the responsibility of preserving it till the last
day.
“We have, without doubt, sent down the Message (the
Quran) and We will assuredly guard it (from
corruption).” (Al-Hijr; 15:9)
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The Holy Qur’an is the timeless expression of the
Will of Allah. It is a miracle of both words and meanings.
There is, in the Qur’an, a supernatural harmony and
cadence. No other religious or non-religious literature can
claim such accuracy of words, purity and fitness of
composition and charm of thought and imagery.
The Qur’an speaks of man in the language of life,
vividly and melodiously. Its expression invigorates the
mind and its impassioned appeal stirs the soul in such a
way that one cannot remain unaffected by it.
The Message of the Quran has an appeal not only
to reason and understanding, but to the whole moral
nature of man. It enables one to be in spiritual accord with
and to accept the Will and Design of, the Greatest
Designer, Allah the Supreme who tells us in the Qur’an:
“And We did not create heaven and earth and all that
exists in between merely in idle sport.” (Ad-Dukhkhan;
44:38)

Making man reflect upon the purpose of his
creation and the goal of his life, the Qur’an discusses the
subtle problems of faith and morality, spirituality, ethics
and sociology, politics, economics and law, with absolute
perfection. As such the Quran is relevant for all times,
periods and ages.
Its Message is valid for all times to come. It is
addressed to all mankind. Its everlasting truths answer all
the big and small questions relating to this world and the
Hereafter.
It has a liberating and transforming influence on
the lives of those who believe it and act and live according
to its teachings. Allah declares at the beginning of Surah
Al-Baqarah:
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“This Divine Writ – let there be no doubt about it – is
(meant to be) a Guidance for all the God-conscious
who believe (in the existence of) that which is beyond
the reach of human perception (Ghaib), and are
constant in prayer, and spend on others out of what
We provide for them as sustenance; and who believe in
that which has been bestowed from high upon thee, (O
Prophet,) as well as in that which was bestowed
before thy time: For it is they who in their innermost
are certain of the life to come! It is they who follow
the Guidance (which comes) from their Sustainer; and
it is they, muqsith1357who shall attain to a happy
state!” (Al-Baqarah; 2: 1~5)
The Qur’an constitutes the greatest miracle of
Prophet Muhammad to whom it was revealed. Allah has
declared that there is nothing like it. And those who are in
doubt about its Divine origin are challenged to produce
anything similar:
“And if you doubt any part of what We have bestowed
from on high, step by step, upon Our servant
(Muhammad), then produce a Surah of similar merit,
and call upon any other witnesses or helpers (if there
are any) besides Allah, if what you say is true.” (AlBaqarah; 2: 23)

Just as man, despite his remarkable achievements
in the realm of science and technology has not been able to
produce even a dust particle exactly like that which Allah
has created, in the same way. The human mind in spite of
its marvellous qualities of imitation, assimilation and
penetration, has not been able, and would not be able to
compose even a single verse of the same standard and
excellence as one finds in the Qur’an. Allah’s challenge is
not limited to the people of the age of the revelation of the
Qur’an.
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The subject of the Qur’an is Man. Its central theme
converges on the fact that in the sphere of beliefs and
some external truths man has misled himself by following
his desires, conjectures and conclusions based on
superficial observations. The Straight Path is the one
which Allah, the Protector and Guide, revealed to man at
the time of his creation. The same path was pointed out to
him again and again by prophets in all ages. The main
purpose of the Qur’an is to invite man to return to the
path of Guidance, the correct way of life; to tell him what
is really good for him and what isn’t.
The Qur’an does not deviate anywhere from these
cardinal subjects and purpose. Exhortation to observe and
study the forces of nature, to reflect upon his own
creation, to study and draw lessons from the history of
past nations and civilizations are all calculated to disclose
to man his errors, to remove his misgivings, to reveal
eternal truths, and to strengthen his conviction in these
truths.
In its approach to acquisition of knowledge, in its
encouragement of scientific thinking to arrive at the
ultimate Truth of the existence of Allah, the Supreme
Being, the Creator and Sustainer of the universe, the
Qur’an provides a rational and logical approach. It exhorts
man to observe, think, reflect and rationalize. It challenges
man’s intellect and draws his attention to remarkable
phenomena like, for instance, the perfectly balanced and
smooth flight of birds. Allah asks:
“Do they not see the birds held (flying) in the midst of
the sky? None holds them but Allah [none gave them
ability to fly but Allah]. Verily, in this are clear Ayah
(proofs and signs) for people who believe (in the
Oneness of Allah).” (An-Nahl; 16:79)
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“Do they not look at the camels, how they are made,
and at the sky how it is raised high, and at the
mountains how they are fixed firm, and at the earth,
how it is spread out?” (Al-Ghashiyah; 88:17~20)
Acquisition of knowledge is encouraged with a
particular purpose, namely - its utilization for the benefit
of mankind and the harmonious development of human
civilization. This should be accompanied by a constant
awareness of, appreciation of, and gratitude to Allah, the
Bountiful.
“Are you not aware that Allah has made subservient
to you all that is in the heavens and all that is on
earth, and has lavished upon you His Blessings both
outward and inward? And yet among men there is
many a one that argues about Allah without having
any knowledge (of Him), without any guidance and
without any light giving revelation.” (Luqmaan; 31:20)
The constant reminders, exhortations, and
questions put to man to read and utilize his intellect in
following the lessons and knowledge provided by the
Qur’an, are aimed at helping him arrive at the Truth about
his Creator, Allah.
Such exhortations are necessary so that man might
not be misled either by his own intellect, (when not
supported by true knowledge), or by ignorant people, or
by Satan, whose sole purpose is to mislead mankind. Even
after the realization that the Qur’an could not be anything
else but the word of the Creator Allah, revealed to His
Messenger, Prophet Muhammad, if there still lingers
any doubt about it in man’s mind, Allah Himself clears
it thus:
“Moreover the Qur’anic content is not such as could
be conceived except by Allah. It not only confirms
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what was revealed before it, but offers from the Lord
of all creation an apt elucidation of what the
Scriptures contained wherein there is nothing to
doubt.” (Yunus; 10:37)
Allah describes the Qur’an as a ‘healing and a
mercy to believers’. It begins with Surah ‘Fatiha’, with
praise of Allah, Lord of the Worlds, followed by the
believer’s supplication to the Creator of all mankind to
guide us on the Straight Path. The rest of the Qur’an
provides guidance which makes it possible for man to
lead life in the manner acceptable to his Creator and
Sustainer.
“Observe prayers between sunset and the first
darkening of the night and recite the Qur’an at daybreak, for the reading of the Qur’an at day-break is
specially noted.” (Al-Isra; 17:78)
“We sent down through the Qur’an a healing and a
mercy to believers, which causes distress to the
wicked.” (Al-Isra; 17:82)
“Say: ‘If all mankind and all visible beings would
come together with a view to producing the like of the
Quran they could not produce it’s like even though
they were to exert all their strength in aiding one
another. For, indeed, many facets have We given in
this Qur’an to every kind of lesson (designed) for (the
benefit of) mankind.’” (Al-Isra; 17:88,89)
“Had He sent down this Quran on a mountain, you
would certainly have seen it humbling itself and
crumbling down for the fear or Allah. Such are the
parables that We offer to men that they may reflect
(thereon).” (Al-Hashr; 59:21)
As observed by Syed Qutub in his book, The
Characteristics of the Islamic Concept:
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“Giving clear examples of the power of growth and
life in the universe, it (the Qur’an) strengthens the
argument that it has a deep link with its Creator. All
these explanations are so natural and logical that every
right thinking man would feel compelled to accept it.
The Qur’an repeatedly invites men of understanding
to think, ponder and contemplate over these matters.
(p.151)

“The holy Qur’an reviews particularly man’s
beginning, his growth, and his qualities. It describes
the aim and purpose of man’s existence. It discusses
and points out those factors which are the causes of
human strength and weakness. It lists his duties and
responsibilities, and explaining all the aspects of his
life it reminds him of his final end.” (p.160)
MALAIKAH
(ALLAH’S ANGELS)
In the basic foundation of Imaan it is essential to
have faith in Allah’s Angels.
“...it is righteousness to believe in Allah and the Last
Day and the Angels and the Book and the
Messengers...” (Al-Baqarah; 2:177)
What has been said about the Angels should be
believed in exactly, without imagining what they could be
capable of. The Malaikah carry out Allah’s Commands.
They cannot deviate from His Commands even by the
slightest fraction of an inch. They have no share in Allah’s
Divinity, and no authority to do anything of their own
accord. They are not even authorized to intercede with
Allah for anyone. They record all our deeds:
“Behold, two (guardian Angles) appointed to learn
(his doings) learn (and note them), one sitting on the
right and one on the left. Not a word does he utter but
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there is a sentinel by him ready (to note it).” (Quaff;
50:17, 18)

“But verily over you (are appointed angels) to protect
you - kind and honourable – writing down (your
deeds), they know all that you do.” (Al-Infitaar;
82:10~12)

The Divine revelation is brought to Allah’s Messengers
by the Angels:
“By His behest does He cause the Angels to descend
with His Spirit (or Divine Revelation) on whomsoever
of His servants He pleases to let them warn: ‘Except
Me there is no God; therefore be mindful of Me.(and
desist from evil doing.’” (An-Nahl;16:2)
“All praise is due to Allah, Originator of the Heavens
and the Earth, Who causes the Angels to be (His)
Message bearers, endowed with wings, two or three or
four. (Increasingly) He adds to His Creation whatever
He Wills; for, verily, Allah has the Power to Will
anything.” (Fatir; 35:1)
TAQDEER
(FATE)
Belief in Fate is one of the most difficult and
delicate parts of Faith. It has been further confused by
correlating it with the Absolute Attribute of Allah. A
deeper thought, however, removes the cobwebs of doubts.
As we all are aware that a person has no say in
his/her physical appearance, biological makeup, social
and economic status, religious orientation at the time of
birth whose time, place and parentage is also beyond a
person’s control. These are pre-destined by Allah, the
Creator. This is individual’s Fate. This is a test of attitude
and behaviour not only the individual but everyone who
is around him /her.
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It is also very much in the realm of experience of
us all that events that take place throughout this life are
also beyond our control. These are also part of our Fate,
predetermined by Allah, which provide a measure of
testing a person’s intellectual and spiritual status and
performance.
In either case, having bestowed the Man with the
freedom of choice and pursuance of knowledge, Allah
does not influence or interfere with his / her decisionmaking for which each one of us is responsible and
accountable mentioned in so many words at several places
in Qur’an, e.g.,
“On no soul does Allah place a burden greater than it
can bear. It gets every good that it ears, and it suffers
every ill that it earns...” (Al-Baqarah; 2;286)
Let us try to understand the concept of ‘Taqdeer’ in
the light of some Verses of the Qur’an.
Everything created by Allah is pre-determined
plan and purpose:
“Glorify the name of your Guardian-Lord, Most High,
Who has created and further given order and
proportion, Who has ordained laws, and granted
guidance.” (Al-A’la; 87:1~3)
We know that dissatisfaction with our situation in
life can become the greatest cause of misery. Yet wealth
remains the most coveted thing in our lives. Observing
others better endowed with prosperity or any other
material benefits, adds to our discontent. Allah, the AllAware, thus instructs us for our own mental peace and
tranquillity:
“Do not covet the bounties which Allah has bestowed
more abundantly on some of you than others. Men
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shall have a benefit from what they earn, and women
shall have a benefit from what they earn. Ask,
therefore, Allah to give you) out of His bounty: behold,
Allah has indeed full knowledge of everything.” (AnNisa; 4:32)

“Thus did We try some of them by comparison with
others that they should say: ‘Is it these then that
Allah has favoured from amongst us?” Does not Allah
know best those who are grateful?” (Al-An’am; 6:53)
Comparisons are meaningless if one has real Faith in the
Hereafter:
“Allah enlarges or grants by (strict) measure the
Sustenance (which He gives) to whom so He pleases.
(The worldly) rejoice in the life of this world: but the
life of this world is but little comfort in the
Hereafter.” (Ar-R’ad; 13:26)
“And do not hanker after the pleasures of this life that
We give to some people to test them; the reward of
your Lord is certainly better and more enduring.” (Taha; 20:131)
Faith is put to real test when adversity visits a
person or people. Cursing the fate and accusing Allah is
what faithless do. But those blessed with strong Faith gets
guidance from Him who helps them tide over the difficult
phase:
“Be sure We shall test you with something of fear and
hunger some loss in goods or lives or the fruits (of
your toil) but give glad tidings to those who patiently
persevere. Who say when afflicted with calamity: ‘To
Allah we belong and to Him is our return.’” (AlBaqarah; 2:155,156)

“No kind of calamity can occur except by the leave of
Allah: and if anyone believes in Allah guides his heart
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(aright): for Allah knows all things.” (At-Taghabun;
64:11)

Allah, the All-Wise and All-Knowing, the Designer
of our destiny, decides what bounties, and in what
measure, are to be given to each of us. He also knows
human nature and thus instructs us not to compare or
compete with each other in matters pertaining to material
benefits. Our Faith in Him should content us that He
Knows best. Still, He has instructed us to ask Him what
we wish for. But again, since He Knows what is best for
us, it is for Him to decide whether to fulfil our wishes or
not.
“See they not that Allah enlarges the provision and
restricts it to whomsoever He pleases? Verily in that
are Signs for those who believe.” (Ar-Rome; 30:37)
We can neither visualize our whole life, nor can we
assess if what we wish for today, can give us complete
happiness and be a source of satisfaction in the years to
come. Whatever we wish for is on the basis of our limited
knowledge not only about the world, but also about
ourselves.
“Say: ‘Verily my Lord enlarges and restricts the
provision to whom He pleases but most men
understand not.’” (Saba; 34:36)
Aware of the workings of our mind, Allah cautions
us about the pitfalls that might lead us astray. Actual
examples have been highlighted in the Qur’an. An
example of extreme pride and rejection of Allah is seen in
the Pharaoh of Musa’s time. (Ta-ha; 20: 56, 79) An example
of indulgence in hateful evils resulting in the evil doers’
destruction is seen with reference to the people of Lot’s
time. (Al-‘Ankabut; 29:29) An example of utmost conceit
and egotism, leading to arrogance and the delusion of self-
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sufficiency is seen in the example of Qaroun who thought
that his treasures were a consequence of his deserving
them. (Al-Qasas; 28:76-82)
We, as Muslims, do not commit the sin of denying,
or being unsure of Allah’s Omnipresence and
Omnipotence (like the Pharaoh did). We might stay away
from heinous crimes (like the ones indulged in by people
of Lot’s time and practiced even today). But, let us reflect
and see whether we are making the terrible mistake of
taking pride in our possessions with the belief that Allah
has certainly granted us all these material comforts or
status because we deserved them. Instead of being
complacent about having deserved whatever blessings we
are enjoying, we should be concerned about whether (or
not) we are utilizing Allah’s bounties with the sole aim of
attaining His Pleasure. We should be aware of the fact that
Allah’s bounties being given in different measures to
different people do not make one set of people better than,
or superior to, the others.
“Wealth and sons are allurements of the life of this
world; but good deeds, the fruit whereof endures
forever, are of far greater merit in thy Sustainer’s
sight, and a far better source of hope.” (Al-Kahf; 18:46)
“The (material) things which you are given are bust
the convenience of this life and the glitter thereof; but
that which is with Allah is better and more enduring;
will you not then be wise?” (Al-Qasas; 28:60)
In our quest for the best that this world can offer,
let us not become a part of today’s cut-throat culture; let
us not regard failure in worldly matters a matter of shame
or humiliation and then resort to lies or deception in order
to offset/disguise this failure.
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If we attempt to reflect upon the picture that the
world presents today, we realize that “comfort” has
become the priority and goal of life. More and more
people seem to be affected by the malaise of modern
times, the “entitlement syndrome”, which makes one feel
that one is rightfully entitled to the fulfilment of all one’s
wishes and desires, entitled to enjoy all that this life can
offer – often resulting in dissatisfaction with one’s lot in
life, leading to sins being indulged in, and crimes being
committed with impunity. This is because materialism,
consumerism and individualism are the ideologies that we
allow ourselves to be led by. ‘Here and now’ is of utmost
importance, or most of the time, the only thing that seems
to be valid, rather than the Hereafter. Let us ask ourselves:
Do these ideologies and the comfort and luxury that we
pursue throughout our lives, take us anywhere near the
goal of life as indicated by Allah?
One of the revered Companions of the Prophet ,
Utbah Ibn Ghazwan used to fear the extravagance of the
world and to protect his religion used to say to people
who did not mind extravagance, “I seek refuge in Allah
from being great in your world and small in the sight of
Allah.” (‘Men Around the Messenger’ by Khalid Muhammad
Khalid )

What does Allah expect us to do in order to attain the
actual goal of life?
“Say: ‘I will tell you what Allah has ordained. This is
what He has ordained so that you become wise:
“You shall not commit ‘shirk’ (setting up Partners
with Allah).
“You shall behave kindly with your parents.
“You shall not kill your children because of poverty.
He will provide for you and for them.
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“You shall not commit lewd acts, apparent or
unapparent.
“You shall not kill a person as forbidden by Him
except for justice.
“You shall not touch the property of orphans except to
improve it, till they reach maturity.
“You shall measure and weigh fully and honestly; He
is not asking you beyond your capacity.
“You shall speak impartially, even against your
relatives.
“You shall fulfill the pledges that you make in His
name.
“That is what He has decreed so that you remember.
He says: “This is my Right path, follow it. Do not
follow other paths or you will be diverted from the
right path.” That is what He teaches you so that you
become pious.” (Al-An’am; 6:151-153)
He is not asking you beyond your capacity.
Let us understand this clearly and be convinced
about it. Let us keep reminding ourselves about this
Verses whenever we start complaining about problems or
miseries or any difficulties. The distress born out of
worldly adversities has been removed by Islam. Sufferings
of this life on earth are not considered the final and
destined end of an individual. The concept, that in the
Hereafter each individual’s acts will be weighed in the
balance of deeds, and when the pan of the righteous deeds
is found heavier, Allah will grant a better recompense for
the outward adversities, provides one comfort and peace.
When such awareness is created in one’s conscience, one
finds pleasure in following the path as directed by Allah.
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Truly, to a happy state shall attain the believers:
“ Those who humble themselves in their prayer
“ And who turn away from all that is frivolous
“And who are intent on inner purity;
“And who are mindful of their chastity, (not giving
way to their desires) with any but their spouses - that
is, those whom they rightfully possess (through
wedlock) -: for then, behold, they are free of all
blame, whereas those who seek to go beyond that
(limit) are truly transgressors;
“And who are faithful to their trusts and their pledges,
“And who guard their prayers (from all worldly
intent).
“It is they, they who shall be the inheritors that will
inherit paradise; and therein shall they abide.” (AlMominun; 23: 1-11)

SHARI’AH
(ISLAMIC JURISPRUDENCE)
Allah has given us clear laws in the Qur’an – the
Shar’iah - according to which we can lead life and carry
out our duties and dealings with each other in a manner
that ensures the well-being of society. Virtues practiced at
the personal level are not enough to ensure the absence of
vice or injustice. Satan has taken Allah’s permission to try
his best to mislead us, (also admitting that he would be
able to mislead only those who are sincere).
“He (Satan) said: As Thou hast caused me to remain
disappointed I will certainly lie in wait for them in
Thy straight path. Then I will certainly come to them
from before them and from behind them, and from
their right-hand side and from their left-hand side;
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and Thou shalt not find most of them thankful.” ( AlA’raf; 7:16,17)

“Iblis (Satan) said: “O my Sustainer! Since Thou has
thwarted me, I shall indeed make (all that is evil) on
earth seem goodly to them, and shall most certainly
beguile them into grievous error – (all) save such of
them as are truly Thy servants.” (Al-Hijr; 15:39,40)
This makes clear that we could get carried away by
Satan’s scheming if we’re not alert and careful about safe
guarding our Faith. Hence Islamic laws are essential to
bring us back on the right track if there’s any sliding or
straying from it.
As observed by Muhammad Asad in his book, ‘Islam at
the Crossroads’:
“The duty of society is to arrange outward life in
such a way that the single individual should find as
few obstacles as possible, and as much
encouragement as possible, in his spiritual
endeavours. This is the reason why the Islamic law,
the Shar’iah, is concerned with human life on its
spiritual as well as on its material side, and both with
its individual and its social aspects.”
Laws pertaining to marriage (Nikah), divorce
(Talaaq and Khula’), distribution of property, donation
(Waqf), gifts (Hiba), bequest (Wasiyat), - are all based on
the Islamic spirit of ensuring right action and avoiding
unfairness or deprivation of justice. It is to be understood
clearly that the spirit behind the laws should be
maintained while enacting them or else there would be no
meaning in following the law in letter and ignoring the
essence and spirit behind it.
With reference to Nikah Allah says:
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“It is He ( Allah ) Who created you from a single
person, And made his mate of like nature, in order
that he might dwell with her ( in love ).” (Al-A’raf; 7:
189)

The purpose behind marriage (besides expansion
of the family), is that the spouses should find peace in
each other’s company. Their life should be devoted to
realizing this purpose, which would happen only if they
focus on strengthening their relationship with love for
each other, concern for each other’s feelings and proper
care to avoid all those factors which would cause friction
leading to serious conflicts.
Like in every act of the individual, the intention
(and acting upon it) is what matters the most. The
intention to maintain the relationship by fulfilling one’s
rights and duties towards each other is what is required to
realize the essence of Nikah. However, as our Creator
Allah knows human nature and human weaknesses best,
He has made provision for termination of the relationship
when instead of love and care, hatred of each other and
the desire to torture each other becomes predominant.
Although ‘Talaaq’ is the most despised allowance (in
Allah’s sight), that He has granted, it is to be resorted to
only if all sincere attempts at patching up differences have
failed. The following Verses from the Qur’an regarding
marital relationship and the manner in which conflicts are
to be handled, throw light on this matter:
“O you who believe! You are forbidden to inherit
women against their will. Nor should you treat them
with harshness, that you may take away part of the
dower you have given them – except where they have
been guilty of open lewdness. On the contrary live
with them on a footing of kindness and equity; if you
take a dislike to them it may be that you dislike a
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thing, and Allah brings about through it a great deal
of good.” (An-Nisa; 4:19)
“If you fear a breach between the two, appoint (two)
arbiters, one from his family and the other from hers;
if they both desire agreement, Allah will cause their
reconciliation; surely Allah is Knowing, Aware.” (AnNisa; 4:35)

“And when you have divorced women and they have
fulfilled their prescribed term, either take them back
on equitable terms or set them free on equitable terms;
but do not take them back to injure them, (or) to take
undue advantage; if anyone does that, he wrongs his
own soul.” (Al-Baqarah; 2:231)
If a woman finds it impossible to continue the
marriage due to physical or mental cruelty of the husband,
or when she finds the Nikah is not serving its purpose, she
too has the right to seek termination of the relationship
through ‘Khula’.
“And if a woman has reason to fear ill-treatment from
her husband, or that he might turn away from her, it
shall not be wrong for the two to set things peacefully
to rights between themselves: for peace is best, and
selfishness is ever present in human souls. But if you
do good and are conscious of Him – behold, Allah is
indeed aware of all that you do.” (An-Nisa; 4:128)
“And if husband and wife do separate, Allah shall
provide for each of them out of His abundance: for
Allah is indeed infinite, wise.” (An-Nisa; 4:130)
“…If you (judges) do indeed fear that they would be
unable to keep the limits Ordained by Allah, there is
no blame on either of them if she give something for
her freedom…” (Al-Baqarah; 2:229)
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Wherever Allah clarifies in the Qur’an the manner
in which relationships are to be maintained and the code
of conduct to be adopted in all matters, we find the Verses
ending with the reminder that He is aware of all that we
do. These reminders are a clear indication of the need for
absolute honesty with oneself and with others.
Most matters pertain to our conscience and Allah.
Whatever provisions have been given, they are to be
utilized in the correct manner and should not be misused.
The essence of Islam is peaceful co-existence and positive
relationships which further enable individuals to fulfil the
main purpose of life – earning the pleasure of Allah, the
Most Merciful.
When we reflect upon laws pertaining to divorce
(Talaaq or Khula), the injunction of Allah is that the
partners separate ‘gracefully’, trusting Him to provide for
each of them. There should be no slandering, no ill-will or
enmity or the desire for revenge. Once the decision is
taken that the relationship is to be terminated, there
should be detachment from each other; ideas like ‘victory’,
‘defeat’, ‘ego’ or ‘image in society’ shouldn’t figure. With
the assurance that ‘Allah shall provide for each of them
out of His abundance’, Allah has forbidden any kind of
exploitation of the weak by the stronger party. What has
to be realized in each situation is, that a problem has
arisen, and in Islam there is a solution to every problem;
the right perspective has to be developed and the solution
accepted accordingly. An attitude of maturity and
sensibility, acceptance of one’s mistake, repentance, and
the resolve to follow Allah’s commands in all matters, is
what Islam encourages.
In matters pertaining to distribution of property,
we again notice that the Shar’iah ensures fairness - that
wealth is not concentrated in one place, but is
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systematically distributed. (An-Nisa; 4:7~12) It is
distributed in such a way that all near relatives get a
share. This ensures justice and close bonding of kinsmen.
When these laws are ignored and selfishness is exercised,
it has a direct effect upon relationships in a family. We
have been instructed again and again that relationships
with kith and kin should be maintained and not severed
Such fairness is ensured by Islamic Shar’iah, that
even when an individual is given the right to gift (Hiba),or
donate (Waqf) his / her property, this right pertains to
only 1/3 of the property which can be considered totally
the individual’s; the rest has to be distributed only
according to the manner detailed in the Qur’an. That is, in
no matter is there a scope for the individual to get carried
away by his / her passions, whims and fancies, or
inclinations. Reason has to be exercised in all matters. But
if left to ourselves, our reasoning might still be lacking in a
perception of the over-all truth that is best known to
Allah. So instead of applying our defective thinking, we
should adopt the Islamic laws as they have been framed
by the All-Wise Allah the Omniscient.
This brings us back to the main concept in Islam –
our being answerable to Allah on the Day of Judgment.
All our actions are to be accounted for. A firm conviction
in this Truth should guide us at every step of life. If we
choose to ignore certain injunctions of Allah (as we feel
that they involve some sacrifice or selflessness), and then
continue to live comfortably in this world, it would be a
serious mistake to congratulate ourselves on our
‘cleverness’ or so-called ‘worldly wisdom’. We should
realize that we’re merely deluding ourselves, losing
ourselves in the present, totally oblivious of the future, not
bothered about that which is ever-lasting.
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Our Creator Allah the All-Knowing endows us
with the understanding:
Truly, man is born with a restless disposition:
“(As a rule,) whenever misfortune touches him, he is
filled with self-pity;
“And whenever good fortune comes to him, he
selfishly withholds it (from others).
“Not so, however, those who consciously turn
towards Allah in prayer,
“(And) who incessantly persevere in their prayer;
“And in whose possessions there is a due share,
acknowledged (by them),
“For such as ask (for help) and such as are deprived (of
what is good in life);
“And who accept as true the (coming of the) Day of
Judgment;
“And who stand in dread of their Sustainer’s
chastisement
“For, behold, of their Sustainer’s chastisement none
may ever feel (wholly) secure;” (Al-Ma’arij; 70:19~28)
Islam envisages and encourages such a situation
that when matters are resolved in the proper manner, the
factors that give rise to conflicts themselves would be
absent from society. Such are the consequences of
following the Shar’iah. Duty supersedes passions and
inclinations. Rights of individuals cannot be ignored.
Sharing supersedes selfish concerns. Hoarding is strongly
condemned. Safety ensured by preventive measures,
supersedes recklessness and invitation to risky
temptations. It is the over-all effect on society that is the
purview of the Shar’iah. We can’t help observing how
closely it is bound with Islamic character; - it requires
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Islamic character to understand and implement Shar’iah
in life, and implementing it and following it itself
develops and strengthens Islamic character.
ISLAMIC CHARACTER
The five pillars of Islam - Imaan (Faith), Salaat
(Prayer), Saum (Fasting), Zakaat (Poor due), and Hajj
(Pilgrimage) and the constituents of Islamic faith –
Tawheed (Monotheism), Risaalat (Prophet-hood),
Qiyamah and Aakhirat (Day of Judgment followed by life
in the Hereafter), Kutub (Divine Scriptures), Malaikah
(Angels) and Taqdeer (Fate) aim at developing the Islamic
character. What are the features of such character is
exemplified in different parts of the Qur’an. It can be
grasped in the light of the following verses:
“ It is not righteousness that you turn your faces
towards East or West ; But it is
righteousness to
believe in Allah and the Last Day and the Angels and
the Book and the Messengers; To spend of your
substance out of love for Him, for your kin, for
orphans, for the needy, for the wayfarer, for those
who ask and for the ransom of slaves; To be
steadfast in prayer, and practice regular charity, to
fulfil the contracts which you have made; And to be
firm and patient in pain (or suffering) and adversity,
and throughout periods of panic. Such are the people
of truth, the God-fearing.” (Al-Baqarah; 2:177)
The virtues highlighted here are right Faith,
regularity in Prayers, spending in Charity, (for the sake of
Allah and not for worldly gains like praise and
popularity), Fulfilment of Contracts, and Patience in
adverse circumstances.
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“By no means shall you attain righteousness unless
you give (freely) of that which you love; and whatever
you give, Allah knows it well.” (Al-Imraan; 3:92)
Allah has made it clear that selfishness is to be
discarded and the habit of sharing ‘that which you love
most’ is to be cultivated. Generosity, magnanimity,
concern for others, and awareness of others’ needs – these
are the virtues that Islam professes.
“The Prophet said:
“Little and satisfied is better than much and diverted.”
“Leave the worries of life as far as possible.” “He who
makes life his only aim, Allah will sunder his unity
and make poverty between his two eyes. He who
makes the Hereafter his only goal, Allah makes riches
in his heart and makes every good hurry to him.”
He reminded people that Allah Almighty has said
in the Qur’an:
“Woe to every taunting slanderer, backbiter, who piles
up wealth and counts over it
again and again,
thinking that his wealth will make him immortal!”
(Al-Humazah; 104:1-3)

Quoted by Khalid Muhammad Khalid in his book,
‘Men Around the Messenger’:
If any doubt lingers in our minds about whether
such a life – of non-attachment to wealth and all that it
provides - can be led practically, we have the example of
the Companions of the Prophet of Allah, who understood
the Message of the Qur’an in its totality and depth, and
through their lives have given us a true example of how
life could be lived in accordance with the instructions of
the Qur’an.
In the words of Muhammad Asad:
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“The Companions of the Prophet were conscious,
determined, deep-hearted men of action. The secret of
their miraculous efficiency and their startling historical
success lies in their permanent consciousness, inner
wakefulness and sense of responsibility in all they
did.” (Islam at the Crossroads by Muhammad Asad)
And as recorded by Khalid Muhammad Khalid:
“The oath which they took was that they must not let
the world possess them and that they should take
nothing from it but the provision of the traveller in his
bag. Ubaiy Ibn Ka’b observed, ‘Life really begins
when it ends and that no matter how long a man lives
in luxury surrounded by graces and blessings, he will
end up empty-handed but for his good deeds and bad
deeds.’ Ubaiy contemplated about life and said,
‘Man’s food is a good example of what life is all about,
for no matter how much you are careful that it tastes
delicious and that its ingredients are well
proportioned, look what it turns to after you digest
it.’” (‘Men Around the Messenger’ by Khalid
Muhammad Khalid)
Allah Commands us in the Qur’an:
“Worship Allah; do not commit shirk (associate
anyone) with Him. Show kindness to parents,
relatives, orphans, the needy, the neighbour of (your)
kin and the alien neighbour, and the companion in a
journey and the wayfarer and those whom your right
hand possess; surely Allah does not love him who is
proud, boastful; Those who are stingy and bid people
to be stingy and hide what Allah has given them out
of His Grace. Shameful torment is prepared for such
disobedient men, And those who spend their wealth
to show off to others but do not believe in Allah nor in
the last day.” (An-Nisa; 4:36-38)
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Parents are not to be taken for granted. They
deserve the best treatment, care and concern that we are
capable of. We have no right to get irritated with them or
disappointed with them if, as age advances, they cannot
retain the same strength, alertness and independence that
we had got accustomed to over the years. Allah the Wise,
Aware of human weaknesses, - (the chief among them
being impatience), - has admonished us to be kind to
them:
“And your Lord has commanded that you shall not
serve (any) but Him, and goodness to your parents. If
either or both of them reach old age with you, say not
to them (so much as) “Ugh” nor chide them, and speak
to them a generous word.” (Al-Isra; 17:23)
Besides parents and relatives, those who have been
included as having a right over our kindness and good
treatment are, not only the destitute and the needy, but
also neighbours known to us as well as strangers. What
becomes clear is that all people have the right to kindness,
consideration and good treatment from each other.
Co-existence in a peaceful manner with the
members of one’s family, relatives - close and distant,
neighbours, people not only of one’s own faith but also of
other faiths, has been enjoined on the true believers and
practitioners of Islam. Further, “Allah does not love him
who is proud, boastful.”
Whatever is given to us is from our Benefactor
Allah, and He does not want His Blessings to become a
source of pride or sense of superiority in those who enjoy
them. He has made it clear that He does not love the
proud and the boastful. Nor does He love the stingy or
those who spend but with the intention of showing off.
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The virtues that are encouraged are modesty,
simplicity and generosity. What else are the other features
of Islamic character, as detailed in the Qur’an?
“ Allah does command you to render back your trusts
to those to whom they are due; And when you judge
between man and man, that you judge with justice;
Verily how excellent is the teaching which He gives
you! Truly, Allah is He who hears and sees all things.”
(An-Nisa; 4:58)

Two very important constituents of Islamic
character have been highlighted in the above verse – safeguarding the trust placed in us, and practicing justice in
matters pertaining to our interactions and dealings with
others.
We ourselves realize that trust is the best gift that a
person can give another. Safe-guarding of trust also refers
to the confidence placed by one person in another. This
confidence has to be safe-guarded, and the person, who
reposes trust, should not be let down – there’s no place for
treachery in Islam.
We are also not ignorant of the fact that when we
adhere to justice and fairness most of the conflicts would
either not arise or be easily resolved. As such Allah’s
injunction of staying away from mischief would be easy to
follow. Again we realize that the Islamic ideal is nonattachment to the ego or to false ‘worldly’ concepts like
one’s ‘image’ in the eyes of others.
Islam strictly forbids misuse of power over the weak,
and oppression in any form.
“Abu Ad-Darda’ warned people against the delusion
that unarmed weak people fell easy prey in their
hands and power. He reminded them that those in
their weakness have a destructive power when they
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implore Allah in their disability and offer their plea
and the disgrace done to them by people”. Another
aspect of false pride that he checked in people was
their mistaken idea of self-righteousness with which
“they called others to account as if they were the
Lord”. He believed that “Whatever might be the rank
of the worshipper; he should praise Allah and help
through prayer, noble feelings, and good intentions,
those who cannot achieve such success.”
‘Men Around the Messenger’
by Khalid Muhammad Khalid:
“Call on your Lord humbly and secretly; surely He
does not love those who exceed the limits. And do not
make mischief in the earth after its reformation, and
call on Him fearing and hoping; surely Allah’s mercy
is within the reach of the virtuous.” (Al-A’raf; 7: 55, 56)
As Khalid Muhammad Khalid observes in his book
‘Men Around the Messenger’
“God-fearing men like the Prophet’s companions did
not fear Allah because of their sins. Sins were rarely
committed by them, since the day of their accepting
Islam. The more they got acquainted with Allah’s
greatness, majesty and sublimity, the more they
recognized their inability to truly thank and worship
Allah and the more God-fearing they became, no
matter how much they prayed, praised Allah or
submitted themselves to Allah.”
Abu Ad-Darda’ said, “The greatest fear of my soul
is that it should say to me on the Day of Resurrection, in
front of all the creatures, ‘O owner did you know?’ and I
would reply, ‘Yes.’ It will say to me, “What did you do
with what you knew?”
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“Surely Allah is with those who guard (against evil)
and those who do good (to others.) (An-Nahl; 16:128)
“Those who believe and work righteous deeds, for
them shall We remit their misdeeds and reward better
than their deeds.” (Al-‘Ankabut; 29:7)
We are constantly exhorted to cultivate virtues,
complement our Imaan, true Faith with goodness and
purity of heart; to purify our soul so that it never carries
any spite; to do good and wish good for people.
The way to attain Allah’s Mercy, Protection and
Help, is through prayers and supplication, and through
the practice of virtues. Worship of Allah and the
fulfilment of our duties towards fellow men should go
together. If worship becomes just mechanical, without any
concern for the implementation of all the injunctions of
Allah, we would be deluding ourselves, for He is All
Aware, constantly watching us, the Knower of the secrets
of the heart.
“That Home of the Hereafter We shall give to those
who intend not high-handedness or mischief on earth.”
(Al-Qasas; 28:83)

Abu Ayyub always cherished a Hadith which he
had heard the Prophet: “First, if you perform a prayer,
perform it neatly as if it was your last prayer. Secondly, do
not utter a word for which you will have to apologize later
on. Third, rid yourself of the hope of having whatever is
enjoyed by other people.”
“For Muslim men and women, for believing men and
women, for devout men and women, for true men and
women, for men and women who are patient and
constant, for men and women who humble
themselves, for men and women who give in charity,
for men and women who fast, for men and women
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who guard their chastity, and for men and women
who engage much in Allah’s remembrance – for them
has Allah prepared forgiveness and a great reward.”
(Al–Ahzaab; 33:35)

.....for men and women who humble themselves.....
Humility is the virtue most pleasing to Allah.
Anyone with even an iota of pride will not be able to enter
Paradise. As we proceed in our reading of these Verses
from the Qur’an, the Islamic ideal that emerges is that the
best wealth is the wealth of Imaan (Faith), that is the
wealth of the soul; the best practice is the practice of
devotion to Allah; the best provision is right conduct; the
best asset is self-control; the best solace for the heart is
remembrance of Allah and the best reward is the
Forgiveness of Allah.
Chastity is another important virtue pleasing to
Allah. It signifies decency, personal dignity and selfrespect. It is expressed not only through decent dressing
but also through our manner of speech and behaviour, the
content of our talk and the way we conduct ourselves.
Again we should remind ourselves that if we are
particular only about outward appearances with which
we identify ourselves as Muslims, but are unmindful
about how we speak and what we speak about; are
negligent about our conduct, uncaring about others’
feelings, then we are living under a delusion if we still
think that we can earn Allah’s pleasure.
“O my dear son” (said Luqmaan), “Allah will bring
out every deed, even if it is the weight of a mustard
seed hidden under a rock or in the skies or under the
soil; for, behold, Allah is unfathomable (in His
Wisdom), All-Aware.
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“O my dear son! Be constant in prayer, and enjoin the
doing of what is right and forbid the doing of what is
wrong, and endure with patience whatever (ill) may
befall thee: this, behold, is something to set one’s heart
upon!
“And turn not thy cheek away from people in (false)
pride, and walk not haughtily on earth: for, behold,
Allah does not love anyone who, out of self-conceit,
acts in a boastful manner.
“Hence, be modest in thy bearing, and lower thy voice:
for, behold, the ugliest of all voices is the (loud) voice
of asses.” (Luqmaan; 31: 16-19)
“Surely the most honourable of you in the sight of
Allah is the most pious of you.” (Al-Hujrat; 49:13)
“Yes! Whoever submits himself entirely to Allah and
he is the doer of good (to others) he has his reward
from his Lord, and there is no fear for him nor shall he
grieve.” (Al-Baqarah; 2:112)
And after clarifying and specifying what it is that
is required to prepare ourselves for Allah’s reward, a
blissful life in the Hereafter, Allah the Most Benevolent
assures His servants:
“Allah will not call you to account for that which is
unintentional in your oaths, but He will call you to
account for that which your hearts have earned. And
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most-Forbearing.” (Al-Baqarah;
2:225)

……..that which your hearts have earned…...
It is the condition of the heart that Allah the OftForgiving, Most Forbearing will see. A heart that is pure; a
heart that is tender; a heart that is forgiving; a heart that is
free of malice and ill-will; a heart that does not harbour
grudges; a heart that is not burdened with the guilt of sins;
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a heart that is repentant; a heart that seeks forgiveness; a
heart that is filled with the fear and love of Allah; a heart
that always turns towards Him; a heart that constantly
seeks shelter in His protection; a heart that has for its goal
only the pleasure of Allah; a heart that remains conscious
of Allah in all conditions of life and when death
approaches it; - such is the heart that He expects us to
develop in the light of Islam, and through the guidance of
the Qur’an and the life of Prophet Muhammad .
“Indeed in the Apostle of Allah you have the best
example for everyone who looks forward towards
Allah and the Day of Judgment.” (Al-Ahzaab; 33:21)
The Prophet’s, is the best example to be followed
to attain the final goal.
Look forward towards Allah and the Day of Judgment.
This finally is the goal of our life; the journey’s end. And
are we prepared for it?
“And whoever desires the Hereafter and strives for it
as he ought to strive, while he is a believer (in the
Oneness of Allah); then such are the ones whose
striving shall surely be accepted.” (Al-Isra; 17:19)
This is the assurance that Allah the Most-Forgiving
gives to all His servants.
Do we pay heed? Do we strive as we have been exhorted
to strive?
“Allah has promised to the believing men and
believing women gardens, beneath which rivers flow,
to abide in them, and goodly dwellings in gardens of
perpetual abode; and best of all is Allah’s goodly
pleasure-that is the grand achievement.” (Tawbah; 9:72)
Do we have the quest and yearning for Allah’s
pleasure and the blissful life of the Hereafter? It is going

176
Essence and Spirit of Islam

to be our perpetual abode. Are we far-sighted enough to
think about it, care for it, and be concerned about it?
“And hasten to forgiveness from your Lord; and a
Garden, the extensiveness of which is the heavens and
the earth, it is prepared for those who guard (against
evil).” (Al-Imraan; 3:133)
Let us offer the prayer that our Benefactor
Himself has taught us:
“Our lord! Let not our hearts deviate from the truth
after You have guided us, and grant us mercy from
You. Truly You are the Bestower.” Aameen.

